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CULTIVATION OF INDIAN CORN. 
By R. W. H. Nouanp. 

In submitting the following paper, upon the 
cultivation of Indian Corn, the writer hopes 
he will not be suspected of the folly of recom- 
mending a system suited to all lands and ev- 
ery variety of season. His only hope is to 
suggest some hints which may prove useful to 
his fellow farmers, and to impress upon them 
the importance of cultivating this, and all 
other crops, not in accordance with fixed 
rules, but according to the wants of the plant, 
the condition: of the soil, and the character 
of the season. For, after all, the successful 
management of any crop, must depend upon 
these accurate powers of discrimination and 
that soundness of judgment, which enable the 
farmer to adapt his system to the circumstances 
which surround him; and any attempt to bend 
circumstances to system, in farming, must 
result in failure. 

The two grand ends which the farmer should 


keep constantly in view, are the producitsn of 


crop and the economy of labor. The produc- 
tion of heavy crops, brought about by a 
wasteful expenditure of labor, is dad farming, 
and the too great sacrifice of crop to the 
economy of labor, is equally a mistaken policy. 


He is the best farmer, who, while he increases, | 


or even preserves, the productive capacity of 
his land, makes the largest crops with the least 
labor. 

The first study of the farmer should be the 
adiosyncracies of the plant cultivated. Has 
the plant any peculiar wants or habits ? 


Communications to the Virginia Slate Agricultural; So peculiarly adapted does our country 


seem to be to the growth of Indian corn, and 
with such recuperatwe energies is the plant 
gifted, that the impression has grown common 
amongst us that no skill is necessary to be 
used in its cultivation. It is generally planted 
without care, and cultivated without reflec- 
'tion; and we might safely assert that enough 
lis annually lost, from carelessness and bad 
management, to feed our people. The same 
‘breadth of land now cultivated in corn in 
Virginia, would, urder a proper system of 
tillage, yield double its present product, and 
this too, with no increase of labor. Many of 
our farmers expend more labor than is neces- 
sary upon their corn crops, but few are found 
who use too little. The great error is this: 
the work is ill-timed and injudiciously applied. 

The first recommendation I make is to ob- 
serve dve care in the selection of seed. The 
many and widely differing varieties of corn, 
ino doubt originated in the wild corn of Amer- 
ica. The differences now found to exist, are 
due to climate, soil and cultivation The 
male and female organs being upon different 
parts of the plants, and the pollen of one being 
capable of fecundating the silk of another, 
these varieties may be indefinately increased 
| by contiguity of planting. By judicious cross- 
ang, for a succession of years, valuable qual- 
ities may be fixed upon a new variety. I am 
satisfied that the corn plant will acquire had- 
us or peculiar qualities under one system of 
cultivation, continued for a succession of years, 
which it will not lose in ome year, under a 
change of system. In other words, corn 


Let} planted with full distance, will in time become 


the one be supplied and the other attended to.) more prolific, bearing two or three ears to the 


Is it liable to injury from accidents likely to 
befall it? Let these be considered, and, as 
far as possible, guarded against. Let the far- 
mer find out what condition of soil is most 


stalk. When this character is fixed upon it 
the plants may be crowded for one year, with- 
out parting with this double-bearing habit. 
Seed corn, therefore, should be grown to itself, 


conducive to its growth, and “govern himself| having full distance, and only the largest of 


accordingly.” 


the double ears saved for seed. 
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The land intended for corn should be tho- 
roughly broken during winter, where the land 
is suited to winter plowing, as is the case with 
the red lands of Piedmont Virginia. Some 
lands “run together” when plowed in winter, 
and these, of course, should be broken im- 
mediately before planting; but, in any case, 
+oo much pains cannot be taken in thoroughly 
breaking the sod. Subsoiling may pay upon 
‘some lands, but no experiment I have ever 
smade or witnessed, showed any improvement 
in crop from this process. I am inclined to 
‘think more depends upon having the surface 
soil in thorough tilth, than on deep plowing. 
‘On my own and simular lands, seven inches of 
mellow and thoroughly pulverized soil, is all 
the corn crop wants, and my aim in cultivation 
is to get and Xeep this. Where, however, the 
farmer finds his lana underlaid with a subsoil 
impervious to water, he must resort to some 
process of draining. Such a condition is 
destructive to the crop, not so much by 
checking the corn roots in their penetration to 
their:matural depth, as in preventing the cir- 
culation of air aud moisture through the soil. 
Few of us have formed any idea of the force 
exerted in growth ef vegetation. 

Corn roots could easily penetrate such a 
subsoil: as Ihave «mentioned, but isepiies 
teaches them that it would bea “ fool’s errand ” 
they were going on. The free circulation of 
moisture and air, seem to be necessary to pre-' 
pare, the elements of soil, as food for plants. 
The chief object of cultivation is to keep the 
soil in the condition m which this circulation | 
most readily goes on. Eveny farmer has ob- 
served the effect of “ baking ” upon the growth 
of vegetation. Léta crust Fhe formed over the! 

surface, which will, exciude the, air, and veg-| 
etable, growths at once checked. This cir-| 


test of experiment. In nine cases in ten, ao- 
cording to my observation, corn is planted too 
thin. The nearest approach to a ha : can 
give is this: Let the ‘farmer fo 

of the productive capacity of his at, 
calculation or reference to his tables, acertain 
how many stalks he must leave per acre to 
give him, at one ear to the stalk, the product 
fixed upon. When the season is favorable, 
the double-bearing stalks give him his increase 
of crop. Upon good low grounds, four feet or 
four and a half feet by one foot, will give, ac- 
cording to this rule, from fifteen to eighteen 
barrels per acre, which is about the produetive 
capacity of such Jand. On high land, four-foet 
to four and a half feet by two feet is as great 
distance as should be given. If land will not, 
with this distance, bring one good ear to the 
stalk, itis unfit for. corn without manure. An 
application of guano, ashes aud plaster in the 
hill, or even rolling the seed in guano and 
plaster, I have found very beneficial to my 
crop in forcing the young plants out of the 
way of insect pests, and insuring a good stand 
of corn, and this I would do without regard 
to the fertility of the land. 

The furrow for planting should be opened 
with a two horse plow, and, if the land be not 
'thoroughly broken or has become hard after 
being so broken, a coulter should be run in the 
furrow. Care should be taken to lay off the 
rows as nearly horizontal upon hilly land as 
possible. The corn is then dropped, or rather 
drilled along the furrow, putting four or five 
times as many grains as you wish stalks, and 
icovered with a corn coverer. This implement 
is of easy construetion, consisting of two pieees 
about three fees long, not parallel, but rather 
'wider behind than before, each piece having 
three teeth, me harrow teeth and one-culti- 


cule oa seems tobe. the wited. principle of -vator tooth, the latter bemg behind. The 
soul... The gad/s,, which so ;disfigure the en Cal run n just within the edges of the 
of our country, are but Sp ots in which this-vi-| furrow, pulverizing the soil and throwit ng out 
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The proper distance-at which to plant corn Ka cs ie ad mould-board plow, 


has given. rise, to much difference of opi LO 
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the dirt to the corn, and splitting out the mid- 
dle with the cultivator, unless the land be 
very grassy, when I would plow out the whole 
baulk with the mould-board or shovel: plow. 
Of.a favorable season, this is sufficient to 
make the crop, but if the land thereafter re- 
ceive, a dashing rain, or becomes baked, I 
would stir it as it dries out with cultivators. 
Some very judicious farmers use the cultiva- 
tor more freely in the cultivation of the corn 
crop, but in my opinion it is a most indifferent 
implement for any but very clean and light 
land. . For all foul lands, and particularly low- 
grounds, which throw up weeds rapidly, the 
mould-soard plow is decidedly the best imple- 
ment I ever used. The objection sometimes 
urged against it—that the land is liable to 
wash under its use—is in my opinion founded 
inerror, Ifthe corn rows be properly laid off, 
the ridging has rather a tendency to prevent 
washing. Under this system the flow of water 
is checked by these ridges, and much of it is 
absorbed, while a dashing rain beats down the 
level surface, prevents this absorption, and 
consequently the land is washed into gullies. 
Corn cultivated with the mould-board plow, is 
also less liable to be blown down by high 
winds. Hyery farmer should have a supply of 
coulters, cultivators and mould-board plows, as 
each is useful in its place. ‘The coulter for 
hard land, the cultivator for light and, clean 
land, and the mouldboard plow for grass and 
foul growth. It is seldom we havea season or 
see a field which does not require the use of 
all three. 

When the-grain is so far matured as to be 
in the dough state, the stalks may be cut off 
_atthe ground and shocked up. This operation 
may be commenced much sooner than is gen- 
erally supposed, without injury to the crop. 
Indeed experiment shows, that the grain is 
heavier, when allowed thus to feed from the 
stalk cut off, than when allowed to hang until 
fully dried. _Whex the weather is warm, it.1s 
well to make the shocks half the usual size, 
by cutting eight rows and leaving eight alter- 
nately through the field. This’ permits that 
first cut, to cure partially before the rest 
is added to it, and the shock made full 
size. ‘The fodder thus cured is}very nearly 
equal to top-fodder, while the labor of ridding 
the land of crop under this system, is not 
much over half that expended under the old 
system of top cutting and blade pulling. If 
the farmer have force enough to do so, the 
whole crop may be hauled off the land on 
drags, and stacked where it is to be used ; but 
where this cannot be done, by stacking the 
corn in rows and doubling the shocks when 
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cured, the strips thus occupied may be put in 
oats) and the whole field brought into grass at. 
the same time. : 4 

I am aware that the general system of cul- | 
tivation recommended in this paper, is ‘“noth- 
ing new,” but on the contrary I know that the» 
free use of the mould-board plow has gone 
somewhat out of date I can only say that» 
having tried every modern implement now ini» 
use, L am forced to the conclusion that if this 
be the o’d system, no very great improvement: > 
has taken place of late years, in the cultivation: 
of corn in Virginia. I profess to be wedded. 
to no system. 

What I wish especially to impress upon my’ 
brother farmers, is this:’) Whatever work yous 
give your crop, let it be given at the right time... 
Never let the crop show that it wants work, 
and remember that one lick struck in time is: 
worth ten applied a Zittle too late. . 

Respectfully submitted. 

R 


W. i. Nowanp.. 


| Rox, Albemarle County, Va. 


MANAGEMENT OF GARDENS. 

It is a general remark that farmers neglect’ 
their*gardens more than any other class of peo-- 
ple who live in the country; but we believe’ 
that they are losers by so doing, inasmuch.as- 
half the living of a family may be derived from: 
a well cultivated garden. How repugnant to 
every sense of g00d (wing it is to see farmers 
in summer contined to their salt pork, corned 
_becf and potatoes, and devoid of every luxury 
that a good garden may afford, almost without 
cost. How few farmers’ tables show a succes- 
sion of early peas, beans, radishes, salads, green 
corn, &c. &e The article of sweet corn alone 
may be had in every garden—green, and sui- 
table for the table -for three months in the 
year, by successive plantings; yet not one 
farmer in ten has it at all. We annex an 
article from the Horteculturtst that contains 
some good suggestions in regard to gardens, 
walks, &&c.—Kp. 


One of the finest features in the country 
towns of America is, that almost every dwelling 
has its garden—small in many cases it may 
be, but still a garden, and capable of yielding 
many of the comforts and pleasures of gar- 
dening. The mosié active improvers of our 
day, the men who are really doing mst for a 
diffusion of a taste for gardening, are the resi- 
dents of country towns and villages, with their 
acre, half acre, and even quarter acre lots. 
Taking this view of the subject, we naturally 
regard the management of small gardens with 
much interest; and therefore propose, now 
and hereafter, to offer a few hints, in order if 
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possible to establish more correct views in ére- 
gard to the principles which should regulate 
their formation and treatment. 

From pretty extensive observation, we have 
come to the conclusion that one of the most 
serious and prevalent errors m the management 
of small gardens, is attempting too much. This 
grows very naturally out of the desire that al- 
most every man feels to gather round his resi- 
dence the greatest possible variety of interest- 
ing scenes and objects; in other words, to make 
the most of his limited space. In laying out 
a garden, the design may be good, and it may, 
in the first place, be properly executed; but 
no sooner is this done than new trees or plants 
are fancied, and probably a neighbor’s garden 
suggests some new walk or divisions, and thus 
one alteration after another is introduced, and 
the original plan is effaced, and the whole be- 
comes a piece of patchwork. We have seen 
many charming little front gardens utterly 
rained in this way. Now, the beauty of a 
small garden, ana the pleasure it may afford, 
lies not in a great variety of embellishments, 
but in simplicity and high keeping—few walks 
and few trees. 


Numerous walks destroy the unity and ex- 
tent of a small piece of ground, and add very 
materially to the cost of keeping; and as a 
reoular gardener 1s seldom employed in such 
places, the walks become neglected, and grown 
over with grass and weeds, resembling more a 
eattle path than anything else. The principle, 
therefore, should be rigidly adhered to, of hav- 
ing only such walks as are absolutely indis 
pensable, 2 and these to be kept 1 in the best order. 
A good, well-kept walk, is not only a great 
beauty, but a great comfort, whereas nothing 
is so useless and ill-locking as a bad or neg. 
lected one. In most cases a single walk, and 
that a foot walk, six or eight feet wide, | in pro- 
portion ¢ to the extent of the ground, will be 


quite enoug h. 


1 


X wWtrye r € ‘ 
the entrance gate, and the 
4 


The position of 
course of the walk, must be determined by the 
shape of the grounds, and the situation of the 
froni do-r of the dwelling. If the space he- 
tween the house and street be narrow—say 20 
or 39 feet—and the front door be in the centre 
of the building, the most convenient, and pro- 


bably the best, arrangement is the common | 


pposite the door, and 
the walk straight. “It hajald be much be etter if 
houses of this kind were so constructed as to 
have the main entrance at one side, so that the 
ground in front of the principal rooms might 
be kept ina lawn, embellished with a few ap- 
This wou ld be a more agree- 

; 


gate 


one—having the 


proprie ate trees. 
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able sight from the windows than a gravel] 
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walk, and persons deicgiatiinat the house would 
not be directly in front of the windows. When 
the house stands back a sufficient distance, 
even if the front door be in the centre f: 
the street, the walk should approach it by as 
easy curves as possible from one side, leavin 
the ground in front unbroken. A patie | 
walk, however, is not only inconvenient, but 
obviously inconsistent, in a very limited space. 
Box, and all other kinds of edgings, to walks 
that run through grass plots, are not only out 
of place, but add greatly to the expense of 
planting and keeping. Such things are only 
approprite to flower gardens, to make the out- 
lines of walks and beds. Hedges of privet, 
red cedar, or arbor vits, are occasionally 
planted along the edges of walks, but are en- 
tirely superfluous, and have a bad effect, unless 
to screen a wagon road to out-buildings, or to 
separate a front garden or lawn from the 
kitchen garden, or such object as it may be de- 
sirable to conezal. Such hedges have also a 
very good effect when placed immediately be- 
hind a low, open, front lawn, when viewed from 
the dwelling. 


Planting, in most of our small gardens, is 
carried to such an excess as to convert them 
into miniature forests. There must be the 
universal row, of Horse Chesnuts, or some- 
thing else withing the fence; and then the m- 
terior is dotted over closely with all manner of 
shrubs and plants A corner is probably cut 

up into something like a child’s flower garden ; 
small beds, filled with tall, straggling plants, 
lying over the box edgings, covering the 
walks, and giving to the whole a neglected 
and confused appearance. Such management 
displays uo taste, and gives no satisfaction. 

We would discard these straight rows of 
trees, and convert the whole surface into as 
perfect a piece of lawn as could be made. This 
we would embellish with a few, very few, ap- 
propriate trees, mostly evergreens, having as 
great varicty among them as possible, both m 
none rd te habit of growth and that of foliage. 

1e smallest plot, managed on this principle, 
ay be made beautiful. A single tree, such 
Norway Spruce, a Doedar Cedar, a Hem- 
lock Spruce, or any other fe evergreen, or 
deciduous tree, such as a Magnolia, a 
Tulip tree, a Linden, Horse Chestnut or Moun- 
tain Ash, standing on a lawn, having ample 
space on all sides to develop its fair, natural 
habits and proportions, is hited a beautiful 
object, and cannot fail, though h a common tree, 
to attract attention and admiration ; but plant 
three or four, or half dozen such trees where 
one should be, or crowd up the one with un- 
der shrubs and other objects, and you at once 
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destroy the character and expression of the 
tree, and produce a confused mass, that cannot 
fail to be disagreeab e to every one whose taste 
has been even slightly cultivated. 

Few people seem to appreciate fully the 
beauty of apiece of lawn—a beauty which is 
at once cheap and permanent. Most of us de- 
sire to be economical; but what economy is 
there in cutting up small gardens into walks, 
flower borders and beds, and in planting them 
all over with trees and plants? These walks 
and borders need constant care, or they soon 
become unsightly; they need a constant suc 
cession of flowering plants to keep up a dis- 
play. The culture of flowers along borders 
and among trees is never successful or satisfac- 
tory. They must have a place allotted to them- 
selves, where they can be tastefully grouped 
and receive proper attention.. A very impor- 
tant point is the selection of suitable trees for 
small gardens. We very often see trees of 
the largest class planted where there is no 
room for them, simply because such trees are 
planted in every garden. The little front gar- 
dens of street houses in some of the English 
towns delight every one who sees them, by the 
appropriateness of their arrangement and orna- 
ments. A spot of bright green lawn, garnished 
with two or three Laurels or Rhododendrons, 
and some climbing Roses and Honeysuckles 
around the windows, and these all glittering 
with high polish, like a new coin from the 
mint—no cutting up into all manner of mis- 
shaped beds and borders, no entangled masses 


of trees and plants. - 


~ 


THE ONION FAMILY. 

Brom the peculiar flavor of this family of 
esculents, both as a condiment and as a sub- 
stantial article of food, the good housewife 
should insist on introducing the whole family 
into the garden. The London Horticultural 
Society cultivates fourteen varieties of the 
onion. With us, three are enough—the red, 
white and vellow. The soil for the greatest 
perfection of the bulbs isa rich sandy loam. 
Cow manure is preferable to stable; hog ma- 
nure is better than cither ; and hen manure is 
the very best of all. 
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the drills should be twelve inches apart; as 
the onions begin to grow, thin them out in the 
row to six inches, and if the soil and culture 
is right the bulbs will be crowding each other 
in June. Another method of propagating 
the onion is from set«; these may be procured 
by sowing the seeds broadeast in the fall. 
Burn a piece of land over in Septembr, to 
kill the grass seed; then manure it highly; 
spade it deeply in, and sow on it black seed at 
the rate of six pounds to the acre; harrow or 
rake it over, and run the horse or hand roller 
over it. These will make fine bulbs to trans- 
plant into drills in the spring. Another me- 
thod of obtaining the onion is from the top or 
button. This isa cluster of small onions pro- 
duced on the top, instead of the black seed ; 
these should be planted like the set, in the 
fall and winter, but may be planted in Febru- 
ary or March. The next best variety of the 
onion family for Southern culture, is French 
shallots. These produce a button on the top, 
like the tree onion, and may be propagated 
either by the button or dividing the roots; 
‘this variety never decays in the ground, but 
continues winter and spring to throw out off- 
setts from the buttons, and are at all times 
seasonable for soups, stews and hashes. The 
small shallot, or Welsh onion, grows much like 
the large kind, except that it is only propaga- 
ted by dividing the roots. This is mostly 
used as a spring salad, being very mild. The 
ileek is a very important member of the fami- 
ly, not half appreciated at the South. Like 
the shallot it never decays, but continues to 
perpetuate itself by its offsets as long as the 
ground is kept clear of weeds and grass around 
it. It produces a black seed, like the onion, 
from which a start may be got. They area 
great delicacy for the table, being milder than 
the onion, and may taken from the ground 
every month in the year. And last comes that 
quintescence of all the onion tribe, garlic; 
this is propagated by offsetts; it may be left 
in the ground the year round. It is used me- 
dicinally and as a flavorer of condiments. No 
good gardener should be without the whole 
family. 


THE VINEYARD. 


) 


| Two grape vines will make a vineyard, if 
the proprietor chooses to convert their produce 
into wine. And everybody may have two 
|grape vines that will. Our native grapes are 


i ay 
the only vines for open culture, and are supe- 
rior for wine to any of the imported. There 
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umported whiskey and logwood, when they 
could have made a pure wine, wholesome and 
nourishing, as easily as they could yeast. The 
scuppernong makes a pleasant light wine, 
The Catawba and Warrenton make a wine 
equal to the best sherry. The scuppernong 
must be planted from its roots, as it does not 
strike freely from cuttings; the others may 
be started from cuttings, aud in three years 
will yield wine. Old vines should now be 
looked to, the lateral branches cut back to 
three or four buds, all the dead wood taken 
out, and the vines trained to posts or trellises. 
Guano worked in, around grape vines, will in 
crease their productiveness. Where this en- 
not be got, lime ard hen manure will answer a 
good purpose. There is uo grape vine so well 
adapted to arbors as the scuppernong. It is 
a rapid grower, branches thick, holds its foli- 
age longer than any other vine, and bears 
heavy crops without pruning. With this vine 
the owner of a half acre lot may have a vine- 
yard. 


eet 


The above on onions and grapes, are from Mr. 
Peabody, of the Soil of the South, probably the 
best gardener in the Southern States. The follow- 
ing on peas, we have no doubt, from having tried 
the plan with Trish potatoes, is capital: 


The English pea, one of the most delicious 
of all the garden luxuries, has also been sup- 
posed by many not well adapted to the South- 
ern climate, from the fact that its home seems 
to be in England, where the atmosphere is al- 
ways moist. But, if the early kinds are planted 
this month, in a soil abounding in humus, 
where moisture can be retained, without 
being wet, they perfect here before the ex- 
treme hot weather comes on, and are equal > 
any raised in colder latitudes There are sev 
eral extra carly kinds. We prefer the early 
‘' cedo nult.”' After the young plants have 
been once worked, aid sticks placed for them 
to run, upon, the whole ground between the 
rows should be covered several inches deep 
with leaves or straw. ‘This will cause them to 
bear much longer, and to yield larger and bet- 
ter filled pods. ‘Fry it, you who have failed 
to raise English peas because the climate was 
too hot, and you will confess that when you 
adapt all your culture to the climate, you can 
raise all the garden vegetables here as well as 
in Old or New England. 

Cucumbers and squashes, says the same 
good authority, may be brought forward early 
by taking a barrel, sawing it in two, and sink- 
ing it nearly to the top im the ground, then 
filling it half fullof well rotted stable man- 


\as big as my leg. if I-can get it. 


ure, over which place some soil, in which sow 


the seed. In cold nights, the top of the bar-, 
rel can be covered to protect the plants from 


frost; as the plants begin to run they will be 


safe from cold, and will venture over the top. 
of the barrel, running and bearing astonish- 


ingly. Four barrels appropriated this way, 


will supply a good sized family with squashes. 

and cucumbers. 4 
Spring turnips may now be sowed; put. 

them in drills, and be very careful to sow thin. 


The above directions are all for February, in the 
latitude of Columbus, Georgia. Our climate is 
from four to six weeks later; so that they will an- 
swer here for March, (from 1st to i5th.) 

We are indebted to Mr. Peabody for a small 
package of the dwarf okra, which being well cul- 
tivated, says Mr. Peabody, will prove so good that 
we will never cultivate any other. They are not 
for distribution. 

Okra may be brought forward some weeks ear- 
lier by first starting it in the hot-bed, and trans- 
planting with care. lor okra, like cotton, may be 
transplanted safely. : 


For the Southern Planter. 
INDIAN CORN. 

SEep.——The proper kind of corn for planting 
in pari ular latitudes, loaclities, aud qualities of 
land, is a matter of much importance. | have 
no partiality for colour, but much for long grain 
andlarge cob. Jam aware thit many persons 
advocate a small cob, but until | am shown a 
small cob with such icne grain as to make a 
large ear, I will hold onto my big cob, yes 
¢ A small ox 
does nét yield a large hide; neither have I ever 
seen a smal! cob yield a large ear. 

The proper enquiry, however, is not so much 
about the cob, but what kind of seed will yield 
‘he greatest quantity of graia on a given quan- 
itv of land? 

There may be some advantage in the culture 
of the double eared corn, but of this I have 
doubts. Is it not true that by an increased dis- 
tance, any kind of corn will produce two or more 
ears to the stalk; and is it not true, that by a 
diminished di-tance, the double eared corn will 
only preduce one ear to the stalk ? And isit not 
true that an acre of Jand can only produce a 
quantity of corn correspondent to its quality, 
locality, and culture? Ifthese be facts, why grow 
two sniall ears to the statk, which yield no more 
grain than one large ear? 

Kor my present purpose it will suffiice to divide 
corn into three different kinds or species, to wit: 
courd seed, flint, and a species between these 
two, which we will call improved gourd seed. 

It has been at least fifty-five years since I last 
saw the gourd seed in Virginia. It belongs to a 
more southern climate, and there let it remain. 
Aithough the people of Virginia have aban- 
doned the gourd seed, yet they have adopted a 
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more inferior kind from the North; I mean the 
little flint. ‘I'he only plea for the culture of this 


corn in Virginia, is its superior weight, and early | 


maturity. But I prefer a house full and a big 
blade stack, toacrib full, and a little blade stack. 
It is true, nevertheless, that in many places West 
of the Blue Ridge, and on aome elevated places 
on the East side, the Northern flint corn should 
be planted ; because here the altitude or locality 
creates a similitude to the more Northern lati- 
tudes. The flint corn properly belongs to a more 
Northern climate (with the exceptions above al- 
Iuded to) and there it should remain. 

The proper seed corn for old. Virginia, is the 
improved gourd seed; and if the reader does 
not understand what I mean by improved gourd 
seed, just let him look into his own corn house, 
as well asthe houses of all his neighbors, and 
thence pick out the longest grain and the lar- 
gest ear he can find; which being planted sepa- 
rate from any other, and from the ‘offspring of 
which pick and plant again and again, and | 
warrant him a first rate improved gourd seed. 
About 40 years ago I put this plan into execu- 
tion, and I have ever been proud-of the result. 
No matter whether the grain be white or yellow, 
but I beseech you beware of ring-streaked, 
speckled and spotted; for as soon would I have 
my flock of sheep mixed up black and white, 
long legs and short legs, fine wool and coarse 
wool. 


Planting— Reason and experience both teach 
us that corn can be planted so thick, that al- 
though the yield of plant is most abundant, yet 
the grain will be wanting. And that if} on the 
contrary, only one or two hundred plants be 
cultivated to the acre, the ears will be large but 
the grain will be deficient in quantity. It is 
therefore evident that experience can only teach 
us what number of plants should be alloted to 
the aere. 

Long experience has taught me that the im- 
proved gourd seed corn will grow from & to 16 
feet high, according to the quality of the land; 
averaging say 11 feet high. The rows should 
be as wide as half the height of the corn, say 
54 feet; and the plants on the row 15 to 16 
inches; which would give about 6000 plants to 
the acre. | 

Corn should be planted thick enough to en- 
sure a full possession of the ground by the roots; 
or in other words, the roots should be so nume- 
rousas to penetrate every inch of ground, passing, 
crossing and lapping in every direction. And! 
as itis known that the roots of corn will extend | 
im proportion to the height of the plant, it | 


ma 
so let 


be remembered that if it is expected that the| 
planted corn will only grow six feet high, the 


rows should only be half this, say three feet| 
apart; but in all cases I would make the dis-| 
tance between the plants the same, say 15 or'| 
16 inches; thus increasing the number of plants 
in proportion to their diminished height. 

Corn needs all the sun it can get to the ground 
from the time of its planting till it is ia the tas- 
sel; but after this the sun only on the plant will 


lof farming ? 


suffice. After corn has arrived to tasseling it 


néeds all the water it can get, and the profuse 
shade from thick planting will prevent evapo- 
ration. 

On rich land planted as above recommended, 
and properly cultivated till the corn is in the 
tassel, 1 defy a weed, or a pumpkin or pea to 
grow. Indeed how can they grow when the 
corn has full possession ? 


If one requires to be informed how ground 
should be prepared for the heaviest possible 
crop of corn, I would advise the spreading of 
a heavy coat of manure, and turning it under 
about knee deep; then another coat of manure 


and plough again; then pulverize, manure in 


the hill, and plant. Cultivate the crop in the 
best manner, and if you do not make 200 bushels 
to the acre, it is because the crop suffered for 
rain, or other water, after getting in the tassel. 
Corn is a gross feeder, and therefore no danger 
of a gorge of food, provided a proportionate 
quantity of water is also given. 
Otp Man. 


Amuerst, Feb., 1856. 


PROFITABLE FARMING IN THE NORTHERN 
NECK. 

A farmer in the Northern Neck of Va., 
from an estate which, only several years since, 
cost $13,000, has, during the present year, 
thrown into this market its products, yielding 
him the very handsome nett sum of $10,500. 

Aside from the unusually remunerating 
prices of our staple productions, during the 
past twelve months, there is perhaps no sec- 
tion of the State in which the Agriculturist 
secures a more satisfactory return for the in- 
vestment for capital and labor, than is realized 
in that peninsula range of country between the 
Potomac river on one side and the navigable 
Rappahannock on the other. Its rare facil- 
ities for intercourse with all the prominent 
markets; the abundance and cheapness of the 
means of good living, added to the intelligence, 
refinement, and the thoroughly old Virginian 
hospitality of its people, are inviting to it, par- 
ticularly in the lower counties, a description 
of immigration which, we understand, is of a 
very desirable character— Alex. Sentinel. 


THE PHYSICAL AND INTELLECTUAL PLEAS- 
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consist of finding 
easure in the operations 
Among other things you name 
‘ the monotonous business of holding the plow 
from early in the morning to late in the even- 
ing? As too commonly conducted, I grant 
at plowing is not a, particularly agreable bus- 
iness, and that you bavi ( My 
tersely. ‘Too many plows: 

no thought about the true $0 ow) Moe 
ples of their business, areu | y to or 


Ta 


FR 


over the greatest possible breadth of4and in a 
day, than to do proper and the best work. 
They cut their furrows too shallow, and ‘as 
wide as, or wider than the plow can poseibly 
turn them, and what portion cannot be got over 
with the plow and aided by the fuot of the 
ploughman, rolls back into its bed again, and 
the next time round its “grass side up” is put 
out of sight by the “cut and cover” operation, 
making a high ridge of earth with a deep hol 
beside it. The ploughman twists and turns 
himself in all manner of shapes, is vexed with 
his plow, scolds atand whips his team furiously, 
labors and tugs and sweats away, “from early 
in the morning till late in the evening,” and can 
ehow you as big and as mean.a day’s work as 
you could wish t> see, with hardly a rod square 
of passably good work in the whole piece. | 
would not allow auch a workman to plow a day 
for me if he would do the work for nothing. 
and pay ten dollara forthe privilege. But if 
properly conducted sity for ten hours in a day, 
which 1s alla merciful man will require of his 
animals of draught, however he may be dispos- 
ed as to himsell, plowing is one of the finest and 
most exhilirating employments in the world. 


Did you ever investigate the accurate philos- 
ophy of the plow and of plowing? ‘Take a 
highly improved modern plow, and study it. 
Look at it as a whole implement, and at its sev. 
eral parts, and reflect what a world of profound 
study it has cost to produce that same imple- 
ment. What high mechanical principles it in- 
volves, and how beautifully do they combine 
together to produce an exact and most valuable 
result. There is the mould-board alone, al- 
though an exact mathematical combination, 
yet it is a problem for you, ([ speak advisedly,) 
which, if you have not solved it, its selusion 
will give you a pretty sharp brush, with al: 
your mathematics. Then, toe, a combination 
of mathematics. a litt.e varied to suit each cage, 
will give you the best form of mould-board for 
.sandy and gravelly scils, for clay, and heavy 
moist aoils generally, and for best working stub- 
ble land. The plow best adapted to sandy, 
and generally light, dry soils, will lay flat fue- 
rows, accurately shut ia beside each other, thus 

reventing a too great natural tendency to 
evaporatin, incident to such soils. Your 
mathematics will show you that a couller set 
beveling to the land, an inclined landside to 
the plow, and a concave lined mouldboard, all 
contribute to facilitate the laying of flat furrows. 
and that it would be difficult-to drop the edges 

down accurately beside each other without these 
“ geveral provisions. The plow best adapted to 
clay and other heavy or moist soils, cuts rectan- 

ular furrows and lays ‘hem at an inclination of 
45 deg. to the horizon. Your mathematics will 
show you that this is the best pesition for the 
furrows of such soils to be placed in. It can be 
undeniably demonstrated that none but rectan- 
gular furrows, whose depth is to their width as 


two is to three, can be laid at an inclination of 


45 deg. present in their projecting angles a 
greater surface of soil to the ameliorating in- 
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fluences of the atmosphere, and greater cubical 
contents of soil for the harrow to operate on in 
raising a deep fine tilth, or seed-bed, and ermit 
underneath them a freer circulation of air, and 
passage from the surface of superfluous mois- 
ture, than furrows of any other form or propor- 
tions that are practicable to be turned. ‘The 
plough in the very best manner adapted to the 
working of stubble lands, will be higher in the 


é/beam to enable it to pass obstructions, and 


shorter in the turn of its mould-board, than ei- 
ther of the preceding, will bave a greater depth 
of iron inthe back parts of the mould-board, 
which will tend to throw its loose stubble fur- 
row all over to an isverted position, and leave 
a perfectly clean channel behind it for the re- 
cepuon of the nextfurrow. Thus you see there 
is quite a philosophy in plows and in plowing, 
which the intellectual farmer is bound to 
under-tand. 
However dull and monotunous the business 
of ploughing may be to you, it is not at all so 
to me. Starting my team a-field of a bright 
spring morning, with my plough all bright 
and clean from its winter quarters, I feel as 
honest a pride and pleasure at the thought of 
my occupation as I ever do when engaging in 
inv employment. I strike out my lands with a 
furrow as straight as an airline. After this is 
accomplished, | guage my plough to cut deep 
furrows, and as narrow as is possibly compat- 
ible with the depth, and then take them off the 
land of uniformly exact depth and width, never 
allowing a crooked furrow to be seen in my 
plowing. To me it is very exhilirating to see 
the furrows roll off my polished mould-board, 
and lay beside each other with as accurate a 
finish as though they had been joined by a car- 
penter’s tools and to think, as my eye aurveys 
the smoking soil thus prepared, how mother 
earth always delights in bountifully rewarding 
the careful husbandman,—that she invites a 
liberal, intelligent and accurate cultivation, by 
lreturning aa compensation a greatly increased 
crop. [| Frep. Hotsroox,in N. Eng. Farmer.] 


LEXINGTON AND LECOMTE. 


The following description of these celebrated 
race horses is taken from an article in a recent 
number of the New York Spirit of the Times, 
written by a friend of the latter horse, and not a 
friend to the former. All must read with some 
allowance for particulars: 


Lexincron was bred by Dr. Warfield, near 
Lexington, Kentucky; he was got by Boston 
ou! of Alice Carneal by imported Safedon. He 
st nds about 15 hands 3 inches in height, and is 
of good length. Heisarich bay, much marked 
with white on all his legs, in the face, and in one 
eye. He is the first wall-eyed horse we ever 
saw that had weakeyes. Without any very ex- 
cellent point, he has no bad one, but is a remark- 
ably even made horse, with that justness of pro- 
portion and admirable adaptation of one part to 
another that gives assurance of an easy work- 
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ing machine. His body, like that of most of 
Boston's sons, is very fine. His bones are 
small, and his muscte very light indeed; his 
arms and second thighs are thin almost to a 
detect. His action is round and remarkably 
elastic, in fact it is the perfection of that style. 
ne ny particularly adapted to deep ground and 
mud. 
few equals—There is but little ditlerence be- 
tween Lexington and Lecomte, but that little 
is in favor ef the latter. | 

Lecomre was bred by Gen. T. J. Wells, of 
the Parish of Rapides, in the State of Louisi- 
ana, and was got by Bosten, out of Reel; she 
by imported Glencoe, out of imported Galopade 
by Catton. He isa rich chestnut, with white 
on one hind leg, which reaches a little above 
the pastern joint. He stands 15 hands 3 inches 
in height. Is in fine racing form, and weil 
spread throughout his whole frame, with such 
an abundance of bone, tendon and mucsle, that 
he would bea useful horse for any purpose. 
His temper is excellent; he is easily placed ina 
race, and yet responds promptly to the extent of 
his ability. He never tears him-elf and jock ’y 
to pieses by attempting torun away. His ac- 
tion is low, smooth, and easy. His stride is 
about twenty-three feet, he gets away from the 
score |.ke a quarter horse, and ie equal to any 
weight. He has aconatitution of iron, the appe- 
tite of a lion, would eat sixteen quarts of feed in 
twenty four hours, if it was given to him, and 
ean stand as much work asa team of mules. 
In a word, he has all the good points and qual- 
ities of both sire and dam, without their defects; 
consequently, he is about as fine a specimen cf 
a thoroughbred as can be found in this or any 
other country. 


MR. EPES’ CHESTER HOGS. 


We have been furnished by Thos. W. Epes, 
Esq., of Powell’s Hotel, with a memorandum of 
gales of brood sows and pigs of this celebrated 
variety, made within a short time past, riamely: 


1 brood sow, 2 years, 4 months old at $50 


1 brood sow, 1 year, 4 monthe old at 50 
1 brood sow, 6 monthe old at aly 
2 pigs, 4 months old at 40 


We have spoken of Mr. Epes’ Chester swine 
before, and have only to repeat that they are as 
perfect and eymmetrical animals as we have 
ever seen. They have been bred with the 
greatest care, and from the best of their kind 
that could be selected, of either sex—the great 
object being the improvement of the stock. 
Unfortunately, for Mr. E. and the community, 
the municipal law relating to swine in the city, 
imposed such restrictiona upon him that he hae 
had to reduce his number—but for which he 
would not have taken a hundred dollars apiece 
for his sows. 

The above prices indicate the high estimation 
in which the Chester hogs are held, az well as 
Mr. E.’s skill aa a breeder If any of our other 
friends can supply us with statistics, either of 
prices or weights we should be obliged to 
them.—Southern Farmer. 


As a race horse, at all distances, he has | 


Communicated to the Virginia Slate Agricultural 


Society. 


GUANO AS A FERTILIZER, AND AS CON- 
NECTED WITH SOIL, IMPROVEMENT, &e. 


By Dr. P. B. Penpveron, or Louisa. 
[A Premium of Twenty Dollars.) 


The use of Guano by the undersigned through 
a series of yeara and to no small extent,—on 
a variety of soils, and under various circum- 
stances—at different depths, and on all sorts of 
crops; together with an observation of its ef- 
fects under applications by others, induces him 
to speak of its proximate and ultimate action, 
on much of the soil and vegetation of middle 
Virginia, with some degree of confidence. 

It is not the design of the writer, however, 
to entertain the curious withany plausible theory 
of its action, but simply to present tor the eon- 
sideration of the practical farmer and planter, 
a practical and: concise eaypose of the subject. 
Nor is it intended to insist that all the facts and 
e»nclusions he may present will be found true 
and legitimate as to the soils of all sections of 
the State. This communication is especially” 
addressed to the farmers of middle Virginia, to 
many at least of those who farm it in that see- 
tion of the State lying between the blue ridge 
and the falls of our eastern rivers, which, except 
accasional strata of stone lime, ig, as far as hag 
been ascertained, wanting in any of the ordi- 
nary calcareous deposits. 

Hitherto a standing and stereotyped prescrip- 
tion, with agricultural writers, for renovating 
poor land, has been a heavy application either 
of shell or stone lime, or of the impure carbo- 
nate of Jime in the form of marl. It is proposed 
by the undesigned in the outset briefly to show 
that the signs by which these writers have theo- 
retically determined the precise condition ofsuch 
soils, and from which they have inferred and 
urged the necessity of such lime applications, 
in reality are no reliable indications of either the 
one or the other. And, indeed, it is insisted 
that to prescribe ime asa sine qua non to im- 
provement, would be practically, as to a large 
section of middle Virginia, quite as absurd as to 
prescribe mareh mud for afarm in the moun- 
tains, or plastic clay for one in tide water, sim- 
ply for the reason that the high cost of lime in 
the section in question makes ils use to any 
extent impracticable, and therefore, on such 
soils, some other agent, or agencies,—must be 
employed. 

The external signs by which the farmer re- 
cognises a poor soil, eeldom deceive him; but 
ag Was intimated, it is contended that neither 
these nor any other mere outward indications 
can reliably determine what is the precise 
chemical constitution and condition of such a 
soil, nor what are its real deficiencies and re- 
quirements ; and that these questions cannot be 
determined definitely by any other means, than 
by a minute chemical analysis of the soil itself; 
and, farther, that it is only by a series of experi- 
mente, carefully condueted, that even a rational 
inference on the subject can be deduced. 
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To illustrate this idea, let it be said that the 
farmer of tide water knows that the presence 
ona soil in his section, of certain planta, such 
as broom grass, sheep sorrel, etc. unerringly 
indicates poverty,and that by actual experiment 
it has been found that lime or marl, in certain 

uaatities, is sure and economic means of pro- 

ucing a speedy and permanent improvement 
of said soil, and that less quantities of these cal- 
careous manures is altogether inefficient. Now 
while thi and other similar experiments might 
anthorize him rationally to infer a deficiency of 
lime in-his soil, as well as the necessity of ap- 
plying it as above, it would be by no means 
satisfactory proof of either; for, after all, there 
may have been present an abundance of some 
salt of lime, unavailable, because insoluble—in 
connection with some poisonous salt of iron ;— 
both of which, thorough drainage and plowing 
might have remedied to a considerable extent. 
Still less would such an experiment prove a de- 
ficiency of lime in a soi! of a distant locality— 
and indeed there is abundant proof that sheep 
sorrel is not incompatible with fertility, and else- 
where than in tide water, eften grows well on 
soile, presumeably, rich in lime—because long 
proverbially fertile and especially productive in 
those crops known to require a good deal of that 
mineral; and farther, that broom grass soils 
even have been made very productive without 
the use of lime. So that evan admitting it to 
have been demonstrated, that the presence of 
eertain planta on a tide water soil, indicates a 
deficiency of lime, and the necessity of apply- 
ing it inorder to any permanent improvement, 
¢wo important questions would yet arise. 

let... Will similar applications of lime to the 
above, on all those poor soils in middle Virginia, 
which present similar signs of poverty, &c., 
prove alike beneficial? And, 2d. are such ap- 
plications of lime equally necessary tn order to 
their permanent improvement ? 

In answer to the first question, it may be atated 
that the writer’s experience with fresh slacked 
stone lime, mainly in compost with farm pen ma- 
nures, applied at different times to the extent in 
the aggregate ofa hundred bushels or more, and 
in one instance at the cost of some 10 or 12 
dollars per acre. mainly on pine and broom 
straw soils, together with the observation of its 
effects under various applications by others in 
different localities—the details of which cannot 
be here given*—justifies the conelusion that 
lume does not on many, at least, of the soils of 
middle Virginia, produce the same beneficial 
effects it does in tide water! 


* Mr. W. H. Harris, a neighbor of the undersigned, some 
stx or cight years ago used about 500 bushels of shell lime 
om & granite scil—in quantities generally of twenty-five 
bushels to the acre, broad cast for cern—-and did not see 
hat the corn was any better than on similar land adjoining 
and unlimed—nor did he see any benefit in the wheat that 
followed, nor in the clever. These lands have since been 
several times in corn, and the corn in no instance was any 
better than what he had a right to expect from an improved 
mode of tillage and the use of guano. Other similar re- 
salts im great numbers could be given as the experience of 
many ef our best farmers in the use of lime, 


In respect to the 2hd question, it would only 
he necessary to appeal tothe almoet universal ex- 
perience of the farmers of middle Virginia, to be 
told that, in order to the improvement of a gen-. 
erality of their poor soils, it has not been found 
necessary to use lime atall. Indeed there are 
thousands of farmers, all over the above section, 
who never used a bushel of lime in their lives, 
who could testify to the improvement, within the 
last few years, of pine, broom, grass and sorrel 
soils without the use of lime, and with clover 
and plaster alone, go as to enhance their money 
value from 100 to 200 per cent. 

But there are other soils, chiefly located in 
the tobacco district of the State, presenting eimi- 
lar external signs of poverty, and of the neces- 
aity of lime, with those which have been relied 
on in tide water, as proof of both on which 
hitherto neither lime nor plaster seems to 
have had any very marked effect, and these 
soils, because they have been unjustly regarded 
as the most destitute and difficult to improve of 
allothera, and because their agricultural advan- 
tages and capabilities have been generally un- 
derrated by agricultural writers, shall now re- 
ceive especial consideration. 

It would be agreeable to the writer of this 
essay, had he the means of teating a variety of 
the soils of tide water, to compare, from approxi- 
mative results, the average proportions of lime 
in the two sections. It might be profitable also 
to compare the histories of the two sections—to 
notice the fact, that while the one, through a long 
period of time has been generally appropriated 
to a mixed husbandry, in which tobacco, the 
most troublesome and lime-absorbing of all 
crops, pressing in, between corn and wheat, has 
not only almost entirely consumed ail the oth- 
erwise spare labor of the farm, which could 
have been given to a general improvement, but 
has actually nearly consumed all the manure 
made—the other has long been devoted almost 
exclusively to grain growing, and thus received 
all the benefits resulting from a system of exten- 
sive fallowing, and all the advantages of much 
spare time and means for making and applying 
manures—that while in the one, much of the 
crops has been returned to the land as manure 
or otherwise, in the other nearly the whole has 
been sold off—and farther, it might be well to 
make some allowance for the impulse given to 
farming in tide water, under the immediate in- 
fluence of such distinguished farmers and wri- 
ters as the authors of “Arator,” and of “Calca- 
reous Manures,” advantages but little enjoyedin 
middie Virginia; and lastly, to make some esti- 
mate in dollars and cents of the present compa- 
rative profit of farming in the two sections ; but 
allthese matters. even could they be fairly stated, 
would lengthen too much this communication. 


The writer. therejore, as the result of a per- 
sonal examination of a variety of the soils of 
middle Virginia as to their lime constituents, 
and from what he has gathered from the written 
and verhal testimony of others as to the gene- 
ral composition of the soils of tide water, as well 
as from much that may be fairly inferred from 
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the histories of the two sections—will proceed 
to assume as probably true, that the average 
proportions of lime naturally present in the 
soils of middle Virginia, is greater than what is 
naturally present inthe soils of tide water—and 
that to improve the former so as to render them 
remunerative for farming purposes, artificial 
applications of lime are not indispensable. 

We are now brought to notice, in the next 
place, some of the most available means of im- 
provement for many of the soils of middle Vir- 
ginia, and the first agent in importance, unques- 
tionably, is Peruvian Guano. 

The immediate action of this fertilizer in pro- 
moting the growth of every species of vegeta- 
tion, is so well known and appreciated generally, 
itneeds hardly to be alluded to; nor would it 
perhaps be less a work of supererogation to 
attempt a demonstration of the immediate pro- 
fit, in dollars and cents, from its use, even at its 
present hiyh price, on such crops as wheat and 
tobacco. But these benefits have been thought 

_ by many experienced farmers to be after all 
more apparent than real, and in the opinion of 
some, guano at least is but a mere stimulant, 
and acts on the soil just as alchohol does on the 
human organism, produciag temporarily a con- 
siderable effect, but leaving the soil in the end 
poorer than it was in the beginning. This is 
certainly a very simple and convenient expla- 
nation of the matter. But unfortunately the 
very comparisonisabsurd. Every body knows 
something of the peculiar effects of alcohol on 
the living nerves and blood vessels of a human 
being; but no one ever supposed that the soil 
had either nerves or blood vessels, or any thing 
analagous to either of them. All agree, that 
guano possesses in a high degree nearly every 
element of vegetable life and nutrition—but no 
one ever attributed to alchohol any nutritive 
properties whatever; and hence to call guanoa 
stimulant and compare it with alcohol—to 
liken the soil tothe human organism, and sup- 
pose it can be stimulated with Guano, just as 
aman isstimulated with brandy, is ridiculous 
and absurd. 


But others, who etyle Guano a stimulant, be- 
ing more profound in the therapeutics of ag- 
riculture, explain their meaning in this way: 
thata chief constituent of guano being ammonia, 
and theinvariahle effects of this agent being, 
to cause a rapid growth of the stalks and a cor- 
responding extension of the roots of plants, the 
abstraction from the soil of mineral matter by 
guanoed plants is greatly increased, and may 
be so extensive as entirely to deprive it of cer- 
tain mineral constituents already scarce, and 
thus leave it hopelessly barren. This objection 
being somewhat plausible, deserves cunsidera- 
tion; but asa passing remark it may be said 
that even if this were so, and one or two crops 
of guanoed wheat should be able to abstract 
all of certain minerals, such as lime and potash. 
from the soil, it would only prove, as we shall 
presently see, that these minerals were present 
in such very infinitesimal proportions that they 
could never have been of any great importance, 


agriculturally, any way, and therefore as to the 
policy of applying Guano under the circum- 
stances, the only question the farmer would 
have to determine woud be, whether, in the form 
of twenty-five bushels of wheat and a certain 
quantity of straw, he would obtain a satisfactory 
equivalent for his thirty pounds of potash and 
eight or ten pounds of lime consumed by said 
crop of wheat—the cost of which minerals, if re- 
turned to the soil, would not much exceed one 
dollar. 

But let us now examine more closely the as- 
sumption that guano, acting as a stimulant on 
ihe soul, tends to produce barrenness by exhuust- 
ing its storeof mineral matter. As preliminary 
to the investigation of this question, the first 
point to be settled is, how much of this mineral 
matter is added to the soil in an ordinary appli- 
cation of guano, and how much is abstracted 
from the soil in an ordinary crop, say of wheat. 
This and other kindred matters will require 
sundry tabular statements, to which the close 
and patient attention of the reader is earnestly 
requested. The average composition of good 
guano, according to Dr. Ure and Prof. Way, ia 
in 100 parts, about as follows: 


Organic matter and salts of ammonia. ........38 
Karthy ‘phosphates .i.)5. 6c. eee. ces eae RD 
BO 8 IED Bi 0 oe dale 8 ia eae | 
Alkaline salts....... att ; S36 
Water 20.0; 2.5) Bis A dite cise) ot Ake 

160 


Now, suppose the farmer should apply of this 
guano 400 pounds to an acre of very poor land 
for wheat, then it appears from the above ana- 
lysis that there is actually added to this acre of 
land, of mineral or inorganic saline matter, 
about as follows: 

Earthy phosphates seve Sone ever LOO, pontigs 
Alkaline Salts... ic) sec sy oo . 26 i 


Total.................125 pounds. 


Suppose now the yield from the acre should 
be as much as 25 bushels of wheat and 3,000 
pounds cf straw, (a very liberal count,) then, 
according to analyses made by Mr. Prideaux 
and Prot: Johnston, of the entire wheat plant, 
this amount of crop would abstract from the 
soil (silica excepted, of which there is always a 
superabundance in the soil,) in round numbers 
about as follows: 


Oth ee ise s sees hae e ase ss 29 pounds 
"(010 a ae : ers! " 
Mapnesia ..... 20.05! . ‘ .10 " 
Phosphoric -a0idhic ds seltin Ki Pia sta ba 
Salphanie aed...) 2: 10 . 
CUIORIME?. SEE eee ey : i i 
PME FE ees Rize! rn 
Potash ase . 83 pounds. 


So that in applying 400 pounds of good Pe- 
ruvian guano to an acre of Jand, there is added 
to the soi] of mineral matter about 125 pounds, 
and in taking off a crop of 25 bushels of wheat 
and 3,000 pounds of straw, there is abstraeted 
from the soil only about 83 pounds of mineral 
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matter. Jn other words, 43 pounds more is|that these are formed of the drift of granite as 
added inthe guano than is abstracted in the|stated, (many of our fine tobacco, as well ar 
orp: other worn out soils, are formed from a species 
ut surely no one believes that any soil, how-|of granite more decomposible and richer in 
ever poor, is to be found entirely destitute of |lime than true granite,) and the amount, per 
the foregoing minerals. Is it not a fact known |acre of lime and alkali, taking the soil at only 
and acknowledged by many observing farmers, |aix inches deep, would be as follows: The,cu- 
that pines spring up thickly and quickly on the|bic foot of such soils weighs 90 pounds, or at 
poorest soils when allowed rest, and eften in no|six inches deep, 45 pounds. The acre at this 
more than a quarter century, yield as much as|depth contains 21,280 cubic feet, which will 
50 cords of wood to the acre? Well, then, this | afford 3.626 pounds of lime, and 73,311 pounds 
wood, when burnt, will leave of ash about 50|of potash.” 
bushels, which, at 50 pounds to the bushel,| That is to say, supposing the soil to undergo 
would weigh 2,500 pounds. This amount of'|no physical change, and the roots of plants to 
ash, according to analysis by Dr. Dana, would| penetrate in the soil no deeper than the aix 


contain about as follows: inches, there is lime enough in such a sotl as 
Carbonic acid.....................480 pounds |!he above to grow every year crops of 25 bush- 
Bulphuric acid wun. vod uel ieee: 85.514 els of wheat for nearly a thousand years, and 
Ailleaier dcidicts. imine jon sath at, Balls 180 « [of potash enough for about 2600 years! But 
Potash and: Soda@eis: ved bots we aee 875 & the soil is constantly changing under the level- 
INN EOT fe ctsitsne siaavere aH eng ohare. sects Lad 100 ef ing action of water, and the roots of the wheat 
Phosphoric acid... ... ...-beee eo eee 7 plant do extend much deeper than the six inch- 
PACTS oe. ich nue: syazniny gs Boie earns 108 t es, so that it may be very safely affirmed that 
USSG h8 bi) REA AS a a a 275 + the supply in a generality of soils, of these and 
Oxide Manganese......... ........ 70 tall other necessary mineral matters, is quite 
| 57) 212) Sa ate ieee ele a aaa Le ai 340 inexhaustible. 


That is to say, thia ash alone contains of| But let us not be misunderstood on this point. 
potash, soda, lime, magnesia, phosphoric and |It is not asserted, nor believed, that the supply 
sulphuric acids, in the aggregate, about fifteen | of soluble saline or mineral matter in these soils 
times as much as a crop of 25 bushels of wheat |is ample, or even as much as would be neces- 
and 3,000 pounds of straw would consume! But|sary to render them first rate grass or corn 
this is not all: the pine shatters annually re-|lands. They are adapted by nature to tobacco, 
turned to the soil during the growth of pines is}and could not, perhaps, by any course of treat- 
known to be rich in saline matter, and the ex-;ment, be made very suitable for many other 
perienced farroer knows that pine land, even |crops. But it is asserted as probably true, that 
after all the wood has been taken off, always/the supply of insoluble saline matter, as it ex- 
produces a good crop of any kind. ists in most of these soils, is inexhaustible. And 

The foregoing facts, which cannot be gain-|this arrangement of chemical combinations, 
said, ought to be sufficient to quiet the fears of | which endows the goil with a power of resist- 
all those nervous farmers who dread the stimu-|ance and self-preservation, and enables it to 
lating action of guano. But while they prove | withstand, ina great measure, the wasting in- 
beyond all question the presence in the very fluences of nature and art, is but another man- 
poorest soils of a considerable quantity of min-|ifestation of the wisdom and voodness of Him 
eral matter, they do not at all exhibit the actual | who doeth all things well. Without it, a speedy 
quantity present. This is done by Dr. Dana, ;and hopeless exhaustion of all soils would ne- 
whose estimates are for a soil formed from drift|cessarily ensue. But by it, and under judicious 
granite—heing a minute analysis of true gran-|farming, a gradual but constant and sufficient 
ite, which is universally regarded as nearly the | conversion of saline matter from an insoluble to 
poorest rock in saline matter of any. The|asoluble state is effected to satisfy, in the main, 
composition of this rock in 100 parts is as fa}. | the wants of most crops. 


lows: Having now disposed of the very erroneous 
Ee ce tts ee 74.94|notion that guane is a stimulant, and as such 
Allumina....... OT ee eee eee 12.80 {injurious to the soil, it would be in order next to 
PGhEGM os). seis ake dee cre ose see dee 7.48 'no ice one other objection fo its use: that of its 
MEASNOSIO: §cne cc ce Feay aids tbe vee. doe OG | hurtful action on the soi] as a caustic. But as 
Lime .... 2... eee eee eee ee eees eee uses. 87] this will be considered presently in connection 
Oxides Iron and Manganese............... 2.05] with green manures, it is now proposed to pass 


Showing that, in every 100 parts of éruejon to notice very briefly, and in a desultory 
grani’e, there is present about seven and a half| Way, some of the beneficial effects of guano. 
pounds of potash and. three-eighths of a pound| This fertilizer has been used by the under- 
of line, both in the form of insoluble silicates,; signed through a period of some eight years, 
however, which, nevertheless, are slowly de-/and has been in use by others. near neighbors, 
composable and rendered soluble under atmos-jand to a large extent, for about the same length 
pheric and other agencies. On which Dr. Dana|of time—ivany of these farmers using more 
remarks: “ft is evident unexhausted and ex-|than 50 tonsa year. {thas been applied to all 
_ hausiless stores of these substances are already | sorts of crops, from wheat and tobacco down to 
wn barren pine plains, for let it be supposed | peas and potatoes, and succeeded well iu the 
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main on them all—each application invariably 
leaving the land in a better condition than it 
was before. Late in the fall of 1851, 100 
pounds were applied to the acre on about seven 
acres of very poor, sandy corn land, for wheat 
The product was very poor, and in the fall fol- 
lowing 75 pounds more per acre were used on 
thesame land. This yield was pretty good. The 
land then lay out a year in clover, and in 1854 
wasincorn. This crop was not measured, but 
was supposed to be 4 or 5 barrels to the acre, 
and was at least double that of the one previ- 
ous. A crop of corn grown the present year 
on poor land guanoed three years since for 
wheat, shows a marked improvement in the 
soil. A crop of corn grown the present year 
on common piney old field, after two successive 
crops of good tobacco, each one only receiv- 
ing 200 pounds of guano, the measured yield 
was nine barrels of shelled corn to the acre. 
And a crop after three successive crops of good 
tobacco, guanoed as above, will yield about the 
same. A rather thin tobacco lot of nine acres, 
manured lightly in 1854, and then guanoed 
with 250 pounds, with 10 bushels of partially 
leached aghes to the acre—(tobacco land, un- 
less very rich, is generally benefitted by ashes) 
—prouduced a very good crop of tobacco of re- 
markably fine body; and the same land, with 
75 pounds of guano to the acre, though too 
late, (sown 20th October,)—it was smartly in- 


jured by “joint-worm ”—yielded 23 bushels of 


wheat to the acre. On this lot, about the 20th 
of last July, one bushel of cow peas was sown 
to the acre, and some of these peas, in six weeks 
afterwards, measured more than six feet. Guano 
and cow peas, put in drills both together the 
present year, 100 pounds of the former being 
used to the acre, on poor land, produced a heavy 
erop of both peas and vines, some of the latter 
measuring more than 11 feet. Guano applied 
to corn at the last working, 100 pounds to the 
acre, between the rows, has often increased the 

ield two or three barrels. Applied to tobacco 
ate in the season that refused to grain and was 
disposed to turn yellow, 100 pounds to the 
acre, in the same way as above, the season 
being favorable, it acted well. Applied in the 
same way, but earlier in the seasan, by a neigh- 
bor, to tobacco, about 200 pounds to the acre, 
the increase was at least double that of the ad- 
joining crop on similar land. Applied to three 
or four acres of common corn land, about the 
first of April of the present year, 150 pounds 
to the acre, with a bushel each of oats and cow 
peas to the acre, and the whole raked in together 
with three-horse cultivators, a fair crop of both 
was grown. The action of guano in favorable 
seasons on clover, is equally marked. In the 
spring of 1854, six and three-quarter tons were 
used on eighty-one and a quarter acres, of a 
poor fallow, for oats. The season was rather 


unfavorable for oats, and a fallow is always ob- 


jectionable for that crop. The yield was the 
rise of 1600 bushels by measure, or about 20 
bushels to the acre. Clover seed were raked 
and rolled in with the oats, and in the spring ol 


the present year the clover was top-dressed 
with a mixture of half a bushel of plaster and 
2 bushele of ashes to the acre. The clover 
was good over the whole field, and generally 
would have paid well to cut for hay. 

It is not to be denied, however, that guano 
does not succeed so well, generally, on spring 
crops as on winter wheat. It will always pay 
well on tobacco, if used with plaster and leach- 
ed ashes; but on hiyh and dry corn lands, ex- 
cept in small quantities at a time, its use is of 
doubtlul propriety. On such soils, if the sea- 
son should be dry, a large application is almost 
sure to burn the corn, and often does decided 
injury. Buton moist branch or flat lands, par- 
ticularly on all well drained and prepared pipe- 
clay soils, it may be used with profit, more 
freely. 

The depth to which guano should be put into 
the soil, is a mooted question. The writer's 
experience is confirmatory of Mr. Newton’s 
opinion, advanced some years ago, that the 
shallower it is put the better. provided it is tho- 
roughly incorporated with the soil; and toaccom- 
plish this latter end, at least two close rakings 
with heavy barrows, or better still with 3-horse 
cultivators, should be given the Jand immedi- 
ately after the guano is applied—one, say, after 
the guano, and one after the grain. 

The spreading of guano, when done by hand, 
evenly on the land, is a difficult operation. The 
guano requires to be dampened a good deal. 
This is: best done with a large watering-pot, 
several hands stirring the guano all the while, 
The best way to manage the lumps, perhaps, is 
to sprinkle them well in layers, ard let them lay 
in a heap a week cr more before mashing them, 
which latter may be done in a trough with pes- 
tles. If it is attempted to crush the lumps 
immediately after sprinkling, the water will be 
found a disadvantage. Machines have been 
invented for sowing guano, but none of them 
seem to succeed very well with damp guano, 
owing to its deliquescent nature. ‘“ Seymour's 
Broadcaster” has been used by the writer, and 
sows dry guano tolerably well; but itsows an 
kind better if mixed with dry charcoal, half and 
half. To sow guano well with this machine, it 
must be entirely clear o: lumps. 

From the tenor of some of the foregoing 
remarks, it might be inferred that guano is 
thought to be a sovereign balm for all the ills 
of mother earth. But this idea is by no mans 
entertained. Guano is regarded asa potent 
means of tmprovement, rather than a direct 
improver. With it, judiciously used, the farmer 
is enabled to grow, with more certainty than 
with any other known fertilizer, large and 
remunerative crops of every kind; and these in 
turn supply him with a vast quanuty of offal, 
which may be made available for improvement 
in very many ways; and above all, it enables 
him to carry on an extensive system of green 
manuring, which it is thought promises more 
for the renovation of many of the poor soils of 
middle Virginia than any other system of farm- 
ing practicable. Jivery practical farmer knows 
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the necessity of green manures, not only as a 
covering and shade for the soil, to protect it 


-against the scorching rays of a midsummer’s 


eun, but as an absorbent of much gaseous mat- 
ter constantly floating in the air, and brought 
down by every rain, as well as of these and of 
soluble saline matters, constantly more or less 
present in the soil. Every farmer who culti- 
vates high and dry sandy lands, (and here it 
may be stated, as a facet of some practical im- 
portance, that lew even of those sub-soils which 
are reddish and appear to have a good deal of 
clay, contain less than from 70 to 90 per cent. 
silica, and many of them no more than 2 or 2 
per cent. of allumina—the red color being due 
to the iron they contain, which latter metal, io 
many of the south-west mountain soils, is in 
almost cufficient proportion to constitute them 
workable tron ores.) Every farmer, we say, 
knows how difficult it is often to get a good 
stand of clover on such soils; and even should 


he by dint of heavy rolling (the best plan) suc- 
_ ceed in keeping it alive through the first year, 


an the next, unless the season should be warm 


and wet, it makes but little progress, and for all 


practical purposes is @ failure. So uncertain, 
andeed, is clover on soils of this kind, that to 


expect to improve them by it alone, in any rea- 


gonab.e length of time, would be perfect folly. 
Some green manure must be resorted to that 
will grow and. flourish on light lands in dry 


seasons, and thia undoubtedly is the pea ais 
¥ 


What the cultivator of these soils particular 
wants is, a tap-rooted leguminous plant, which 
is constantly extending its reots deep into the 
aub-soil and bringing up its supplies of ealine 
matters to the surface—one which affords in all 
seasons a wreat deal of vegetable matter—to 
answer the purpose of supplying the seil with 
ample absorbent materials and soluble humus. 
and alao asa covering; and to those farmera 
who follow corn with oats, nd oats with wheat, 
peas sown about the Ist of April, along with 
oats and guano, would probably prove invalua- 
ble. The oat a is a fine preparation for 
wheat and guano, but the former crop in dry 
seasons is ap* to fail, unless the land is well 
manured, and guanu so often faila to pay on 
oats, that the farmer is deterred from using it. 
But by sowing oats and peas together,(if future 
experiments should be ag successful as those 
already made,) the land will be completely 
occupied with two sets of plants very dissimilar 
in their habitudes, and guano may be used with 
the assurance that there will be sustained ulti- 
mately no loss—the pes vines while the oata 
are growing and maturing, feeding almost ex- 
elusively from the atmosphere—and only re- 
quiring much food from the time of harvest- 
ing the oats. 


One fact that should be constantly borne in mind. 


‘by those who make frequent applications of guano 
to the same land, is, that acting by its ammonia 
as a caustic, its mvar table tendency ts to lessen the 
amount of vegetable matter in the soil, and it is abso- 
hutely necessary that a liberal system of green ma- 
nuring should be practiced in connection with gu- 
anoing; and as the pea crop wil! furnish on an ay- 


erage of years more organic matter than any other, 
it is considered the very best, on light dry lands, 
for the purpose above named. Perhaps the most 
profitable and judicious use that could be made 
of that crop, would be to introduce it between two 
successive crops of wheat—the first guanoed more 
freely than the last, which will have the benefit of 
a pea fallow. Then let the land lie two years. in 
clover. This gives the land almost constant cover- 
ing, and the advantage of a green crop three 
years out of four. . 

One material defect in guano as a permanent 
fertilizer is the small proportion of alkaline salta 
it contains. For whilst, as has been seen, there 
is probably present in most soils a plenty of these 
salines, yet inasmuch as they exist naturally in 
the soil in an ¢nsoluble form, their decomposition 
and consequent recombination, so as to fit them 
for assimilation by plants, proceeds too slowly to 
render them readily and sufficiently available; 
and therefore, in addition to those means already 
suggested for concentrating and increasing the 
amount of so(vble saline matter in the soil within 
reach of the roots of plants, it is insisted that 
the careful saving and applying of all the waste 
materials about the kitchens and outhouses, and 
especially of all the askes made on the farm during. 
the year, is of the highest importance. Every ne- 
pro quarter on the farm ought to have a close pen 
at hand, to receive all these rich compost ma- 
terials, and in order to encourage their occupants 
to carefully save all the ashes, a small sum should 
be paid for each barrel full saved, and addition suit- 
able rewards for proper diligence in collecting and 
preserving other waste maverials. 


Let it be borne in mind by the farmer, that a 
cord of oak wood when burnt, will yield about 
three barrels of ashes, and that these contain of 
available salts of lime, potash, and other valuable 
minerals, from 125 to 15¢ pounds—that a cord of 
pine wood affords about one bushel of ashes, and 
these contain of mineral matter from 30 to 66 
pounds, one half of the whole of which is soluble ia 
rain water—that these ashes contain all the min- 
erals necessary for the perfect development of 
every plant he cultivates, and that their addition 
to all cultivated soils, is indispensable to repair 
the inevitable waste which results from tillage and 
cropping, and if he will still permit the whole to 
be swept away by washing rains in rills of wealth, 
to fertilize on their exit to the ocean his neighbers’ 
bottoms, surely he could not be so ungrateful as 
to complain, if, in spite of all the blessings of a 
warm end genial climate, ‘the early and the 
latter rain,’ and even after much toil of body and 
mind, the exhausted soil should at last fail to yield 
him her fruit in due season. 


But after all that may be said of the import- 
ance of mineral manures, (and all agree that to 
a certain extent they are indispensable to the 
perfect structure and development of plants,) 
they yet occupy but a subordinate position in 
vegetable life and nutrition. The great vitalizing 
and energizing principle in all soils is Nitrogen. 
It is this subtle gas, so abundant in Peruvian 
guano and in all rich putrescent manures in the 
form of ammonia and otherwise, that imparts te 
the barren soil a true “life force,” and clothes ita 
nakedness with verdure and beauty. It is this 
gas that is at once the fountain and origin of aH 
animal existence. Without it the rich and luxu- 
riant pasture and the golden harvest would fed 
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to gladden the heart of man and beast, and both 
alike would breathe in vain the pure, oxygen of 
heaven. It is the sole muscle forming principle 
in all nature. It is inseparably connected with 
the vis vite itself of all animal creation, and is 
indeed the essential essence of the very ‘‘ blood 
of man which is the life of him.” And hence, to 
decry the use of guano because of its ammonia, 
as many have done, is but a wild ana ridiculous 
excess of folly. 


Louisa co., Va. 


P. B. Penpueton, M.D. 
Sept. 28, 1855. 


THE NEW ENEMY TO WHEAT. 
Mituwoop, Clark Co., Jan. 2ist, 1856. 


To the Editor of the Southern Planter. 
Dear Sir: In my Planter of January, re- 
esived to-night, I noticed a letter from Mr. H. 
P. Goodwin, of Louisa C. H., to the ““Exam- 
ner,” in which he complains bitterly of ‘‘the 
ew enemy to wheat.” Hesays the fields at- 
tacked can’t possibly make “half a.crop.” I 
would say to him, cheer up; he’ll find, if I am 
net very:much mistaken, that by Spring this 
destroyer will have disappeared entirely, car- 
tying with him all his destroying propensities; 
im other words, that his wheat will grow off fine- 
ly, nota whit injured by this bug. In the 
fall of 1852, I sowed a twenty five acre field in 
Mediterranean Wheat. Early in the month of 
September, it came up and grew off finely, and 
from,appearances I thought would make a hea- 
yy crop. I fell in with a neighbor of mine 
some time in December, who insisted upon my 
geing to look at one of his fields, (sowed when 
mine was) which he said was being destroyed 
by a bug very much resembling the rose bug. 
‘I found myriads of these bugs all over the 
wheat, as well as numbers of “plant-lice.” 
There was also a bug which my friend N. B. 
galled an “Armadillo,” a little striped fellow, 
which seemed to be bent on the destruction of 
the others. Well, sir, I went home in fearand 
trembling to look after my pet field. Jt was 
more than well stocked ; and in the course of 
a short time looked as if boiling water had been 
poured upon it. I gave it up, and would have 
gone father than Mr. Goodwin, and told you 
that it could’nt make the fourth of a crop. As 
the weather became colder, the dice went deeper, 
until the stalk about the root was literally cov- 
ered. When I found them there, I “gave it up 
Mr. Brown.” I never looked at the wheat 
again until late in the Spring—it was then 
growing finely, and turned out at threshing 30 
bushels per acre. Pretty good for Mediterra- 
nean wheat! No description could be better of 
my bug than Mr. G’s. N.B. made a fine crop 
spite of the bug. YT would mention that his 
field was an old sod, ane that I thought at the 
time that the bugs came from ten acres of 80d, 
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which I had in wheat adjoining the twenty 
five acres. Can there be any thing in this? 
My ten acres made three hundred und, fifty 
bushels Mediterranean Wheat. If you think 
this will prove a consolation to Louisa and 
Buckingham, you can publish it. 
Very respectfully, 
| BrverLey Ranpotpu. 


THE USE OF SALIVA. 

We gather the following from the recent lee- 
tures of Dr. H. Bence Jones, of London: 

“The action of the saliva upon the starch 
we take as food, is similar to that of a ferment, 
and causes it to undergo a change into sugar. 
If you take a portion of pure starch and hold 
it in the mouth for only two minutes, you can 
obtain distinct and decided traces of sugar. 
We have here a solution of starch not treated 
with saliva, and if we employ our test for sugar, 
which you well know (sulphate of copper and 
liquor potassze,) we have no reduction of the 
oxide of copper; but in this other mixture of 
starch and water, which has been held in the 
mouth for two minutes only, you may see dia 
tinctly a beautiful red line of reduced copper, 
the evidence of the presence of sugar. If the 
starch is left in the mouth for three minutes, « 
still more manifest’ action is apparent; and if 
it remains there five minutes, there is a dig- 
tinct mass of reduced copper, which is propor- 
tioned to the quantity of sugar formed out of 
the starch.” _ 

There are many sources of the sugar found 
in the body. It is found for the most part in 
vegetable food already formed, and it arises 
from the action of saliva on starch. It is pre- 
sent in considerable quantity in milk, and min- 
ute traces of it are contained in muscle; but, 
still further, it is always produced by the ac- 
tion of the liver. We have a large quantity 
of fat going into the liver by the portal vei, 
and a large quantity of sugar coming out by 
the hepatic vein. This sugar 1s always found 
in the liver, not only when vegetable food but 
even when animal food is taken. 


SPRING TOOTH HORSE RAKE—PRICE $10. 
Every man who wishes to seed five acres of clo- 
ver on wheat land should get a gieaner or spring 
tooth horse rake for gleaning wheattields. If passed 
over the Jand either before or after the seeding it 
will freshen it and form the very best seed bed 
for the clover seed, Our friend, Charles Marx, Esq., 
of the Falls Plantation, has tried one, and it works 
toacharm. Get itand hold us responsible for the 
advice, and give ws the credit ifyousucceed. They 
are for sale by H.M. Smith of Richmond, and per- 
haps in other places. He warrants the machine; 
i.e. if if does not give satisfaction he will take it 
back. ‘That is honest. | 
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fa” Subscribers sre requested to remit the amount of 
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If Subscribers neglect or refuse to take their papers 
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registered. 
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which their papers are sent; and those ordering a change 
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alteration made. A strict observance of this rule will 
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Offices by Subscribers. ‘ 
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Will be inserted at the following rates: For each square 
ef ten lines, first insertion, One Dollar; each eontinuance 
Seventy-five Cents. 


Advertisements out of the City must be accompanied 
with the money, to insure their insertion. 
PosTAGs on the Southern Plaater, 


(when paid in advance,) to any part of the United States, 
One cent and half per quarter, or six cents per annum. 


and political allusions. 


THE INSPECTION LAWS. = 


In consequence of their course on the Inspection 
Laws of the Commonwealth, the Executive Com- 


.|mittee of the Virginia State Agricultural Society 


has been arraigned before the Democratic, Party 
for an abuse of its powers. As a member of the 
Executive Committee, and still more as one of ite 
sub-committee to whom this matter was entrusted, 
we take issue on the charge ; but we plead to the 
jurisdiction. Always a member of the Democratic 
Party, dedicated to it from the cradle, and never 
for a moment tinctured with any other faith, we 
bow to it with as much submission as a freeman 
may. But it has no cognizance of offences eom- 
mitted against the Virginia State Agricultural Bo- 
ciety, and it never shall have, if we can helpit. We 
appeal to the society : and in order to bring up the 
case, we shall offer the following essay for one of 
the society’s premiums. If we take a premium, 
it can only be on the ground of meritorious eppo- 
sition to the Inspection Laws. If we succeed, we 
shall azsert the acquiescence of the society, and 
claim for their sanction the consideration which is 
indirectly, but distinctly, awarded them by those 
who deny their assent to the present movement; 

and we give notice of our intention, and publish 
the argument we shall rely on, that in case we do 
succeed, those members of the society who think 
the present laws ought to be retained, may oppose 
the award and know the arguments which ‘have 
won it. This is just to the Committee, to their pro- 
secutors, and to the Society. 


In treating the question we shall avoid personal 
They are immaterial to 
the issue; they are an obstacle to argument, and & 
hindrance to reason. Truth to say, we have no 
disposition to retaliate in this kind, but feel 
rather obliged to the gentleman, who pursuing an 
opposite course, has served up the Executive Com- 
mittee with sauce piquante, and has thereby lenta 
popular flavor to a dry question of statistics and 
economical policy ; and, more than that, has pro- 
yen that acknowledged ability cannot resist the as- 
saults of principle with a stronger weapon than 
ridicule, or find more fitting answer to grave re- 
monstrance and petition for reform than the merry 
jest of ‘‘a very ancient and fish like smell, a kind 
of net of the newest poor John.” 


Nor shail we aim to show mal-administration im 
the system we oppose, except when it is necessary 
to illustrate its operation thereby. That it exists, 
and to avery serious extent, we fully believe; it ig 
incident to the system, as abuses always will be 
to impolitic laws. But to notice it in detail would 
argue only reform, when we go for abrogation, 

The Inspection Laws of Virginia present a four- 
fold aspect and may be considered I., as a question 
of police ; II., as a question of the duty of the gov- 
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ernment to the citizen; III., as a question of fair 
and just taxation; IV.,as a question of commercial 
policy. Of these in their order. 

I. An inspection is intended to guarantee the 
quality of certain acticles by a potice regulation ; 
to wit: by the examination of each article by a sworn 
officer, able and willing to detect a variance from 
an assumed, but not defined, graded standard 
of quality, who is to certify this quality by some 
prominent mark which shall guide the purchaser 
and warrant comformity to the standard. 

Granting that frauds will be perpetrated, it is 
presumed that none but enthusiasts in regard to 
particular matters of great supposed utility, will 
dispute the correctness of the general propositions 
that Government should lay down ruies to detect 
and prove frauds and enact penalties for their com- 
mission, but that iti cannot institute examinations 
into the quality of articles to prevent frauds by the 
vendors of them without an amount of inquisition 
which would be tyranny. If this be true, as it is 
believed to be, it will rest with the advocates of 
our Inspection Laws to show why the very few ar- 
ticles they embrace should make exceptions to the 
general rule. Butas it is presumed that none will 
offer to do, what all, though often challenged, 
have hsretofore refused to undertake, we will at- 
tempt to show, that these laws are in the general 
nugatory, and cannot in the nature of things be 
made more effective, and that the articles they 
embrace are precisely those in which the principles 
they embody are of most difficult application. 

For illustration we shall select the inspections of 
guano and gypsum, tobacco, and flour, omitting to 
notice the two or three other inspected articles, 
because the absurdity of inspecting them is more 
obvious, or their consumption is, with the excep- 
tion of Kanawha salt, comparatively too trivial to 
need attention. 


Guano.—Frands have been perpetrated in Rich- 
mond in this article, which so far from detecting, the 
inspector’s mark actually aided. Within the past 
twelve or fifteen months a quantity of an article 
marked Chilian guano, worth about $15 a $20 per 
ton, manufactured by a noted manure maker at the 
North, was sent to this port, and marked either by 
the Inspector or his deputy as No. 1, after a pro- 
fessed analysis. As such, it was sold by merchants 
of high character, who relied in their sales on the 
inspector’s brand. A subsequent confession, extort- 
ed from the manufacturer himself, developed the 
fraud (see Southern Planter for 1855;) so that the 
only published case in which our detective police- 


ment inspection supersedes the warranty which mer- 
chants could and would give, and is itself a fraud on 
the purchaser or the Inspector in its requirements. 

The price for inspecting guano is 20 cents per 
ton. The main fertilizing ingredien's are ammonia 
and the phosphates, particularly the phosphate of 
lime. The other elements are (taking, as an aver- 
age a sample from Lima, analysed by Bartels—see 
RuralCyclopedia, Art. “Guano,’’) muriatic acid, ox- 
alic acid, uric acid, each in combination with a 
base; a waxy substance, sulphate of potash, sulphate 
of soda, phosphate of magnesia, common salt, alw- 
mina, five-eighths per cent. of insoluble and there- 
fore useless matter, and 22.718 water and organi¢ 
matters, The impurities are often considerable, 
and artificially added. ; 

Assuming accuracy as indispensable, and pro- 
nouncing any rude approximations, if the inspectors 
pretend to such, as wholly unreliable and deceptive, 
let us estimate the cost of analysis. Berthier, whose 
method is commended to us by an eminent chemist 
of this State, thus determines the phesphoric acid: 
Add to the solution containing the acid a knowa 
quantity of per-nitrate of iron; percipitate by means 
of ammonia, and from the weight of the precipitate 
after ignition determine the phosphoric acid. Te 
determine the ammonia, expel it from combination 
by heating with potash, condense in a receiver by 
means of hydrochloric acid, and add chleride of pla- 
tinum so as to precipitate the double chloride of pla- 
tinum and ammonia. By determining the weight 
of platinum in this precipitate afier ignition, the 
weight of the ammonia may be estimated. 

In this language, which isto theinspector a stum- 
bling block, and to the farmers foolishness, a few 
will see the difficulties of analysis, and will believe 
that these processes require an amount of time and 
professional skill which it were an insult toa mar 
of science ty estimate at less than £5.00, and which, 
as a practical chemist of Richmond assures us, 
cannot be commanded for such a purpose in New 
York for less than $15 a $20. We omit the formu- 
le for obtaining the other ingredients, and do not 
require to know of the analyst the percentage of 
foreign or adulterating material, though the farmer 
ought to know all that. Now to save himself from 
loss at the above rate of expenditure of time and 
talent, and the legal rate of fee, the Inspector must 
analyze one sample in twenty five tons or one tea- 
spoonful in fifty thousand pounds. Is this enough? 
In one of two small portions taken at random trom 
a box of about 20 lbs weight, Prof. Johnson found 
the following differences : 


No. 1. No. 2. 


Be vs | Sulphate of soda, 1.8 - < > trace 
man could have done any good is just the case in Gasimenianl 803 . i ae 
which he has most signally failed. Other cases] phosphate of lime, 44.4 i { - 20.8 
need not be cited now. Water, salts of amm., bee een io® 

+, | and organic matters alic acid, and other 
if other frauds are not frequently pe upetrated it expelled Hyhants, 1 Bic Cheater ets ae 
eertainly is not for lack of opportunity and teip- Phos. magnesia, pag ce i - a abe 
taee 


tation. How can it be otherwise when a Govern-!| Carbonate of lime, - trace - . 2 


ey 


we can estimate the value of analyzing one spoon- 
fal out of fifty thousand pounds, and the worth of 
ordinary approximations, if they are ever. at- 
tempted. | 
Grpsum may be adulterated either by substances 
ia chemical combination or in artificial mixture. 
Nothing but expensive chemical tests, which are 
never applied, and which the Inspectors, we presume, 
do not knew how to apply, can develope this class 


of frauds. It is also, when ground, adulterated by’ 
water, of which it absorbs considerable quantities. | 


How far vigilance is excited to detect this, some- 
times hard to discover, we do not know; but a case 
ean be proven in whichit has come to the merchant 
dripping wet, and other cases in which it has been 
sold by inspection as No. 1., when it contained so 
much water as to set like cement in six months. 
Well may such inspections be termed a burlesque 
om science. 


Toxsacco.—It is enough to say of this class of In- 
Spections that they are a nullity. One may export 
anything in the shape of tobacco, and the ec- 
tor’s brand has no more effect on the price than 
The timber of which the hogshead is made. The 
mame and evidence of the maker is of far more 
feaportance. 


Frovr.—Frauds in this article may be committed 
fa two ways: Ist. In adulterations, such as corn 
meal, potatoes, beans, peas, alum, gypsum, bones. 
This kind of fraud is not known or believed to be 
attempted here, and if so it is by bakers, and of 
@ourse after the flour, whether for export or home 
*#onsumption, is beyond the power of the Inspection 
Laws. 2nd. In sending it to market unbolted or of 
quality unfit to rank with the lowest degree which 
the law has established. The nature of this last 
offence will be treated of hereafter, when it will be 
shown to be really no offence at all, exceptin the 
eye of an absurd and unjust law. So far, then, it 
appears that the only case in which those laws ope 
rate at all, isin the second class of frauds in flour:— 
an instance in which it creates the crime it would 
prevent, and converts into misdemeanor an act in 
kself indifferent if not meritorious. 


II. So far as the principles of good government 
apply to this class of cases, it may oe safely assert- 
ed that they are all violated. Thus, it isthe duty of 
gevernment to punish the guilty and shield tne inno- 
eent; but in this case all are brought under the ven- 
alty of inspection that the guilty may not escape. 

It is its duty to prestiue its citizens innocent until 
Shey are proved guilty; but the planter andthe mil- 
ier are presumed guilty until they are proved inno- 
eent by the certificate of an Inspector. 

It is its duiy te accredit its citizens abroad. But 
the Inspection Laws discredit a large portion of 
them by refusing to jet them ship commodities until 
they are exawined. 
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If such variations occur in quantities of 20 lbs.| It is its duty to protectits.own citizens against the 


rest ef the world. But this rule is so‘far reversed 
that every article of import, except guano, gypsum 
and building lime, is admitted free of any sort of ex 
amination, whilst the citizens of foreign countries 
are by our laws assured of scrupulous protection 
against the presumed frauds of our own citizens in 
our main exports. | 


It is its duty to protect all classes, and especially 
those most exposed to fraud. But so far from 
this, there is no inspection of articles where fraud 
is, or may be most easily perpetrated, but only 
of those in which, as in tobacco, it is impossible ; 
or, as in flour, never attempted; or, as in guano 
and gypsum, undetectable by the inspector; or, as 
in lime, not worth detecting; or as in fish, where 
the inspector’s assurance of good quality is ina 
short time the bestevidence of bad quality. Whereas 
in linens, cottons, woollens, silks, liquors, coffee, 
tea, molasses, sugar, manufactured tobacco, agri- 
cultural lime, hardware, castings—all liable. to 
misrepresentations of quality; most of them sub- 
ject to adulteration; many of them-habitually adul- 
terated, manufactured tobacco so much so that its 
adulterations give the peculiar character and value 
to each brand; and some of them, as certain liquors, 
known to every body not to possess one atom of 
what they pretend to be made of, known. infact 
to be made of whiskey here in Richmond; in all 
these there is no inspection. As little in imported 
flour. There is no protection against the miller even, 
who though stigmatized to the rest of the world as 
a suspicious character, is at liberty to cheat the do- 
mestic consumer as much as he pleases; and whose 
weights and measures, as if to provide him with 
means for plunder at home, are just what it may 
suit himself to make them. In mules and horses, 
where the honest dealer isa black swan; in the flesh 
market, where the honest butcher is found by Dio- 
genes’ candle; in wheat and corn, which, to the 
farmer’s shame be it spoken, rarely come up to sam- 
ple, and not unfrequently sprout in the hold; in law, 
where the atlorney sometimes plays monkey to the 
cats; in these, in the mechanic arts, trades, profes- 
sions, in all things, one can name, nobody ever 
thinks or ever ought to think of government pro- 
tection. And every one knows that tobacco and 
flour de notaffurd any unusual facilities for fraudu- 
lent practices, and do not, if they possess any ob- 
scure points of quality, require peculiar inspec- 
tional skill te point them out to the ignorant and 
unwary merchant. 


It is the duty of government, too, to afford a re- 
medy against fraud. Whereas the present laws, 
especially in the matter of guano, plaster and fish, 
are a bar to recovery at law in so far as the inspee- 
tor’s mark substitutes the principle of warranty 
or of caveat emptor, as the case may be, 
and. prevokes fraud by tempting the dealer to 
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hide a known inferiority under the inspector’s|benefit of the State, and not go into the pocket o 


~ brand.+ 
The principles of’ good government, then, which 
apply to the case, are all violated by these laws. 
_ UT. So far as inspections tax any portion of the 
community they should follow the general princi- 
ples of taxation, unless there be good reason to de- 
viate from them. But taxation should be, 1, uniforr 
both as to proportion and district; 2,it should bear 
least heavily on things least able te pay; 3, it 
should not be excessive; 4, it should caure to the 


* A case has recently been decided m which Dr. R. C. 
Mason of Alexandria, (who will excuse us for using his 
name to illustrate a principle,) got a verdict from a jury 
against the vender of Chappell’s Fertilizer, a Baltimore 
nostrum. The case is now before the judge on a demurrer 
to evidence ; but the principle of recovery under warranty 
is not disputed. 
if he had bought under an ingpector’s brand, is evident 
from the following, which we take from the Journal of 
Commerce, and in which it will be seen that the point of 
substitution of guarantee, as far as inspection goes, is a 
conceded point: 


“Lrenr Waieut 1x Frour.—The Cincinnati and Pitts- 
burgh Chambers of Commerce have had correspondence 
with reference to a case where a merchant in the latter 
city ordered flour from his agent in Cincinnati, which duly 
passed inspection, being prenounced “‘all right,” but which 
on arriving at its destination, was found to be deficient in 
weiglt from three to ten pounds per barrel. The seller 
dechning to pay for the short weight, the matter was re- 
ferred to the Cincinnati Chamber of Commeree, and their 
decision being adverse to the plaintiff, on the ground that 
the defendants only guaranteed the iaspection in Cincin- 
nati, the case was carried to the Committee of Appeals, 
who confirmed the decision of the arbitrators. On being 
afterwards referred to a committce of the Pittsburgh Cham- 
ber of Commerce for consideration, a lengthy report was 
made, in which a very diiferent view of the matter is 
taken. The committee sum up the case as follows: 


‘ The committee respectfully dissent from the opinion of 

arbitrators for the reasons before named, to wit: That in 
the absence of any law in Ohio requiring an inspector to 
weigh or determine the quantity of flour in a barrel, and 
one hundred and ninety-eix pounds the legal established 
amount necessary to constitute a barrel, and with unques- 
tioned evidence as to the deficiency in weight, the com- 
mittee were bound to consider the points in relation thereto, 
and that their decision upon such technical points against 
the plaintifi’s recovery is unjust, and subversive of prin- 
ciples that govern buyer and seller. 
6 They algo remark, that as the law in Ohio in regard 
to the inspection of flour now stands, false tares and false 
weights may be practised upon the purchaser with im- 
punity and without redress. This is a still greater evil, in 
view of the fact that since the large advance in bread- 
stufis false tares and false or deficient weights in flour 
have been and are proverbially common. They think that 
elaims for such deficiencies should be made a ease for 
legat decivion.’ 

“ Much of the flour that arrives at thia port is snort in 
weight, and a false tare for the package is by no means of 
am uncommon occurrence, but it is dificult to determine 
what is the best remedy. Somecimes the barrel is badly 
made, and the flonr sifts out in transportation ; this is es- 
pecially true in winter, when flour is brought in for a long 
distance over the railroads, a loss of from 3 to 5 lbs. being 
almost certain, There are many millers, however, who do 
not give full standard weight, and somethiag should be 
done t» prevent this fraud. In dry goods the statutes of 
New York and Pennsylvania exact a penalty for short 
measure ; if the same rule were adopted in regard to flour, 
and the weller were obliged to restore three-fold the defi- 
ciency, there would be fewer complaints of light weight.” 


That he could bave had no such recourse 


the. collector. 

In applying the test of the above principles, let it 
be remembered, that our present tax is 20 cls. on 
the hundred dollars of value, or one fifih of one per 
cent. In 1842, when the taxes were first raised to 
preserve the honor of the State, and the whole sys- 
tom of taxation was reformed, the then amount of 
12 cents, or half of 1 per cent.—but little more than 
half the present sum—was considered so heavy that 
a hue and cry was raised by one party, which de- 
feated the other, and fixed from that time forth the 
political character of Albemarle county, the reéi- 
dence of the resolute and patriotic member who 
moved and carried the tax in the face of opposition 
even from his own friends. The present rate is 


deemed so high, that rather than increase it material 


ly, every Internal Improvement which the State has 
patronized is to be suspended, and only so much ad- 
ded to the present burdens as will pay obligations 
now due, and prevent the shame of repudiation 
As no one disputes the necessity of these improve- 
ments, some idea of the popular sense of the pres- 
ent amount of taxation, may be inferred from the 
course decided on. 

1. The following figures, from the Richmond 
Daily Dispatch, will show the amount and value of 
Guano and Plaster imported into Richmond withim 
the year. 


Tons. Value. 
Peruvian guano, - 18,665 - $1,026,875: 
Mexican “ 962 - 33,670 
Plaster, - 4,187 - 20,936 
Total, ! - 93.814 . $1,081,188 


Allowing Petersburg, the only other point of — 
State Inspection for Guano and Plaster, to sell one : 
third as much, which is certainly within the mark, 
we have 31,752 tonsata value of $1,441,573. Upom 
this amount the Inspector’s fees, at 20 cents per ton, 
are $6,548 40 (or 5,562 80 for the Richmond, and 
$1,587 60 for the Petersburg Inspector.) This is 
45 cents on the hundred dollars of value on all, or 
more than double the present rate of State tax 
But the tax is the same on al], though they are 
worth .respectively $60, $80 and $5 per ton, and af 
course they pay inversely to their values, the tax 
being twice as high on Mexican guano, and twelve 
times as high on gypsum as it is on Peruvian 
guano, while superphosphates and other artificial 
manures, which afford facilities for fraud, are never 
seen by the inspector at all. 

There are about 50,000 hogsheads of tobaeeo 
annually inspected in the State; their average 
weight may be assumed at 1,300 lbs.; the average 
value $7 the cwt.; total 65,000,000 lbs., worth 
$4,550,,0 or S91 perbhd. To get at the tax upom 
this we have only to compare the charges as they 
are in Riehmond—assumed to be a fair sample of 
charges elsewhere—with what would be fair rates 
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tpon the basis of transactions at Shockoe Ware- 
house, where about 16,000 hhds. are annually sold. 


PRESENT RATE OF CHARGES AT RICHMOND. 


Fee on delivery of tobacco, (to inspector,) - 50 cts. 
Auctioneering, average, . ff - - 124 
Fee when it leaves warehouse, “ - - 25 
Storage, - at - - - 60 
Jasurance, cooperage, &c., lumped, - - 30 

$1 774 


PROPOSED RATE OF CHARGES, 

Upon the basis above indicated, and believed to 

be fair charges by gentlemen familiar with the 
trade, and not interested in inspections. 

Salaries of two active inspectors, at $1500 each, 

Do. do. clerks. at $1000 each, - 

16 active hands for coopering, sampling, &c., at 

$250 each, hire and maintenance, = - - 

forage 50 cts., insurance 10 ets. per hhd. - 


$3,000 
2,000 


3,750 
9,000 


- $17,750 


This shows an average of $1 18 per hhd, ora 
elear loss ef 59 cts; making a total tax $29,500, or 
65 cts on the hundred dollars of value, being more 
shan three times the State tax.* 

It is difficult to estimate the quantity of flour an- 
wally made and inspected in Virginia, and still 
more so, to state the coastwise and foreign export. 
A laborious calculation, which it itis not necessary 
w set forth here, leads us to estimate this latter at 
700,000 barrels, and the following statement of the 
tax upon it will be based on that assumed amount. 
Assome of the items may excite surprise, itis proper 
to say that they have been obtained in conference 
with millers of high standing, and fully aware of the 
recoil of unfair or improper statement. 

The amount of fluur taken out in boring—and 
without any warrant of law that we know of for the 
second boring, and none for keeping either—is stated 
on the authority of a measurement recently made at 
the mills of Messrs. Crenshaw & Fisher, in the pres- 
ence of the Inspector. T'he damage is measured 
by the declaration of the abovementioned gentle- 
men that they would gladly give an Inspector the 


Total, - - - 2 


* We have not introduced into the above calculation the 
eharges which are tolerated on loose tobacco, of which we 
learn there are about 15,900 hhis. annnally sold. The 
following specimen, taken from a merchant’s books, will 
show the nature of this tax: 


Storage (less 


Lbs. Value. Weighing. than a day). 
1734 $7 25 $L 75 $1 15 
2514 | 6 87% 275 1 15 
1900. |. 5 8 00 1 75 L 15 
1988 | 6 25 1 #45 115 
1180 5 50 1 25 113 


An average proportion of $2 45 on the hundred dollars 
of value. These charges may be thrown in to support the 
allegations of excessive charge in the text, if they are 
disputed. 


amount of his borings not to injure their flour by 
inspection, All the other items are actual charges 
incurred by them, or an estimate in money of labour 
actually performed by them. The filling and ac- 
count for storing sacks is taken from the experience 
of one ofthem. The charge of 14 cents for inspec- 
lion is an average on the supposition that all other 
places which inspect flour—at a charge of two cents 
er bbl. the fee everywhere but in Richmond, where 
‘ent only is allowed—inspect as much as Rich- 
mond does. With this explanation we proceed to 
give the items of inspection tax on flour, dividing 
it between the Inspector and the law. 


To the inspector : 


Inspector's fees, - - - - - 1} cente. 
Borings, 0.55 lb. per barrel, - - - 2h 
Damage done thereby, . - - - 21—65 
Tax by legal requirement of barrel: 

Barrel 50c.; 2 sacks, each 10 c.; differenee, 30 
Cooperage at leaving port, - - - 5 
Lining of barrel heads, = - - - - t 
Packing in barrels, - - - . - 24 
Storage and labor of arranging for inspector, . 
Storage of empty barrels, - - - - 
Mill sweepings from good flour, - - 3 
Freight of barrel to N. York, (less than ave- 

rage distance of ports,) 35 cts; of sacks to 

game place, 20 cts; difference - - 15 
Cooperage on entering port, ee PA I if 

Total, - - - - - 634 

By storage and filling of sacks, “ - sia 
| 61 cente. 


— 
— 


Difference, say, s ny : 


This is a charge on wheat of 12} cents per bushel, 
of which 1} cents is due to the inspeciion; or rating 
Aour at 12 barrels to the $100 value, itis a charge 
for inspection alone of four times the State tax, or 
“8 cents on the $100 of value, or #45500 on 700,000 
barrels. 

The sum of the above items of charge on the 
three selected articles is $81,550: a tax, therefore, 
on an imaginary assessment of $40,775,000. ‘Those 
who are subject to it are taxed as if they were 
worth that much more. As has been recently ob- 
served in reference to another feature of taxation 
in Virginia, “they are taxed on what they are worth 
and they are taxed on what they make.” 

The tax then lacks uniformity of proportion, So 
it does uniformity as to place or persons. There is 
no State inspection of guano or gypsum at any other 
peints in Virginia than Petersburg and Richmond 
City; Fredericksburg, Norfolk, and Alexandria, all 
escape this tax. 

There is no inspection of flour west of the Blue 
Ridge. 

2. As inspection taxes hear no proportion to value 
so they bear none to ability to pay. Thus” 
rich lands need no guano; poor lands do; and the 
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poorer the land the greater the need; but the greater | abstract proposition, that patronage is in itself an 


the need the heavier the tax. 


So the tobacco region, with less aggregate wealth 
than any other settled section of Virginia, is sad- 
dled with a special tax on its main staple.* 


So of flour. The 11,212,616 bushels of wheat 
made in Virginia, according to the census, is thus 
distributed ; 


Trans-Alleghany. Vailey. Piedmont. Tidewater. 


Wheat, 1,280,245 3,771,355 4,315,753 1,835,163 

Population, 358,504. 207,294» 459,903 = 399, 126 

Am’t por head, 3 bush. 18bush. 9% bush. 4% bush. 
But, as we have said, the State does net inspect | 


Vailey flour, if it goes, as most of it does, to Balti- 
more ; though that section can best bear the tax as 
being the largest grower of wheat; and as the larg- 
est exporter, it demands most the prestige of that 
auger which, itis said, ‘(gives Virginia flour the 
command of the markets of the world.” Why this 
inequality of the law? Why this exemption from 
tax, or this neglect of proteetion? Why, in either 
case, the inconsisteney in legislation, and this vi- 
olation of principle ? 


But see further the inequality cf operation. 200 
{bs of guano, the usual supply for an acre, makes 
seven bushels of wheat. This is 70 bushels per ton 
er 14 bbls of flour. At6 per cent. tax this is $0 91 
Add tax on guano, - : - - - 0 20 


$1 11 

Or, according to the ratio of State tax, 550 per 
cent discrimination against improvement of land 
and an increase of produci. 


Vhe fees for inspection, and nearly all the 
charges, are uniform. The prices of the inspected 
articles fluctuate, and as they fall the rate of tax 
increases. There could not have been a more un- 
favorable time for estimating the ratio of burden 
than the present period of high prices. 


Aad we have i “ = 4 


3. It is hardly necessary to say that this is exces- 
sive taxation. 


4. The State gets none of it, exceptasmall amount 
of the tobacco tax, which she restores in the $12,000 
to $15,000 she pays to the inspectors in salaries. If 
it went into the public treasury there would be some 
consolation in the thought. It all goes to waste, 
or, what is worse, to office holders. It swells tbe 
amount of patronage; it increases the stakes for 
which politicians play the gameof party. Of pres- 
ent parties nothing will be here said. This paper 
is neutral. But few of any party will deny, as an 


* We are aware that a portion of this tax is paid on the 
product of North Carolina, but it will be shown elsewhere 
that transit duties, in the nature of which is this tax, act 
unfavorably oh the commerce of a State, and so what the 
farmer gains in this point of view the merchant loses, and 
it will not therefore affect the calculation of loss to the 
State, or the charge of impolicy against the law, 


evil only to be tolerated of necessity. 


{V. But it is said that this patronage is necessary ; 
that inspcetion laws are part of a sound commer- 
cial policy, and must therefore be established. if 
they are, then we give up the question, and say let 
the Governor, of what ever party he may happen to 
be, make the appointments. He is perhaps the 
least unfit depository of the power, and certainly 
better than the courts which may have to revise 
the action of their own appointee. But let us exam- 
ine the ground of the presumed necessity, by the 
rules of political economy, which are the principles 
of sound commercial policy. 

An inspection, as we have stated, is intended to 
guarantee the unifurmily of quality within the lim- 
its ef each brand. We have shown that ii does not 
and cannot do so in the cases of Guano and Plaster, 
Tobacco, and Flour, so far as adulterations of this 
latter are concerted; and we promised to show that 
it could not do so, without injury-to trade, in refer- 
ence to what is commonly called the quality of 
fluc. What is the “quality” of flour? Its capa- 
city to make certain sorts of bread. But is this 
uniform? Eveiy housekeeper will answer ‘no,’ 
trom h‘g own experience. A barrel comes from 
the miller, who honestly recemmends it. It fails, 
and the miller is blamed. He would escape 
censure mary a time if he could explain the 
fact; he cannot; and yet it is of easy solution. 
The capacity of flour to make bread depends on 
the kind of wheat and the character of the sea- 
sons. To get such flour as is wanted, then, there 
must be a right to prescribe the kind of wheat to be 
sowed, and a power to centrol the seasons; and not 
granting these two impossibilities, there must be the 
command of an impossible accomplishment in an 
Inspector. Wheat is of two kinds, distinguished 
by the relative excess of starch and gluten. Red, 
or flinty, wheat, abounds in gluten; white, or opaque 
wheat, in starch; the quality of the bread depends 
on this distinctive quality of the wheat. But no 
man can tell by inspeciion whether flour is made of 
white, red or mixed wheat; and therefore cannot 
tell, to the pretended degree of nicety, what is the 
quality of the flour he examines. So well known 
ix this fact to the Scotch, the finest domestie econ- 
omists in the world, that the bakers, who there and 
elsewhere in Europe, make nearly all the bread, 
(hardly any being made in private families, ) finding 
it impossible to tell by looking at it what will suit 
heir purposes, buy their own wheat and have their 
flour ground; so that scarcely a mill in Scotland 
grinds except on toll. So it isin other places. ‘So 
difficult,” says Babbage, whom we quote at second 
hand, ‘‘so difficult has it been found to detect the 
adulteration of flour, and to measure its good quad- 
idies, that, contrary to the maxim that government 
can generally purchase any article at a cheaper 
rate than that at which they can manufacture it, it 
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has been considered more economical to build ex- 
tensive flour mills, and grind their own corn, than 
_to verify each sack purchased, and to employ per- 
sons in continually devising methods of detecting 
the new modes of adulteration which might be re- 
sorted to.” Whether flour has been properly ground 
or pulverized, and whether it has been properly 
bolted or “dressed,” and also whether or no it is 
made of good wheat, any miller or flour merchant 
can tell as well as an inspector. No one can do 
more. Uniformity in quality, then, as contem- 
plated by law, is impossible, beeause the capacity 
of flour to make uniform bread cannot be told, 
except by inspection of the wheat; which is never 
inspected. 

Uniformity is also unattainable as to time, place 
and duration. The guides to judgment are the eye 
and the touch; the flour is seen and felt. It is on 
the fleeting memory of these evanescent sensations 
that an imaginary standard of quality is to be 
formed in the mind, and retained from year to year, 
to be transmitted unimpaired to each succeeding 
inspector. Canthis be done? Let us take a horse 
whieh we have owned and known for years, so as to 
be periectly familiar with his whole configuration : 
and Jet us try !o match him without having hira 
present. Every man knows that his first word is, 
“put them together that we may examine them side 
by side.” If ina matter so obvious to sense, we 
¢annot trust the daguerreotype in the memory, how 
ean it be relied on in the far more delicate and sub- 
tle matter of flour inspections ? 

Facts bear us out in this reasoning. We have 
heard Mr. Delaplane, Flour Inspector of Richmond, 
twice, and with great emphasis, declare before a 
Committee of the House of Delegates, that he should 
consider himself ‘“‘a perjured villain” if he could 
brand flour otherwise than strictly according to its 
quality. Now it is notorious to the flour merchants 
of the city of Richmond that country extra super- 
fine rules from $l to $2 below certain descriptions 
of city mills superfine, and that there is also that 
difference between superfine flour of the Richmond 
mills. It follows then, flour being at say $9, that 
as a very sensitive Inspector, under a peculiar sense 
of responsibility, often falls more than 20 per cent. 
below his own standard! Such daily occurrences 
prove that, from whatever cause, practical accuracy 


is Unattainable. 
#.True, Mr. Delaplane is backed by four out of 


the six millers of Richmond and Manchester, who 
signify their acquiescence in the law and his ad- 
ministration of it, which means only this: that the 
advantage of the law or its administration, is so 
great to ¢hem, that they will stand a variance of 20 
per cent. in the official assessment of their fiour, 
because their customers are not deceived by it, being 
guided by the miller’s private marks, and their 
well known honorable dealing. 

Still more unattainable is uniformity as to place, 
for the Inspectors are in different and distant places, 


without opportunities for conference and eompari- 
son of standards. ; 3 

No better is it as toduration. The first law of 
time is change; and flour is not exempt from its 
operation. The statute of 1781, which has. been 
quoted as the patent of the inspection, and relied 
on to justify it, made inspected flour receivable in 
payment of debt, execution and taxes, but then the 
Inspector’s certificate expired by limitation in three 
months. If three months’ time in a dry warehouse 
and dry climate deteriorates flour below the inspec- 
tion, what must be the case when air, which ean- 
not be “plugged” owt, when the whole is “plugged 
up,” is admitted for weeks if not months of ocean 
navigation and tropical exposure? The inspector’s 
brand then isa guarantee of deterioration, beginning 
at its date. 

We will not pursue this point, so ably elaborated 
by Mr. Mordecai and Mr. Edward Ruffin in their 
reports on the operation and general policy of In- 
spection Laws made to the Executive Committee 
of the Virginia State Agricultural Society. 


Passing to the] next point, we argue that if the 
operation of inspection were uniform, ,it would be 
injurious to all parties. There are only five grades 
of flour in Virginia: there are many more in Jar- 
ger markets; and each of these possesses some pe- 
culiar quality in the eyes of the buyer which amounts 
to another classification. In this way there are 
some twenty, perhaps more grades of flourin New 
York, whither most of our export goes. Now itis 
evident, since a miller can make more bad thar 
good flour froma given quantity of wheat, that if 
he cannot reacha higher he willaim merely to pass 
the lower grade of inspection; and so, from the 
few grades established, he will descend abruptly 
several degrees of inferiority. If then inspection 
rules the market it is a discouragement to competi- 
tion, and a premium on inferiority; if it do not, it 
is useless and should be abolished. The limits of 
this essay, and the knowledge that it has been well 
done by the gentlemen above spoken of prevents 
additional proof of this point drawn from the ne- 
menclature of the article and a history of the law. 

The only thing, then, that an Inspector can do is 
to see that the fiour is bolted, and not mixe 
corn meal, and that it is packed in barrels of suita- 
ble size. These things are not offences of them- 
selves, and it is an injury to trade and morals to 
make them so by law. Not considering them here 
as mala prohibita, we take their practical operation. 

Unbolted flour, waking asortof bran bread, is very 
commonly used in Europe by the class of people who 
consume most wheaten bread; and a mixture ef 
corn meal and flour is recommended and used by 
those who wish to introduce maize as an article of 
diet; flour below the grade of fine, coarse, but sweet 
and healthy, would be gladly used by many of them 
in preference to, or in substitute of, rye and eatmeal 
and poiatoes, But these articles for which there is 
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demand there and none here, are precisely those 


which we forbid, or “condemn,” punishing the one 
offence with fines, the other with a mark of depre- 
ciation. 
tation of the market for Virginia flour, But the 
argument proves too much, since all American 
flowr is inspected. But suppose it did, how would 
it affectus? Suppose Kentucky, to keep up a repu- 
tation for horses, should forbid the export of mules, 
which are a mixture of the horse with an inferior 
article. How much would she make by her reputa- 
tion in the horse market with those who want only 
mules? Suppose, in order to keep up her reputation 
for mules, she should dock and crop all under thirteen 
hands high. She must either use them herself when 
she does not want them, or sell them at less than 
their value, in consequence of the brand of condem- 
zation. Yet where is the difference in principle ? 
Why should we seek to raise the standard of good 
bread for the rest of the world? Whatis it to us 
if people like “flies in their soup?” Why shall we 
insist on selling butter to people who prefer soap 
grease 1? 


Equally absurd and pernicieus is the Jarred feature 
ef the law. Its intent is to preserve flour; but it 
ferbids the use of the best description of barrel; and 
® will not tolerate any other form of package. The 
wath is, if flour is intended to be disposed of in any 
shert time, barrels are useless, for bags will answer 
every purpose. They are cheaper in the propor- 
tien of 23} to 51, as we have shown. They are 
mere readily adapted to the habits of the consu- 
mer, (whoif European never wants a barrel,) they 
take no room, are always in demand, and can be 
returned to the miller—a common practice where 
they are used. Whereas the barrel is either thrown 
away or sold at one third cost, and is a dead loss to 
somebody. If the flour is intended for keeping, or 
fer warm latitudes and exposures, a barrel, espe- 
cially one with a hole in it, is not sufficient. Louis 
Wapoleon in 1853 “conceived the idea that it would 
be practicable to compress flour so as to diminish 
the bulk, and in that way facilitate its transporta- 
tion, and yet not injure its quality. In July of tat 
year, an experiment was made by his command to 
test hisviews. Flour, subjected to a hydraulic pres- 
sure of 300 tons, was reduced in volume more than 
twenty four per cent. On aclose examination, it was 


foand to possess all the qualities it had previous to |: 


its violent treatment. It was then put inte zinc 
boxes and sealed up. Atthe same time, other flour 
manufactured from the same wheat, but not com- 
pressed, was sealed up. 


In October thereafter, several boxes containing 
both kinds of flour, were opened and examined.— 
The pressed was pronounced to be the best.— 
Twelve months after this, in October, 1854, another 
examination took place, and with the same result. 
The two kinds were then kneaded-into loaves and 


It is done, we hear, to keep up the repu- 


baked. The pressed flour made the best bread, In 
March, ’55, more of the zinc boxes were opened, 
and on examination the loose flour showed mouldi- 
ness, while the pressed was sweet and retained all 
its qualities. Made into bread, the same differences 
were observable.”—[Albany Journal.) 


From this we perceive that the foreign flour trade 
of the United States isnot yet up tothe mark, Such 
precautions as are necessary, such as an enlightened 
shipper would take but for the law, will warrant 
an excellence inthe flour that will repay them by its 
higher price. The envelope will then form a part 
of the value, and not as now, merely a part of the 
price. 

The provisions of these laws then, in making it 
penal to modify trade either to suit the habits of the 
consumer, or to ensure a better article, not only 
defeat their own object but violate sound commer: 
cial policy. 

In attempting to guarantee the quality of any ar- 
licle it is assumed by the government that there i# 
a difference of interest between the seller and the 
purchaser. “By accident,” says Burke, treating 
a cognate subject, ‘it may be so undoubtedly at the - 
outset; but then the contract is of the nature of a 
compromise; and compromise is founded on cie- 
cumstances that suppose it the interest of the par- 
ties to be reconciled in some medium. The prin- 
ciples of compremise adopted, of consequence the 
interest ceasesto be different.” In fact all sales are 
compromises, and when government steps in, ex- 
cept to enforce agreements, or punish frauds in them, 
itinjures both parties. So generally is this ac- 
knowledged among us, so intertwined with our no- 
tions of individual action, that it is not too much 

assertthat, apart from the question of protection 
to manufactures, every citizen of the United States 
is an absolute free trader. * Howin certain commo- 
dities the anomaly of inspections has grown up 
among Us, it is not necessary now to show, though 
it may be stated that originally the ascertainment 
of quality was merely incidental to their main pur- 
pose. But it is easy to show that it violates all the 
analogies of trade, and works a positive injury te 
it. These principles lie atthe bottom of commerce ; 
competition which is axiomatically called the life 
of trade, warranty, and caveat emptor—(Anglice 
judge for yourself.) These are of universal ap- 
plication ; the first absolutely ; the two last alter- 
natively. Whatever tends te supplant them is hurt- 
ful, because it destroys the tools, so to speak, with 
whieh the merchant works. The influence of in- 
spections on competition has been illustrated above 
in the case of flour. It has also been shown, in 
note, page 83, how the warranty of a responsible 
merchant is destroyed by the mark of an irrespon- 
sible Inspector. It is obvious how it operates to 
destroy the third by substituting the opinion of am 
Inspector not necessarily a judge, and sometimes 
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unskilled in the duties of his office, for the judg-| tempt to estimate its effect on our commerce. Vir 


ment of a man whose profits depend directly on 
his skill, and whose interest, which is a part of 
the public interest, leads him to learn the business 
he pursues. 

Commercial policy is also opposed to a tax on 
commodities. Such a tax is the compulsory to- 
bacco and flour inspection. The man who is com- 
pelled to ship inspected flour in barrels pays, ac- 
cording to calculations submitted above, 61 cents 
per barrel; or 124 cents per bushel on wheat. It 
has been stated that $50,000 will build end equip 
a mill capabie of turning out 300 barrels of flour 
per day; and that by drawing bills on the flour as 
each cargo goes forward, $380,000 is capital suffi- 
cient to carry on the business. At this rate it will 
require about $1,000,000 to make 700,000 barrels 
of flour at 61 cents per barrel. The addition to the 
capital necessary to conduct the business varies 
from 6 to 10 per cent., according tothe variation in 
the price of wheat, and makes just that much dis- 
crimination against a rising and important branch of 
manufactories, tending to drive capital into other 
pursuits, and to compel the grower of wheat to 
seek his market outside the Commonwealth. Upon 
this outlay the miller charges, as upon any other 
portion of his investment, though in fact it is so 
much withdrawn from actual production or divert- 
ed to unprofitable channels. It reduces competi- 
tion, and in so far gives him a monopoly, while it 
injures him by making it necessary to raise the 
price of his flour, and so checks the demand. It 
thus seems thata tax on commodities, which is 
an indirect tax on profits, takes more out of the 
pockets of the payer than it puts into the hands 
of the receiver. This shows a dead loss to some- 
body. It is not to the miller, who only advances the 
tax, but it is to the consumer or producer. If to 
the producer, then it is a charge on his crop, and 
an additional tax on his production, just as if he 
had had to expend that much more in making the 
crop. If tothe consumer, then it either drives 
him to other markets, or deprives us of just so much 
advantage as might be derived from the removal 
of the tax. Thus, if flour were worth $10 per bar- 
rel, a tax of 61 cents remitted to our producer 
would enable our millers to take $9 39 per barrel, 
and thus get the control of the market by under- 
selling competitors. On the same principle it 
would enable a miller to extend his business by the 
per centage of the tax, thus creating a greater ¢e- 
yaand for wheat. 


But perhaps a still more important view of the 
commercial impolicy of these laws is derived from 
a consideration of their influence on our commer- 
cial relations with other States—their action as 
transit duties. Conceding, argumentatively, the 
right to impose such a tax on their products as a 


ginia has entered on the race of competition for the 
trade of the great West. A canal and two railroads 
with lateral branches, are stretched out towards that 
quarter. The future increase of that trade baffles 
calculation ; its present immensity cannot be real- 
ized from the unusual array of figures that exhi- 
bit its amount; detailed illustration can alone 
impress its magnitude on the apprehension ; and 
we shall argue from a single example of that na- 
ture. The wheat of Tennessee has been found 
upon trial in Richmond to be as good as our own. 
Eight of her fertile counties, tributary to the Vir- 
ginia and Tennessee road, with no other outlet, and 
as yet devoid of that, produce 300,000 bushels of 
wheat. If twelve of the less fertile counties of 
the valley of Virginia produce 4,000,000 bushels; 
if the county of Amelia, under the recent stimu- 
lus of rail roads. and guano, has increased her 
crop from 25,000 to 360,000,000 bushels; if one 
farm that we know of has risen in 13 years from 9 
600 to 75,000 bushels, or 1250 per cent increase ; 
it will be safe to calculate the future increase of 
those counties at 3,600,000 bushels, or 720,000 bar- 
rels flour, an excess nearly doubling the present 
export of Richmond. Supposing a barrel to be an 
incumbrance—the tax under our present laws om 


this fraction of our expected tribute is $432,000, 


of which neither State nor the rail road gets one 
cent. Now if the transportation be 60 cents per 
barrel, as on the basis of the charges on the road 
from Wheeling tu Baltimore—75 cents per barrel 
—it may be assumed to be, the repeal of our law, 
operating a remission of the tax, would be equi- 
valent in its effects on the trade to free transporta- 
tion of the flour. Here is the greatest damage 
of these laws; prospective it may be, but actual 
it will be, if they are not repealed. 

Let us remember that the simple requirement 
to brand Kentucky, Missouri and Ohio tobacco as 
“Western,” has driven that description of produee 
to.Baltimore and curtailed our market by nearly 
one half, and we may see how sensitive is trade, 
and how incommensurate to the cause is the effect 
of absurd legislation or improper tribute. Already 
have our laws compelled North Carolina flour, 
which cannot get barrels, and uses sacks per force, 
to go to sea through Charleston harbour. We 
may rely on it that a release from these duties is 
one of the directions that competition will take. 
New York, ever sagacious and enlightened in 
commeree, has begun to feel her way thither, and 
sooner or later we must follow her example. Why 
not anticipate it? The principle already prevails 
as the settled policy of the Federal government, 
which, by Mr. Hunter’s warehousing system, re- 
mits all transit duties, and is content, as we should 
be, to find its profit in the carriage and the com- 


sondition of shipment from our ports, let us at-! missions, Itis mortifying to find Virginia elaim- 
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ing her “ plateful of biseuit” from every barrel of 
transit flour, when the commercial world applauds 
President Pierce’s stand on the Danish Sound 
dues. ! 

We have said that inspections violate all the 
analogies of trade; and it might be sufficient to 
state in proof that neither England nor France, 
which, with ourselves, form the great commercial 
trio of the world, have any inspection of the 
quality of merchandize within their dominions. 

But our own commerce is exempt from them, 
except in a very few articles. Cotton, which is 
* worth some $80,000,000 per annum, has never 
had a legal inspection. The purchases are all 
made by brokers, who buy aecording to samples 
on the counter of the commission merchant, and 
rarely see a bale of the article they contract for. 
Yet there is scarcely ever cause of complaint. It 
is a point of honor, ag it is a matter of highest 
interest, with the planter, that there should be 
none. And so accurate is the mode of doing busi- 
ness that if there be cause of complaint it is at 
once fastened on the proper persons. The know- 
ledge of this keeps all things straight. 

Sugar, again, which has increased in production 
nearly four hundred per cent. in twenty years, 
and now gives an income of eighteen millions 
to the planters, never has been inspected. Nei- 
ther is molasses, which is peculiarly subject 
as all know, to change of quality. In these last 
the tare of the hogshead is agreed at a certain 
weight. Ifit is supposed to exceed that amount, 
a less price per hhd. wiil easily adjust the differ- 
ence, just as a butcher in buying cattle at a tare 
ef. one half, always pays more in proportion for 
those that will “‘gain upon the scales,” as it is 
termed, i.e. overgo the nett weight allowed. So 
of corn and wheat, which, though more exposed 
to injury than flour or meal, are yet never inspec- 
ted by law. 

So of our imports. Dry goods of all descriptions 
are either made to order or sold ready made; in 
both cases by sample; and so assured are all parties 
of a correspondence te the sample, that the goods 
are never examined from the time they leave the 
warehouse of the manufacturer, until after pas- 
sing throughseveral hands they reach the counter 
of the retail merchant. A simple card pasted on 
some familiar spot, tells all that the parties wish to 
know. 
~ Coffee, which#is taken so largely in payment of 
flour, is never subjected to legal inspection. The 
broker examines the samples of the bags or pack- 
ages, buys by them, and ships them to his prin- 
cipal along with the article bought, properly 
marked and numbered. We recently saw in the 
office of one of our city millers a letter enclosing 
an account of purchases of this kind, with eighty- 
five samples of quality, all of which were satis- 
factory. 


The same thing can be done and will be done in 
the progress of the flour trade. The miller will 
sample his own flour before it is packed; he can 
then do it intelligently and reliably, because he 
knows what kind of wheat he is grinding; and 
the merchant will purchase by the sample, as in 
other kinds of business; he judging for himself as 
to quality of sample, the miller warranting con- 
formity to it. Public opinion and private interest 
will attend to the morals of the transaction; and 
the wants of the consumer, aided by the vigilance 
of him who sypplies them, will fix the quality of 
the merchandize far better than a government 
Inspector can ever do. So at least we infer from 
the analogies of common life not less than from 
the experience of trade. 

“Asa general rule,” says J. §. Mill, “the busi- 
ness of life is better performed when those who 
have an imm diate interest in it, are left to take 
their own course, uncontrolled either by the man- 
date of the law,or by the meddling of any public 
functionary. The persons, or some of the persons, 
who do the work, are likely to be better judges 
than the government, of the means of attaining 
the particularend at which they aim. Were we to 
suppose, whatis not very probable, that the gov- 
ernment has possessed itself of the means of attain- 
ing the best knowledge, which had been acquired 
up to a given time, by the person most skilled in 
the occupation; even then the individual agent has 
so much stronger and more direct an interest in 
the result, that the means are far more likely to 
be improved and perfected, if left to his uncon- 
trolled choice.” 


It was inspections which taxed so heavily the pro- 
ductive energies of France up to the Revolution, 
that has left not a vestige of them; and it was 
entire freedom from them, which, according to 
Adam Smith, did more than any thing else to give 
to England its vigorous commercial development, 
They are, in fact, but applications of the principle 
of ‘ paternal government,” “‘ which would not now 
be attempted in even the least enlightened coun- 
try of the European commonwealth of nations.” 


Introduced into our code, at an early period of 
colonial history, when the true principles of trade 
vere so little understood that what was deemed 
surplus tobacco was burnt to keep up the price of 
the balance, and inconsiderately adopted by other 
States under the force of our example, many 
people not only submit to these laws as proper, 
but demand them as aright; just as the Hindoo 
devotee comes in time to prefer that bed of spikes 
which he first elected in ignorance and delusion. 
But the harshness of their original features has 
been already greatly mitigated, and we may hope 
that in no long time they will yield to the influ- 
ence of more enlightened principles. 


' Dee 
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It remains to answer objections that have been|to 1,148,374 Ibs., or, at the same price with the 
urged against the repeal of inspection laws. Of|above, to $40,228 09. This is'at the rate of 266 
these, very few that we have heard are worth||bs. to Mr, Delaplane for every four lbs. : of Might 
noting. The inspection laws of Maryland have | weight detected, or ten dollars to him for every ten 
been appealed to as an argument in favor of re-|Cents saved the consumer. This looks like baiting 
taining our own. But as her laws are just the | With a fish to catch a worm; and is a very pretty i} 
same as those we oppose, it is not perceived how |/ustration of Mr. M’Cullock’s doctrine in the matter 
of smuggling, that it costs a good deal more to pré- 
vent such roguery under high duties, than the 
roguery itself amoants to, 

Of argument in favor of retaining the laspeciiall 
of Guano and Plaster and Tobacco, we have seen - 
none that are not answered in the body of this 
essay. 

In conclusion, it may be aNones us to say on 
behalf of the Executire Committee, that they 
have never assumed in this matter to speak for the 

The letters of “‘eminent New York merchants,” |Society at large farther than to recite its action 
are confidently appealed to to show the favorable | respecting a repeal of the law constituting an inspee- 
working of our system, and some six of them are | tion of Guano and Plaster. Their preamble direct- 
enumerated against ‘‘the few firms” in Richmond |ly excludes implication to any farther extent, and 
who favor repeal. Passing by the remarkable}takes on themselves the sole responsibility. That 
difference between siz and ‘a few,” and making |responsibillity results from the reasonable discre- 
no objection to the imperfect mode of deciding a|tion with which general instructions invest every 
case by the one-sided and very limited testimony |agent, and which makes it a duty to consider all 
introduced, we shall prefer in this case to credit | propositions for reform, and adopt such as they 
our own well known and highly reputed mer-|think expedient. That responsibility they are 
chants, and claim on our side the testimony of ready to meet before an authorized tribunal. 
Lewis Webb & Son, Shields & Somerville, and|But they will not stand at the bar of the demo- 
Bacon & Baskerville. Their letters to Mr. Cren-|¢ratic or any other party. Their mest anxious 
shaw, stating that they have paid more for his study has been to steer clear of politics; and they 
superfine flour than for country extra superfine, will not now even seem to depart from that rule 
prove that the Inspection Laws under an unexcep- $0: far ‘is’ to lavpuetwhet her’ (te: re [Orais tay ane. 


i om ithi ‘ang ings in- 
tionable Inspector, are not worth a groat, and that ee dlommorcouse “wivnra" (He TaMec Tor ane 7 
the New York merchants have made a mistake. | 4iflerent; and whether those who would give thei 


If the question to the millers had been dif-|* abi character do eet Mniringe that right of 
ferently worded their testimony might have been private Judgment, which is the corner’ stone! of 
worth something one way or the other. But it freedom. 
cannot fail to strike the most careless reader that 
a gentleman may from many motives acquiesce in | IRISH POTATOES AND TOMATOES. 

a law which is of not the least benefit to him. If} We are indebted to Gen. Wm. H. Richardson for 
the question, with liberty to cross-examine, had | several letters on the cultivation of Irish Potatoes 
been, ‘‘ How does the sscteabiss law operate on|and ‘Tomatoes, from some of the most successful 
your flour?” a ve.y different answer might have | growers about Nontotic where, as is well known, 
been obtained. these two important esculents are very largely cul- 

The last point we shall notice is the presumec tivated for the Northern markets, and we regret to 
value of the law in detecting light weight and false|say, to some extent for the supply of Richmond 
tare. For five years the fines amount, it is said, to |also, 


her practice is an argument against us, or any 
thing more than a repetition of a contested prin- 
ciple. If her experience is meant to be invoked, 
then, as her flour is, by assertion of our opponents, 
lower in grade than our own, her experience is 
that much in our favour, and all the way against 
our adversaries, who contend that inspections 
“have given Virginia flour the command of the 
markets of the world.” 
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the sum of $1267 45- As the for such cases is| potatoes —The ground having been deeply bro- 
heavy a 77 : =n 7 MUNICH more an Wd WO- p 3 1 Se NEY SoG ip i ° ° 
heavy, and increases in a much move rapid pro-|yen and thoroughly drained, hasrow to put it in 
30 u lightness of weight. b iol i 

portion tha 1 the hd my ta Ud Css. Ow VV C1SNt, Lon he n rv an furrow S yh least six ine hes 


ood order. TF 
cents each for the first three pounds, and seventee fee 
mants for each nonnd th er raftap Ft qa ohla eis Paes ae : 
cents for each pound thereafier, it is presumable | bottom at the rate of one peck to two hundred yards; 
tha he deficieneyv w = mall zy > h At ‘ 
inat tne deficiency W as’. S1 malli ] n eact case to lessen then fill about two t t Une Nee with inferme ated farm 


he ri rg f det 10 at ‘J 1A 17 y 5 sha F 
the risk of detection and the weight of ihe fine.| yard manure made from horses, hogs, and cattle 


AWA ds AAU AER OLE NC fg 
deep and four wie and sirew guano along the 
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of a one horse i ne are best. As soon as the 
potatoes are beginning to come up, run four times 
between each row with a one horse plough, throwing 
the dirt to the potatoes, and follow immediately with 
a light harrow, running on the top of each bed, 
taking care that the harrow teeth do not run deep 
enough to displace the manure. When the potatoes 
are about six or eight inches high, reverse this ope- 
ration by throwing the soil from them; and in three 
or four days give the last plowing by running four 
times in each row, giving the dirt to them as in the 
first instance. If there be any oats or weeds grow- 
ing amongst the potatoes which the plough has not 
destroyed, make small boys follow and pick them 
out, at the same time uncovering and straightening 
the weak plants that are sometimes buried by the 
plough, They shonld never be worked after the 
blossom has expanded. No hoe is ever used in the 
crop. They are harvested more expeditiously by 
the plough. ‘The twentieth of February is consid- 
ered early enough for planting in that climate; and 
no difference in size, or quality, or early maturity, 
has been perceived between plantings of the last of 
February and the last of March. 


This is the plan recommended by Col. Edward 
H. Herbert, the President of the Seaboard Agricul- 
tural Society. 

The practice of Mr. Henry Irwin is slightly 
different. Guanoing atthe rate of 15 bs. to the hun. 
dred yards, he drops the cuttings on the guanoed 
furrow, and then follows with a slight dressing of 
horse manure, or aheavy dressing of half stable ma 
nure and half woods litter, which has been mixed 
some munths before, In covering he throws up “a 
good ridge” to protect them from the cold weatherin 
March; and as soon as that month, oras he thinks 
the severe weather is over, he harrows down the 
ridges to let the sun have its full force on the 
potatoes, in which condition they remain ull they 
are high enough to work. 


* This seems to be also essentially the practice of 
Col. Thos. A. Hardy, who uses his oldest manure 
first, “pntting the newest manure on the last plant- 
ing to help the potatoes forward as fast as pos- 
sible by means of the heat generated by the fermen- 
tation and decomposition.” 


“Tf the land is heavy the quantity of guano may 
be increased, provided the land is well drained, 
otherwise the crop will not mature so soon,” says 
Mr. Irwin. But “guano alone will not answer 
for potatoes,” says Col. Hardy, “unless the land 
be very rich in organic’ matter and of a loose 
texture.” 

Seed potatoes raised in our climate in the fall 
will be two weeks later than good Northern Mer- 
cers; but they will keep better through the winter. 


Tomatoes.—Sow the seed about the 20th of Jan- 
uary, in a hot bed, prepared as follows: Take the 
litter from the stable, composed of manure, stalks, 
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leaves, &c., and put it at the bottom of the be to 
the depth of five inches; on this put three inches 
of soil made of old horse manure and rich earth, 
thoroughly mixed and as fine as possible. Keep 
this bed warm; but after the plants have come up, 
take great care not to let the hot sun shine on them 
unless you give them plenty of fresh air at the 
Sane time by raising the sash. If you find the 
plants growing up very thin, they have too much 
heat, and must be aired. When the plants are 
rom three to five inches high, which is early in 
March, they are transplanted into another bed, 
called « the transplanting bed,” prepared as the 
first, only with less heating matter below and 
deeper soil on top. In this set the plants in rows 
six inches apart, and water them and stir the 
ground around them as you wish them to grow 
fast or not. The transplanting bed should be well 
warmed before setting the plants, and for several 
days must be kept warm, and the sun not al- 
lowed to shine on the plants. To keep it warm 
cover the sash and ends with straw or thick cotton, 
In very cold weather too much care cannot be 
taken to keep out the frost. If the mice trouble 
the plants, trap them. When all danger of frost 
is over—say 20th of April in Norfolk county— 
take up theplants, earth and all, and set them in the 
field, having the ground checked four feet each 
way, with a spade full of well rotted horse manure 
under each plant. In the market gardens they 
are cultivated chiefly with the plough, the hoe 
being used to hillup. Incase of drought they use 
the plough freely. They never support the vines 
with sticks. If the season Is dry, guano alone 
will bring them; but for a certain crop horse 
manure is the thing. : 

It will be seen that tomatoes thus raised are 
a difficult and expensive crop. It requires seve- 
ral seasons experience to grow them successfully, 
and this is the reason they pay so well. Very 
few attend to them properly. The above mode 
may do where they are raised on a large scale 
for market, but it will hardly do to pursue this 
plan in an ordinary kitchen garden, where most 
probably none but amateurs will take the time 
and trouble which are involved. Certainly no one 
should do it who is sure of an opportunity of 
buying the early plants, which for a family of 
moderate size, will not cost more than from fifty 
cents to a dollar. 

Tomatoes are very difficult to force, and it is 
not possible to bring them in more than three 
weeks before the regular time of ripening in the 
same quality of soil with ordinary garden culture; 
and the small volunteer is generally of better 
flavor than the monsters we so often see which 
are nearly all pulp and no seed. Indeed, market 
gardeners have discarded these latter, and we 
them, except with those who like 
They are acid, hard to ripen 


rarely ever see 
to make a dish. 
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properly and uniformly, apt to rot, 
troublesome to prepare for the table. 

It is said that all sorts will bear better if short- 
ened in the branches. It is possible they may, 
but very likely the vine will be exhausted more 
speedily. 


and very 


AILMENT IN COWS. 

A correspondent wishes to know what will cure 
cattle of the ailment, especially those brought from 
Western Virginia to the counties around Richmond. 
If he will look in the numbers of the Planter for 
last year he will find two articles on the subject, 
one by a gentleman near Richmond, and another 
by Dr. Crump of Powhatan. They treat of differ- 
ent diseases—one of bilious fever, the other of dis- 
temper. What they say, and what Dr. Morton said 
on the same subject in his essaya year or s0 ago, is 
all we know on the subject, except that we lost 
three very fine Albemarle cows this fall out of a 
herd of ten by some such rascally disease. 


THE NOTTOWAY AGRICULTURAL CLUB. 

We are again indebted to the Nottoway Agricul- 
tural Club fora large contribution to the Planter. 
One of the rules of that Club is that each mem- 
ber shall write an essay or report an experiment 
once ayear. The papers thus reported have been 
sent to us for publication. We shall insert them 
from time to time as their subject matter makes 
them appropriate to the season. One peculiar val- 
ue they possess: the facts they present are accom- 
panied by the name in every case. 

How greatly would it benefit Agriculture if the 
other Clubs in Virginia could be induced to send 
us their papers, or selections 
them. 


and extracts from 

We have frequently invited them to do so 

REPUBLICATION OF THE LEADING ENGLISH. 
REVIEWS. 


you would any other piece. Take the bones and 
any little shreds of meat that have been left in 
boning it, put them in a stew pan, cover them with 
water, and simmer slowly for the gravy; put in as 
a seasoning the same ingredients that were used 
for the stuffing ;—if herbs, thyme, parsley or mar- 
joram are to be had, add them to both. When the 
meat is done, make into cakes or balls the stuf- 
fing that was reserved, fry them in the drippings 
that the meat was basted with, after which strain 
the drippings, stir into it a spoonful of flour, and 
then gradually pour on the gravy made from the 
bones, &c., and give ita boil up. Serve the meat 
with the pied stuffing placed round it, and the 
gravy in a boat. The meat must be kept until it 
is tender.— Dr. Kitchener. 


A SWEET POTATOE PUDDING. 

Take a pound of sweet potatoes, boiled and 
mashed, 5 eggs, and a pound of white sugar; beat 
the eggs light and stir them in the potatoes and 
sugar, reserving two spoonfuls of the sugar. Sea- 
son with a lemon, or two if small, put it in toa 
buttered dish, or two buttered plates, and bake. 
Turn it out when done, and sift the remaining su-_ 
gar over while hot. Eat either hot or cold—it is 
better cold. It will be found scarcely inferior to 
lemon pudding. 


TONIC FOR HORSES. 
The best remedies for restoring the digestive 
functions of the horse are : 
Powdered Gentian, 1 oz. Powdered Ginger, 34 oz. 
Do Sal 2 OZ. do Charcoal 1 oz. 
Mix, divide into eight parts and give one with 


food, night and morning.—Am. Vet. Journal. 


LIME ON WHBAT TO PREVENT 
INJURY FROM FLY. 
We are very much indebted to Col. Fountam, 


SOWING 


See the advertisement of the publishers thereof} President of the Central Rail Road, for the follow- 


in another place. 
number of Blackwood, with the following enter- 
taining list of contents : 
The Gold Screw and its 
Peace Party ; Military Adventure in the 
part 1; Lancashire Strikes; The Inns of Court and 
the Bar of England; Wet Days at Bryn Cefn; 


conseg uences ; 


Asp : etek ROT Aeay 
Drinking and Smoking; On the state of the British varying success. We publis 
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A RECEIPT TO COOK A ‘SIRLOIN OF BEEF. 

ake the sir Dupe or half of it, and cut the meat 
from the pare a stuffing of Petes one or 
WO eggs, an on 5 tea S a little mace 
or Pitimeon: with a piec 
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the side that was 
over the meat 
stuffing, roll it up 
Roast it 


Lay the sirloin on the 
next to the bone uppermost; 
one half two thirds of the 


ti and secure it with strings. 


or 
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We have received the January | ing letter, which he handed usa day or sO ago. 


We know Mr. Cochran well. He is a practical 
Farmer, and a practical man every way; therefore 


The new | his opinion is at least entitled to consideration, 
Pyrenees, | and his recommendations to a fair trial on ever so 


smalia scale. He has tried this plan for several 
years, and always, as he has stated to us, with un- 
hed a letter from him to 
three years ago. 
Will some of our friends try it? we know all will 
not—and report the result to us. 


the same purp ort some bwo or 


Those who have 


sowed guano on their wheat need not have the 
slighest fear of any injury to thai from the use 
of the lime. 


Loci Wi iL 


Low, Augusta Co., Jan. 5th, 1806. 
My Dear Sir oy LON of the 27th ultimo, 
reached me a iew days ago. 
Agreeably io yG rentieet I herein give you 
with much pleasure my views, and some expe- 
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rience which I have had in regard to the appli- 
cation of lime upon wheat: as I verily believe 
air-slacked or quick lime will effectually de- 
stroy the fly when properly applied in suitable 
quantities. I bave tried it during the last two 
yeare; have a growing confidence in its applica- 
tionsince I am thoroughly satisfied of its efficacy. 

My experience thus far is to apply (by sow- 
ing broad cast,) two bushels and a half to the 
acre, say about the Ist of November, and the 
same quantity sometime from the Ist to the 25th 
of April, giving two chances to get the lime 
dust on the blades of the wheat; and also that 
the hoot which forms arcund the stalk in the 
month of April, may become filled (on the 
day after sowing) with the ley made from the 
lime that falls. After sowing the lime, if you 
examine on the following morning, you will find 
large drops of ley on each blade, made by the 
dew, ready to be tilted upon the elevation of 
these blades into the boot around the wheat 
stalk. This ley, forward by the dew and lime, 
is sufficiently strong to burn off the tender parts 


of the fly and thus disable them from doing far- | 


ther harm. This I know since | have seen it. 
It is not my impression now that even 10 

bushels of lime applied in the month of April 

will injure the wheat, yet heretofore [had feared 


rious. 

On last April, I puta bushel of unslacked 
lime in a barrel, to which [ applied 12 or 15 gal- 
loneof water. After stirring the water and lime 
well together I staked off a piece of ground, 
four rods square, and with a common waiering 
pot literally whitewashed the entire square. 
Upon this space the wheat was perfect, whilst 
that which surrounded it was seriously injured 
by the fly. Therefore I have more confidence 
in an application made in the month of April, 
than in November, and if we can have this; 
made in a thorough manner, | do not apprehend | 
from the fly the slightest injury. 

I would say more upon this subject, but have 
been confined to my room for six weeks and 
feel unable to do so at present. 


Yours truly, 
Jas. A. CocuRAN. 


P. S.—Apart from any tendency which lime 
may have in destroying the fly, I consider it of 
great value as a fertilizer, and will amply repay 
for its cost. y 
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For the Southern Planter. 
HOW TO DESTROY HAWKS. 


Mr. Epiror:—The information which | de- 
sign presenting to the public, is too vitally im- 
portant to poultry and partridges to be unde-| 
serving of attention. The method which I shall 
suggest for catching hawks, is one which my | 
own successful experience induces me to re- | 
commend to every farmer. Let any one who' 
wishes to try it, buy a steel trap-—(a size or two 
larger than the ordinary steel trap for catching 
yats,) say, with a spread of six or eight inches 
across the jaws, when set. Let this be baited! 


ther investigation, and is caught. 


without a test that it might possibly prove : 


with a partridge, dove, lark, or any bird that 
can be conveniently shot, and let it be placed 
where the hawks make their appearance. I 
will warrant that every one coming in sight of it 
willbe eaught. The bird should be tied on the 
trap, in as natural and life-like a position as 
possible, and where there is stock in the field, 
the trap should be placed on a fence, er stake, 
out of their reach. The hawk, seeing the bird, 
thinks it alive, makes a swoop at it without far- 
I have 3 or 
4 of these traps setting, and last winter I caught 
16 hawks, two minke, an owl and a cat; which 
last, asshe was caught atleast a mile from any 
human habitation, 1 was constrained to consider 
a legitimate prize. During the present winter, 
{have taken 12 hawks and 2 owls, and the good 
work is still progressing “by day and by night.” 
[tig to be hoped that this communication will 
induce others to take the field and co-operate 
with OLLIN. 
Kine WILutaAMm, Jan. 25th, 1856. 


[Translated from the Courier des Etats Unia} 
For the Southern Planter. 


GAME IN NEW YORK. 


The hunters of Europe do not consider with- 
out reason the United States as a promised 
laud, a terrestrial paradise, where partridges 
light of their own accord in the game bag and 
where pheasants fall already roasted upon the 
table. Marvellous stories are related of loads 
of the debris of game consumed daily on the 
prairies. Occasionally, also, we hear of horses 
having to be hired by the hunters to transport 
the booty to their dwellings. Nor is it in books 
that these wonderful descriptions are to be found, 
but in the recitals of witnesses worthy of faith; 
witnesses who can say: quorum pars magna 
WW. 

We hope we will not augment their regrets 
and jealousies if we give here some details on 
game, not on ali that abounds in America, but 
on what arrives in the markets of New York, 
where are to be fuund, as in Paris, more gour- 
mands than hunters. 

New York is justly regarded as one of the 
best provisioned cities in the world in regard to 
game. The Kast. West and Canadas are tri- 
hutary, and even Hurope contributes with her 
English pheasants and her cocks of the Scotch 
heath to the recherchness of our tables. 

Venison, properly called, is found in all the 


markets in considerable quantities. Bucks are 
the most abundant and most esteemed of the 


species; stags are never rare in the season. In 
winter they are brought from the West, complete- 
ly dressed, and preserved by the frost, and are 
sold at a very moderate rate. 

Partridges abound from the month of Sep- 
tember to the 5th of January, at which time 
tbe sale of them is forbidden by law. They are 
hunted in all the surrounding country, besides 
all through the astern and the most part of the 
Southern States. The number received per day 
is estimated at 300 a day, or 36,000 during | 


14 


season of four months. They sellon an aver- 
age at 75 cents per pair. 

The season for woodcocks is from the Ist of 
July to the Ist of December. New York ie- 
eeives during that time about 40,000. ‘hey | 
bring on an average 75 cents a pair. 

Quails vary from $1.50 to $2.50 in autumn; 
but during the winter the price of them falls to 
$1adozen. Atthis time they track them in the 
snow in immense quantities on the western 
plains, and whole cargoes of them arrive here. 
Grouse and prairie heus come exclusively from 
the West, where they are taken by bands of 
hunters, and then they bring but from 50 cents 
to $lapair. The number of them which the 
city of New York uses is enormous. 


There are but few haresin the United States 
those few are found in New York and Rhode 
Island. ‘The Canadas alone possess a suffi 
ciently great quantity of them. The species 
is much smailer and the flesh less esteemed 
than the European species. In winter the skin 
becomes all white. Notwithstanding the scar- 
city of them, they are sold at 50 cents a pair. 
About 30,000 of them are brought annually from 
the British possessions. 

The grey rabbit of the warren abounds every 
where. A pair is sold for 37 cents in the market. 

The wild ducks of America are justly re- 
nowned. Some varieties of the species are su- 
perior to any found elsewhere. Such, for ex- 
ample is the celebrated canvass back, which ex 
ists only on this side of the Atlantic. The 
peculiarly exquisite taste of this game is attri- 
buted to the wild celery on which it subsists 
almost exelusively on the Chesapeake Bay and 
the Susquehanna and Potomac rivers. The 
end of November and the month of December 
are most favorable for obtaining them well fatted 
and of asavory taste, though they remain until 
the middle of Spring. It is probable that New 
York consumed not less than 30,000 of them 
besides the very considerable quanuty sent to 
Europe in thesteamers. The price varies from: 
$1 to $3 per patr. 

Next to the cawass back, the redhead is most 
esteemed. Many of them are killed upon the 
Sound. Of an excellent taste and very fine 
savor, the mean price is seldom above 75 cents 
to. $la pair. Then comes: 

The Brant, considered the best salt water 
duck and the most delicate of all in the month} 
of May ;—the Mallard, which never leaves the | 
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lakes and rivers ;—the black duck, the teal, the |: 


broadbill, which is found also on the sea shore; 
—the Virginia grey duck ;—the duck witha blue | 
or green tail ;—all excellent species, the abun- 
dance of which in winter is such in our markets 
that the total number of them sold here can be 
estimated at not less than 70,000 or 80,000. 

Wald geese sell on an average at $1 a piece. 
New York consumes from 3,000 to 5,000 of them 
in a winter. 

Ploversand snipes are divided into numerous 
varieties, of which some, particularly among the 
snipes, are upknownin Kurope. Many of them 
have the form of the woodcock. So great is 
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the abundance of them tl 
dozens of these birds must 
the tables of New York. ie 
To convey an approximate idea of the’ num- 
ber of wild pigeons passing through the coun-— 
try, we may state that there arrived in the ‘New 
York markets 2000 dozens, in a single day. One 
merchant alone received at one time 60 haereia 
containing 1500 dozens. They bring from 50° 
cents to $1.50 a dozen. ~~ ee 
These details exhibit the principal resources” 
of New York in respect to game. Others may 
supply what we have left untold. M, 
WytTuviLue, Va. Re 


that at least 10,000 


pass annually to the 
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DR. MOLANE’S VERMIFUGE., — 
During a practice of more than twenty years, - 


Dr. McLane had attended innumerable patients — 


afflicted with every form of worm’ diseases, and — 
was induced to apply all the energies of his mind 
to the discovery of a vermifuge, or worm destroy-' 
er, certain in its effeets; the result of his labors’is 
the American Worm Specitic, now before the pub- 
lic, which is perfectly safe, and may be given alike 
to children of the most tender age or to the adult; « 
it purges mildly and subdues fever, and destroys: 
worms With invariable success. It is easy of ad- 
ministration, and as it does not contain mercury in 
any form whatever, no restrictions are necessary 
with regard to drinking cold water, nor is it capa- 
bleaof doing the least injury to the tenderest in- 
fant. An incredible number of worms have been 
expeiled by this great vermifuge. 

Purchasers will please: be careful to ask for Dr. 
McLANE’S CELEBRATED VERMIFUGE, and 
take none else. All other Vermifuges, in compar- 
ison, are worthless. Dr. M’Lane’s genuine Vermi- 
fuge, also his Celebrated Liver Pills, can now be 
had at all respectable Drug Stores in the United 
States and Canada. mh 
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MOWING AND REAPING MACHINES. 

ALLEN’S CELEBRATED REAPING and MOW- 
ING MACHINES—These never clog, and can be 
worked on rough and stony surfaces. Wright’s 
Reaper with Atkins’s Seli-raker; Manny’s, McCor- 
mick’s, and Hussey’s Reapers, Ketchum’s. mower, 
and all other good machines. 

ALLEN’S Superior Horse-Power and Thresher; 
also Bogardus’s, Emery’s, Hall’s, Taplin’s, and 
several other kinds. 

Agricultural and Horticultural Implements, a 
sry large and complete assortment; Field and 
rden Seeds of all sorts; Peruvian Guano, Su- 
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GARDENING EGR 
By W. N. White, of Athens, Georgia. A most 
complete manual for every department of Horti- 
culture, embracing the Vegetable Garden, the Fruit 
Garden, the Flower Garden, and the pleasure 
Grounds, adapted particularly to the Southern 
States. Price $1 25. 
To be obtained of all Booksellers, or sent by us 
prepaidto any part of the Union on receipt ofprice. 
C. M. SAXTON & CO. 
Agricultural Book Publishers, 140 Fulton street, 
New York, mar It. 
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A NEW WORK. 
GARDENING FOR THE SOUTH. 

By W. N. White of Athens‘ Ceorgia. A most complete 
manual for every department of Horticulture, embracing 
the Vegetable Garden, the Fruit Garden, the Flower 
Garden, and the pleasure Grounds, adapted particularly 
to the Southern States. Price $1 Q5. 

To be obtatned of all Boosellers, or sent by us prepaid 
to any part of tle Union on receipt of price. 

C. M. SAXTON & CO. 

Agricultural Book Publishers, 140 Fulton treet N. Y. 
marlt 


IMPROVED SUP. PHOS. LIME. 


The subscriber continues to manufacture the 
above at his Bone Mill, near the city, and having 
appointed Messrs. Brancu & Co., Richmond, and 
T. Brancu & Sons, Petersburg, agents, all orders 
addressed to them will be promptly attended to.— 
His price is $40 per ton, and the quality is fully 
equal to any manufactured out of the State. Those 
in want would do well to order. soon, that none 
may be disappointed. Annexed wil! be found one 
out of many certificates. R. R. DUVAL. 


— 


CERTIFICATE. 

Having used R. R. Duval’s Super. Phosphate of 
Lime both on Corn and Wheat, I am much pleased 
with its effects, and take pleasure in recommend- 
it. I consider it equal, if not superior, to any 
manufactured out of the State. 


J. LUCIUS DAVIS, 
mh-tf Henrico, Va. 


GENNET, Watchmaker and Jeweler, 149 west 
e Main street, Exgle Square, Richmond. Watches 
and Clocks repaired and warranted. sep 24ly 
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Or, SKETCHES OF LIFE IN VIRGINIA, ‘BY LAURENCE NEVILLE.—$}. 
‘This is a new novel, from the pen of a Virginian whose nomme de plume is Laurencr Nevinwe The 
pian of the writer is most successful, and with some qualification it may pe nrokp uae one of the very 
best novels of the day. The writer devotes himself with a little too much pertinacity to ihe portraiture 
ot social life, and therefore the story is somewhat overloaded. ‘This defect is pardonable, and detracts F 
but little from the interest of the book, which is characterised by decided talent, and whose portraitures 
show that they are drawn by the hand of a man of genius. We commeni it io all lovers of fiction. 
‘“A most interesting fact concerning this book is, that it is not only issued under the auspices of a 
Virginia publisher, bat is really printed and bound in’ Virginia. J W.Ranvorpnis the publisher, and 
Cnas. H. Wynne of this city is the printer. The letter press of this book is not surpassed by that of 
any novelofthe day. [tis admirable, and reflects the highest credit upon the typographical art in Vir- 
| ginia. Inthe present juncture of our national affairs, this additional proof of the ability of the South to 
| do its own printing, is peculiarly gratifying.”— Richmond Dispatch. X 
| 
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VIRGINIA CONVENTION 1776. 
| A DISCOURSE a 
Delivered before the Virginia Alpha of the Phi Beta Kappa Society, Williamsburg, by 
bid HUGH BLAIR GRIGSBY. 


This is not only a history of the Convention of 1776. but the most detailed and connected account in 
print of the lives and characters of the men who composed it, including Robert Carter Nicholas. Ri h- 
ard Bland, Archibald Cary Edmund Pendleton, John Blair, Heary Tazewell, Patrick Henry, Richard 

’ Henry Lee, Thomas Read, Thomas Lewis, William Cabell of Union Hill, Thomas Jefferson, James 
Madison, George Mason, and others. . 
One handsome volume, 8vo, of over 200 pages—$1 50. 
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PLANTATION BOOK. 
' THE PLANTATION AND FARM INSTRUCTION, REGULATION, RECORD 
INVENTORY AND ACCOUNT BOOK, 


For the use of Managers of Estates and for the better ordering and Management of Plantation 
and arm Business in every particular, by a SoUTHERN PLaNnTerR.—$2. 


This book is by one of the best and most systematic farmers in Virginia. and experienced farmers 
. have’expressed the opinion that those who use it will save hundreds of dollars. 


: _ Notice from the Amcrican Farmer. . 
“This is a most admirable work, one which every planter and farmer should not only possess but carry 

* out its objects and aims, both in the letter and in the spirit, for they all tend to the introduction of system 

in the management of landed estates. The Book purports to have been gotten up as a guide to overseers 

and managers; but is so filled, su arranged, that the proprietors of such estates would themselves be 

equally benefited by personally carrying out its numerous plans, hints and suggestions; for after care- : 
fully looking through and studying its details, we most concientiously say, that they are foun 'ed in wis- 

dom, and, if practised upon, would be promotive alike of economy and humanity—economy in the man- 

agement of the farm or plantation—and humanity in providing for the health and comfort of slaves, as 

well as stock.” ’ 


Books sent by mai] post paid, to all who remit the price. Catalogues given to all who apply. 
’ New works of merit received, as soon as published. . 
All Kinds. of Stationery of the best quality. ‘ 
Blank books of home manufacture always on hand and made to order. 
Books bound in muslin, paper, sheep. 7, morocco, ‘turkey, vellum cloth, velvet, parchment and 
¢ russia, in every style of plain and ornamental finish. 
Books published and all kinds of Printing executed with neatness and dispatch. 


121 MAIN STREET, RICHMOND, VA. 
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BIS Machine is capable on sowing an coarse 
grain and all fine seed commonly sown by 
Farmers, from corn and peas down to the smallest 
seed, such as clover, timothy and other grass seeds, 
either broadmast or in Drills, and while it is the 
best Driil for wheat, rye, oats, barley, &c., it isjust 
the thing 1 drill in tine dry fertilizers before puuing 
in the irate these fertilizers may be mixed with 
the seed, ar dali deposited in the ground together. 
Its aan has been in advance of all other 
drills for the last six years, in the State of New 
York, and it has six times taken the first prize be- 
stowed on Grain Drills by the Agricultura! Society 
of that State, including the highest prize and diplo- 
ma, ai the great trial of implements made by that 
Society at Geneva, in 1852. [tis one of the most 
simple in its constrection and machinery, as well 
as the most convenient and durable of all Drills; 
and without disparaging others, it is believed to be 
better adapted to the various purposes for which such 
a machine is wanted, than any other implement 
known in America; and its value is greatly in- 
ereased from the fact that it is converted into a 
Broadcasi Sowing Machine, merely by: removing 
the dri}! teeth and conducting tubes, whieh ¢ can easi- 
Ly be done in five minutes. "A recent improvement 
which prevents the shrinking and swelling of the 
wood from affecting the correctness of its operation, 
also adds much to its valoe. 
Another and still more 
called 
SEYMOULRS GUANO ATTACHMENT 
Is expressly intended to meet the wants of those 
who wish to drill fine fertilizers into the ground 


With the grain, but prefer to keep such fertilizers in 
separate compartments till discharged from the box, 


recent improvement, 


when both seed and fertilizers will pass together 
through tie same drill tubes into the ground. There 
is therefure tut little room for those “who are well 


pores in relation to grain ¢ 
is the cheapest, 


BEST GRAIN. DRILL IN THE WORLD! 
They are usually made with nine teeth, eight in- 


ches apart The wheels are high, and the draught 
so light tor a team, that those with only seven teeth 


drills, to doubtthat this 
as well as the 


are now seldom ordered, while there is an increas- 
ing deman itor those with eleven teeth; therefore 
those with nine and eleven teeth are the only sizes 
kept on hand—but any other size, and those with 
teeth any other distance apart, will be made to 


order. 

The Machinery is remarkably simple, permanent 
and easily kept in repair, and all the parts are so 
elearly presented to the view of the operator, that 
he can readily see ifanything is notcorrect; and the 
grain falls from the seed box to the tubes (a Space 
of s veral inches,) in full view, so that in passing 
overa field, he may be constantly assured as the 
seed is deposited as designed. 


. «aid: aa 
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most reliable sources; and for reference will only 


The teeth are all placed in one rank, unless or-— 
dered to be putin tworanks. It is believed by 
thcs2 who have made experiments, and given the 
subject their careful atten ion, ae the evils caused 
by lumps, stones, &c., being thrown by the teeth in 
the hind rank into the furrows made by the teeth in 
the front rank, are in most cases far He Sad than 
the advantages gained. This fact has in the © 
inventor to construct his double-ranke 4 HH ie os 
that the teeth can all be placed in one rank, i 
pleasure, thus obviating in this drill the objection ‘ 
to all other two- ranked drills. The price of the 
drill with teeth in two ranks, is five dollars higher 
than those with teeth in but one rank. Ss 

If required to sow Plaster, Guano, or any other 
fertilizer, a Feeder should be added, "for these are 
very apt to be damp and if slightly damp, the Feed- 
er is useful. 

f required to sow grass Seed, WHILE DRILLING, a 
light broadcast “seeder” is added, with which any 
seed, from wheat to the smallest seed, can be sown 
in front of the drill teeth, and is slightly covered by 
them. Clover and Timothy mixed is readily sown 
with this, and itis conveniently guaged to any de- | 
sired quantity peracre. To convertit into a Horse ~ 
Hoe, for hoeing drilled grain, a set of Horse Hoes, 
with shanks, like the shank of the drill teeth, are 
put in place of the drill teeth. With these additions 
or “Extras,” it is capable of sowing grass seed, 
hoeing drilled grain, and sowing plaster, ALL at 


ones. The machines are designated by number as 
follows: . 

No. 1, 9-tooth, oii ge = A $90 00 
No.2. do. with Feeder, - - = Garo 
MNos3y) (dO; do. and Grass Seeder, 111 00 
No. 4, 11-tooth, - - ° - - 100 00 
No. 5, 11- tooth, with Feeder, - - - 106 00 
No. 6, --do, do. and Grass Seeder, 121 00 
No.7, 9-tooth, with Guano Attachment, 110 00 
No. 8,"'<do. do. and Grass Seeder, 120 00 


They are made under the superintendence of the 
patentee and inventor, and we design to make 
every machine in all respects as it should be, be- 
lieving it will contribute to our own interest so to 
do, and that if we putin bad work or poor mate- 
rials, the injury, falls heavier upon ourselves than 
it can upon he purchaser. 


a” 
We omit saree of certificates and recommen- 
dations of the most encouraging nature from the 


add the names of the following most reliable 
gentiemen: 

Isaac Newtons: +++ sees ce cee teenies Philadelphia, Pa 
Wm. Hadley,--+--+:-- trees cece ees Dansville, N. ¥ 
A. Griswold, a beyie tie AMR Stat aed pds SS. Os do. 

EB. C. Patterson,--+-+++-++: reece asec ees Portage, N. Y. 
H. Howard,-++--++++e see e esses teens -+ «Lavonia, N.Y. 
P./P. Barnard, -++++-++ +++ seve eee Richmond, N. Y. 
H. G. Hall, shee eile feiss! o\'s ‘ayes us ereservece do. 
Welford, Eastham & Co.,+-+-+--- -- Fredericksburg, Va. 
Rob’t W. Carter,++-++-- bee eee re ees do. ; 
Rowlette & Hardy,-++-+++- esse seeeee - Petersburg, Va. 
Thos. Branch & Sons,+<:+++++eseee sees do. 


D. D. T. Moore, Ed. Baral Bet Lory - + «» Rochester. 
HH. Munson, Byes of two Ag. Soc.-+ +E. ‘Bloomimelt, Nw: r 


E. M. Bradley, Sec. two Ag Soc.: + do. 
Ira Peck,!/Pres’t Town Ag. Soc.---- do. 
TE: Kellog, Jr., Sec. Town Ag. Soc do. 
Guy Collins, +++ + +++ sees eee ee ees do. 
N. Steel, «+--+ +8-+e> we tenes evcces do. ¥ 
M. Adams, -++++eess sss eeeeees on do. 


Dea. Pomeroy,+++++++eseeeeeeeees 
Luther Munson,+++++ +++ seer ees ee 
CO Worl &.- 
H, W. Hamlin, +++ ess cece ces ee 


eesceeere esc eeer eee 


4 


do. 


Moses Egeleston,-+--++++++seeeees E. Bloomfield, N. Y. 
Hiram Steel, - Ris Hehantet eta ah, eR lbde ° do. 
Wm. Carter,--+---+-- oa ddas Melee do 
BF.N. Toby,- M gueb Rape et a whe: 0 renee enla sihete do. 
Ten Eyck Munson. -----+-++->> tee do. 
J. W. Taylor,-++-+++--s000 af ieee do. 
Ferd. Beebe, - ay paar ceden te Bi ai olteiiie pepe do. 
Frank Beebe, --+-¢---- wa pense ees do. 
Rufus Humphrey,--++--+++-+++°29> 3 Victor, N. Y. 
M. Norton, Slee W jetmpeiepnis; 70 008) eine, oe reve do. 
Levi Boughton.:---++-+-+-+-+- acetic: 3 da. 

, Wm. Boughton, ads, ahthe seieusiisi winehemese atsiel uate do. 
J.C. Culbertson, A abel abe skconsserchereta; siaca die: eto areh a's! 5” « Genesee. 
Hon. T. C. Peters, etch os On cuereretelieie eel! sake Rreneters - Darien. 
Calvin Sperry, Mele wlcnerc tare eolea eer sher scaler ayes pCR Gates. 
A. Van Bergen, Pres’t N.Y. State Ag. Society, Coxsackie. 
Hon. C. H. Carrol, Brest wiiliatve’ Bh eie aire! sikel.« eee nees Groveland. 
L. Bradner, Pres’t Bank of-++ -++-++-> see Dansville. 
H Keeler, See lle Whe. ally a of 6 8 el'e! eh scale te aye <i e aiaite Ss, Salem, 
W. B. Bowerman,-++-+-s+sssts etre serete: Scottsville, 
J. A. Gillis, UTA PS alae ai of Sibi Uneaten Tove .a: wi'ete fale Farmington, 
J Lattaurette, Ried site. tol ailalla\a uel mNeteeMel elias. fe) Stiefel wial'ahe Waulden, 
S. Howard, Bid} Cultivators Woe sis si ee als eines Boston. 
Rev. Cc Cory, emer en eee ese as ers eee se tee eens «| Wun Ta. 
KK, S; Gilbert, spaielotecte w lelleigind <: atraliileyetlay's 26 0 or eueile 0 Moline, jl, 
H. Pitts,-----++- +++ -s Fe Oe ae ne ae nea do, 
Hone D. R. Burt, ----- sere e ress steels Potosi, Wis. 
A'S Lenoir, aie) tee! ss: euapleyoiim sa) <ye\e 9, wey Sue wile Louden, Tenn. 
Col, Castle, psa vile 6) (ee a 6)401.0'.9:(8) e.aap oo 0) O0;(ele si edale ‘+ «+ «Cheshire. 
KF. W. Fenner, RL ENE £ CUCL CICLO PORCED EN MOR MOIS? OHO 13 Camillus. 
S.F Norton, wee c bees e este esse esses sess Spring water. 
P.R. Adams, +--+ + essere erect Tecumseh, Mich. 
E.. Boughton, ------+-+- esse ee ee eee Battle Creek, do. 
D. B. & G. C. Burham,-----++-++++- do. do. 
Linus Cone, Bip aera) edwialchiey stabil: « sissfie. 6.0) e:\e\,e;/siiete'a:< Troy, do. 
FB, Bradley, Eber eiwNel sielvia) nis a © ¢'6..s) evens lefece,«) « Waterford, do. 
C.B. Seymour, Mek di ahelisy ctel's, etal gileMuikeye atte Bcc e eens Scio, do. 
S, G. Patterson, +--+ +++ esse eres +--°+Marengo, do. 
G. Dryer, Sietetieitel alist apinpicsn)/ spate) <hsiiel«i'a\\6)'s\(ei's1ls) alee do. do. 


Printed directions for using accompany each 
Machine. ‘Those who desire further information 
will please address the inventor, P. Seymour, or 
the subscriber, at East Bloomfield, Ontario Co., 


New York. 
C. H. SEYMOUR. 
East Bloomfield, Ontario Co., N.Y., 1856. febtf 


THE VIRGINIA SUBSOIL PLOW. 


Shovel Plow and Coulter, which took the pre- 
mium at the Virginia State Fair 1855, can be pur- 
chased of the inventor at $10. or of Meade & 
Eaches, Alexandria. Having been thoroughly tes- 
ted is believed to be the only reliable Subsoil Plow 
in use. Patent applied for. 

Address hd bee Oat Oa ES OA LOM 
White Post P. O. Clarke county, Va. 

ja3m 


Jan. Ist, 1856 


DANIEL H. LONDON, 
Corner Main and 13th streets, 


IMPORTER, 


Kee always for sale the best Negro Clothing 
of English and domestic makers at Tus Low- 
EST PRICES. ‘I'he farmers and planters will find it 
to th cir interest to examine his stock. Silk car- 
pets, blankets and of all kinds of seasonable goods, 
for sale in quantities to suit the buyer. au tf 


i 
HELL LIME.—TI have for sale, and will keep 
constantly on hand, at my lime kilns near Capt. 

Goddin’s tavern, on Bacon Quarter Branch, a large 

supply of the best quality of Shell Lime. Farmess 

and others in want of this article, can get their 
orders filled by applying at my kilns or addressing 
me through the city post office, 

| JOHN MOSS. 


ap a 
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& C HINCHA ISLAND 
AS many ships to our address are under charter to pro- 
ceed to these Islands to load Guano, we beg to submit 
some particulars relative to the detention of ships and the 
expenses of Loading. 

All vessels may expect to lay out the full number of their 
lay days before loading is completed. A bonus of $10 te 
$15 per dzy, for every day saved, is sometimes paid as a 
gratification to officials. Most ships are kept a month after 
arrival, before an order is given to ballast, after which it is 
decided whether they are to load by lighter or by ‘‘ Mangu- 
era,” or shoot, by which the Guano is run into the hold. 

The “Manguera” discharges from 400 to 500 tons per 
day. All ships dry up very much, from being exposed toa 
hot sun, and nearly all are obliged to caulk before leaving, 
unless they have been very recently caulked. Vessels 
should be provided with oakum and pitch, and English 
Caulkers can be obtained at $4 per day and board. Ame- 
rican coin or Sovereigns are best for disbursements—the for- 
mer passing at par, and the latter at $5 each. Captains of 
vessels, short of funds, can obtain money of resident 
Houses, if well accredited, at 6 per cent. premium upon 
sight bilis, or draw upon their charters at 12 per cent. pre- 
mium. The following were the Port Charges and disburse- 
ments for a ship of 700 tons: 

CALLEO.—Stamps, $5; Sailing License, $11---+- $16 060 


Tonage Dues, 25c per ton--+-+++++--- 175 00 
Clearance dues, Pisco: -+-+++.eee+ 08 + 00 
Com’n on Charter-+++- sees sess eee + 150 00 
At the Islands. +++ +++. e+ serene 345 00 
Manuguera Fees, mooring---- $20 00 
Pilot attending--+--++++++++.- 24 00 
Trimm’g Fees, 17@ reg’rton--- 119 00 
163 00 
Crew to load from Callao and 
back, 16 men 3 months each, 
at $20 per month--------. 960 60 
Com’n shipping and boat hire, 
BO Teaehie soiches cr dicate wahe ebadetes 32 00 
Market bill for beef and vegeta- 
bles, 3 months-----..-...- 300 00 
‘ Water bill for the Islands----- 50 00 
Crew shipped to go home, 16 
at $36 per month, 2 months 
in advance, $70 each, is----1,120 00 
k Com’n ship’g and boat hire, $5 ” 
CAG Migaiet pies one. siecle, obeweiau ec Waeraysrepe 80 G0 
Water to gohome---+------+--- 30 00 
Captain’s expenses at Calao & 
« biteensret oes oyersholcie seve avers is 25 GCA 
2,597 60 
Add for caulking ship-+ +--+ s+-+e+..05. 200 00 
“ gratification to trimmers and 
pilots: +++ ++. oy ble Veiga saan aay eee 30 00 
. $3,335 00 


There is another charge for hire of water casks (2 cents 
per gallon) to carry water from Calao to the Islands, which 
the charter says is to be delivered ‘‘free of expense.’ The 
water has to be bought, and if the ship has no spare casks, 
they have to be hired. There is also a chance ¢ flosing 
$50 on the boats or lighters used in ballasting or loading, 
vessels arriving purchasing of those leaving and when 
loaded, but not always obtaing as much as they experded 

se—tf HUSSEY, BOND & HALE. 


ENERAL AGENCY AND COMMISSION BUSI. 
NESS.—The subscriber tenders his thanks for the 
many calls heretofore received, and again offers his services 
on reasonable terms. Now for sale many farms in Mary- 
land and Virginia, Stallions, Bulls, Bucks, Boars, of im- 
proved stock; improved fowls of all kinds; Mares, Cows, 
Ewes, Sows; Ewes one-half and three-fourths Cotswold; 
Calves at three months old, one-half Alderney; South Down 
Fiwes with their lambs. For particulars address (post paid) 


the subscriber. 
MARTIN GOLDSBOROUGH, 
38 Holliday Street, Baltimore, Maryland. 
P. S—Anawers to letters particularly desired. M. G. 
may—tf 
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THE LITTLE GIANT. 
FAR IN THE LEAD OF ALL 
COMPETITION. 


t 


rE 2 
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SOOTT'S PATENT LITTLE GIANT 
CORN AND COB MiLL 


Has undergone a trial and test for nineteen 
months and better, and testimony is daily coming 
in from innumerable witnesses speaking from ex- 
perience, and confirming what the public press has 
already Said in its behalf, proving that after a con 


mediaiely replaced by the most ordinary farm hand 


and at a very trifling cost; hence we are prepared. 


to prove beyond all controversy, that the expense 


to run the Little Giant for ten years will not be ag. 


much for repairs by one half as any other Milt 


any repairs that it might require, added to the du- 
rable properties of its inner arrangement with its 
double set of arms and immense grinding surface. 
The amount of work it can do with a comparatively 
small power, the superiority of its work when done, 
and its capability of being managed by the most 
unskilful farm hand, places the Little Giant a head 
and shoulders above any similar invention, and 
entitles it to be recognized as the Goliah among 
Corn and Cob Mills. Conductors of public journals 
who have seen it in operation by the side of others, 
and all farmers who have had it in use-for any 
time, proclaim it to be the only effective and relt- 
able Mill for grinding Cern and Cob ever invented. 


stant use for the above period of time, Iv EXHIBITS 
NO PERCEPTIBLE APPEARANCE OF WEAR. In view ol 
these facts we are prepared to say to our friends 
and customers generally, that we will give them a | 
full and unqualified guarantee, and asa proof ofour | 
earnesiness in the maiter, we ask permission to 
give you one upon trial, and if vou are not perfectly 
satisfied afler thirty days use of the same thatit is | 
far superior to, and will last much longer than any 
other Mill fur a like purpuse nowin use, you are al 
liberty to return it and the money will be refunded 
without one cent of discount or deduction, 

The particular properties and qualities of the 
Little Giant, which place it far in the lead of all 
competitors, have been claimed for some of the lat 
ter in a sort of quack nostram advertisement, upon | 
the principle we suppose, that it is quite as proper 
to trade on borrowed merit as op borrowed capital. 
The same advertisement has siated that Cast Iron! 
Mills for grinding Curn and Cob will not last more 
than ‘wo years, and that the cost for keeping them 
in repair for ten years will be equal to four times 
their original cost. Very possibly this may be the 
case with some Cast Iron Mills, but it certainly ts. 
not so withthe Ltle Giant, as the following facts 
will make apparent to every reader of ordinary | 
intelligence. | 

Mr. Scott the patentee has securetl by Jetters 


i 


Ata time like this when the products of our farms. 
and fields command a high price, and when it is. 
important that the farmers should save as much 
grain as possible for the markets of the conntry, ho 
one engaged at farming, or who may have stock to 
feed, should be without one of these Mills a single 
week, A trial is all that is necessary to show that 
it possesses advantages over all other similar Mills 
now in use, and to commend it to universal favor. 


Manufactured and for sale by 


ROBBINS & BIBB, 
Warehouse 39 Light street, Baltimore, Maryland, 
or by 
THOMAS BRANCH & SONS, 
and 
ROULETT & HARDY, 
PrrersBurG, Va. 


CERTIFICATE. 
Puinapeipuia, December 15, 1855. 
Messrs Sanps & WORTHINGTON, 
AMERICAN Farmer,—Baltimore, Md. 


Gentlemen : — 
We notice in the columns of your 


ivery valuable paper, an zzferested one sided state- 


ment of the Trial of Corn and Cob Mills at the 


now in use, from the fact of the simplicity attending: 


patent a double set of arms in the top of the late Fair of the Maryland Agriculiural Society, 
miil (or what he terms adriver and arms,) for the}and thinking it hardly fair that the impressions 
purpose of more effectually pulverising the Cob| which are intended to be conveyed by the author of 
and preparing it for the centre of the Mill, which | the advertisement, Should go broad castto the entire 
very materially lessens the strain on both Mill! farming community without some comment, we 
and team. In the commen Mills now in use—such | have taken it upon ourselves fo give what we deem 
for inslance as we find tn borrowed plumage in advrtise |} and what dozens of disinterested persons will bear 
ments—this double set of arms, or driver, cannot be} us out in asserting to bea fair and disinterested 
used without a direct infringement upon Scott’s| statement of that trial, and we call upon the exam- 
Patent, consequently ihe strain is so very great|ining Committee, Messrs. M. T. Goldsborough, 
upon the periphery and fine grinding surface of the! and E. B. Calbert to confirm our statement. The 


Mil), that it willlast but a very short time and 
necessarily requires a ring (or some additional | 
part) to keep them in working order; and if they re- 
quire one ring which is upon the shell of the Mill, | 
they will just as surely require another upon the 
cone (or burr) which is more liable to wear out 
than the shell. 

Again, in some of these common mills the legs are 
made very slight and casé fast to the Mill; hence in 
the event of a leg being broken, it :equires an entire 
new shell to replace it, which will be one half the 
price of anew Mill. Not so however with the 
Little Giant. Mr. Scott has also secured by letters 


| first thing that drew our attention to the trial was 
the appearance of the gentlemen (committee) at the 


location of the Excelsior or Leavitt's Mill (which 


we must admit ground very prettily) having two 
horses attached; the committee then went to the 


iScott’s Little Giant (or Messrs. Robinson & 


Bibb’s Mill) which required one minute and a quar- 
ter longer to produce ihe same amount of meal 


|some one present that the trial was hardly fair 


with but one horse. The remark was then made by 
inasmuch as the Excelsior was grinding green corn 
with two horses, and the Little Giant was grinding 
hard flinty corn with but one horse: the committee 


patent what he terms a pocket on the side of the| having satisfied themselves of that fact, requested 
shell of the Mill, so that in the event of a leg being | Mr. Leavitt to try the hard corn, which was assen- 
broken either by accident or design, it can be’im-|ted to, and the hard corn put in, and at the second 


revolution the sweeps flew all to pieces, the corn 
being entirely too hard for it. This induced the 
committee to postpone their examination until the 
next morning, with the request that each Mill 
should be tried’ with the same corn, Then came 
the trial rererred to, and feeling some curiosity in 
the matter we made our appearance upon the 
ground in good time to witness it. The commence- 
ment was with Mr. Maynard’s Champion Mill 
which produced a half bushel measure halt fall of 
meal in five minutes, requiring twenty revolutions 
with but one horse. Then came the :xcelsior, which 
produced abont the same amount of meal in three 
minutes and a quarter, requiring 10 revolutions with 
two horses, ‘Then came the Little Giant, which pro- 
duced about the same quantity in four minutes, re- 
qairing fifteen revolutions with but one horse, 
‘Phen came Mr. Colburn’s Miil, which produced the 
same amount of meal ineight 2nd a quarter minutes, 
requiring thirty-two revolutions also with one horse. 
We were under the impression that the Little Giant 
led the van, but there is the statement and a dis- 
interested community can judge for themselves. 

jan tf EDMUND MAHER. 


LEAVITT’S PATERKT EXCELSIOR 


CORN AND COB CRUSHER, 
YOUNG AMGRICA! 
A WESTERN INVENTION. 


HE above cut represents a valuable improve- 
ment in Portable Grain Mills, which are now re- 
quired and found so profitable in the improved 
modes of feeding stock. It is well known in the 
Western States, that the Farmers of this country 
are indebted to Mr. Charles Leavitt, of Quincy, Ill., 
for the successfu! introduction of a machine for 
grinding Corn and Cob. Machines for this purpose 
have long been in use, but were attended with too 
much labor and expense to render them profitable. 
In the year 1852, afier expending much time and 
money, he invented and patented a machine for this 
purpose, which has proved almost invaluable to the 
farmer; and since the great success of this invention, 
various machines have been introduced into our 
markets, such as the “Star Mill,” “Little Giant,” 
&e. &c., forthe same purpose. Mr. Leavitt being 
the origina! inventor of this kind of machine, and 
from a long experience, finding that all of them had 
some defect, he again went to work to improve the 
defective parts; and in February, 1855, he patented 
another Mill, which has proved to be far superior to 
them all. It was fairly tested at the Ohio State 
Fair in October, 1855, with the “Little Giant,” 
‘Star Mill” and others, and was awarded the high- 
est Premium, and is pronounced far superior to ali 
others. This Mill is set on three legs, cast solid to 
the inner Plate or Cone of the Mill, which is con- 
sidered proof against breaking by the draft of the 
horses, thus making the inside Grinder stationary 
while the coneave or outer Grinder revolves, by 
means of a double lever which applies the power 
directly where 1equired, with the least possible loss 
by friction. 
The large teeth or cob breakers are set aS near 
the centre of the Mill as possible, The fine teeth 


Ge 


are inserted on moveable rings, which can be east 
thin of bard metal, and if ever worn out can be 
readily replaced by new ones in five minutes time, 
at a trifling expense compared with the cost of 
pecking stones. 

This Mill is furnished with two sets of fine teeth, 
(and others can be furnished at anytime ata 
cost not exceeding three dollars per set,) one set for 
Crushing and Cob Grinding, and the other for Grind- 
ing fine Meal for family use. 

This Mill has also a very simple and convenient 
arrangement for receiving and conducting the Meal 
out ata spout on one side of the Mill, whieh wilh 
enable the operator to set a box under and receive 
the Meal without the trouble of shoveling it up. 

The adjusting apparatus is simple and effectual 
and is worked from above without interfering with 
the operation of the Mill; by it the Mull is made 
capable of application toa vast range of purposes, 
as well as being made to grind coarse or fine as 
desired. 

Among the uses to which this Mill is adapted 
are the following, viz: Grinding or Crashing Corn 
and Cob together, Grinding Meal from Corn and 
other Grain, and other like purposes. 

This form of Mill isso simple in its construction, 
and so few in its parts, that itcan be furnished ata 
very low price, when the value of the services i¢ 
performs is considered ; and fer the same reason it 
is durable and not likely to get ont of repair. 

It is a well known fact among Scientific Farmers, 
that two bushels of Corn ground is worth three in 
the ear, to feed hogs or cattle, and will fatten either 
in one third Jess time. 

Price $50---including an extra set of Grinding 
Plates, which renders it equal to two entire Mills 
for $50, and new Plates can be furnished at the 
small cost of $3 per set, which can be attached in 
the same manner that new poinis or shares are put 
to a Plough when the old ones are worn out. 


Trial of Corn and Cob Mills, at the lute Faor of 
the Maryland Agricultural Society. 


The following table will show the time oecupied 
and number of Revolutions of each of the Mills on 
Exhibition, in grinding half bushel of Corn and 
Cobs. 


Excelsior Mill---+-- «++eee2h Minutes...- 10 Revolutions. 
Little Giant Mill... ose. 42 +015 Us 
Maynard’s Champion Mill, 5 0s 20 “ 
Colburn’s Mill,s +++ +++s sees 73 ae «+32 i 


Advantages of the Excelsior Milk over all others :-- 
ist. Great Suength and Durability. 2d. Simplici- 
ty---having only one set screw to graduate the qual- 
ity of grinding, which renders it so simple that it 
may be managed by any ordinary farm hand. 3d. 
It will grind more Corn, or Corn and Cob, in the 
same time, and of same quality, than any other Mill 
in use. 5th. Economy--- that part of the mill which 
is most Jiable to wear being separate from the main 
body of the machine can be renewed, when worn out, 
at the smell cost of $3. ‘Thus, in the Excelsior Mill 
we present the Best, Cheapest and most durable 
Mill ever offered to the Farmer, 

The above Mills are now manufactured and for 
sale by Tatsor & Bro. Shockoe Foundry, Cor. 19 
and Carey sts. Richmond, Va. 


All orders punctually attended to, and cireul 
and further information furnished by 


R. McLAGAN, 


decl1—10t 157 Main Street, Richmond, Va. 


6 SOUTHERN. PLANTER—ADVERTISING SHEET. 


REAT REDUCTION IN PRICES OF HATS 
AND BOOTS.—J. H. ANTHONY’S Fasurona- 
BLE Hat Srore, Columbian Hotel Corner. The 
cheapest place in the city of Richmond to buy hats 
and boots is at the above store, where every article 
sold may be relied on as represented. By this 
means he has gained a good run of custom, and 
his customers are satisfied. Below is a list of his 
prices, which will be strictly adhered to: 


Best quality moleskin................ 3 50 

Second quality moleskin........-..... 3 00 

MBESL ONAIICY, STL. Flas. Nek ease eae 2 50 

Second iquanty silk soo) oo) ero, 2°00 

Fine Calfskin Sewed Boots only three dollars and 
fifty cents. 


Also, Caps, Shoes and Umbrellas. - 

J. H. Anthony has made an arrangement with 
one of the best makers in the city of Philadelphia 
to supply him with a handsome and substantial 


calfskin sewed Boot, which he will sell at the un-. 


precedented low price of three dollars and fifty 
cents. The attention of gentlemen is respectfully 
solicited, as they are the best. and cheapest boots 
that have ever been offered for sale in this city. 
He intends to keep but the one kind, and sell them 
at one price. mar’d4—tf 


SIRTON & SONS’ NURSERY, 
Near Richmond, Va. 

S the season for planting has arrived, the sub- 
tL scribers would respectfully call the attention 
of their friends and the public generally, to their 
large and extensive collection of Fruir Tress, 
embracing, perhaps, a selection that has not been 
surpassed, for the climate of Virginia, and nearly 
all propagated from fruit-bearing trees in their own 
orchard. 

Catalogues, with directions for planting, may be 
had at William Palmer’s Seed and Plough Store; 
at Peyton Johnston & Brother’s Apothecary Store ; 
at C. J. Sinton & Co’s. Hardware Store, and at Lo- 
gan Waller’s Commission House, where any orders 
left will be punctually attended to, and letters ad- 
dressed to the subscribers, Richmond, will receive 
prompt attention. 

nov—tf 


SCHOOL FOR BOYS. 

HE second session of my school will begin the 

first October next and terminate the first of 
August following. I desire: to get as boarders in 
my family, two boys, about twelve years old. 
The school is asmall one, intended for the educa- 
tion of my own children, and the course of instruc- 
tion such as will fit them for the University of 
Virginia. 

Teams—Two hundred dollars for the whole 
session; payable one half the first October, the 
other half the first of March. 

FRANK: G. RUFFIN, 
Summer Hill, Chesterfield, 
au 4 miles below Richmond. 


JOSEPH SINTON & SONS. 


DOMESTIC ANIMALS AT PRIVATE 
SALE. 
G. MORRIS’ Illustrated Catalogue, with 
e prices attached of Short Horned and Devon 
Bulls and Bull Calves, a few Horses, Southdown 
Rams, Berkshire, Suffolk and Essex Swine, will be 
forwarded by mail, if desired, by addressing L. G. 
MORRIS, Fordham, Westchester County, N. Y., 
or N. J. Becar, 187 Broadway, N. Y. It also con- 
tains portrait, pedigree and performance on: the 
tarf of the celebrated harse “ Monarch,” standing 
this season at the Herdsdale Farm. je—tf 


SOUTHERN (CLOTHING HOUSE, AT 
RICHMOND, VA. | 


a da Subscriber keeps constantly on hand a 
large and Fashionable Assortment of Ready 
made Clothing, of his own manufacture, of the 
latest and most approved Styles. Also a large as- 
sortment of Gentlemen’s furnishing Goods, such as 
Hanpx’rs, Cravats, Neck Ties, Shirts, Drawers, 
Gloves, Suspenders, Collars, Umbrellas, &c. &c. 
In addition to which he keeps a large and general 
assortment of Piece Goods of every Style and 
Quality, which he is prepared to make to measure 
at the shortest notice and in the best and most 


fashionable syle. 
E. B. SPENCE, 
mayly No. 120, Corner of Main & 13th sis. 


THREE TRACTS OF LAND 


On the Danville Railroad in Amelia, 36 miles from 
Richmond, for sale. 


Ihave for sale three tracts of land in Ametia 
County. One, the tract on which I reside, con- 
taining 310 acres, with excellent Dwelling, 7 rooms, 
newly painted, and in excellent order, with all ne- 
eessary outhouses, above. two thirds cleared, the 
other in timber. One other tract, 150 acres with a 
new house, 3 rooms, and a large passage; about the 
same proportion of cleared land as the above. An- 
other tract, 760 acres, with all the necesSary out 
houses, including a first rate granary, 8 tobacco 
barns, an overseer’s house, with four rooms, with 
five servant's bouses, all new with brick chimneys: 
the granary well painted. Each tract is good to- 
bacco and wheat land, the largest tract thought to 
be among the best if not the best quality of soil in 
this part of Virginia, with one hundred acres of 
first rate Creek and Branch Jow grounds. This 
tract is within two miles of Amelia Ct. House 
Depot; the other tracts, one three the other four 
miles from said Depot I wish only to sell two of 
the above tracts, reserving one for myself, pur- 
chasers however having choice of the three. 

Price and terms willbe reasonable, as Lam deter- 
mined tosell. For any further particulars address 
me at Amelia Court House Post Office. 
jantf JOHN G. JEFFERSON. 


INFORMATION FOR THE PEOPLE. 
To be sold, fifty thousantl, will be published about 
the first of March, Price fifty cents, Three Copies 
for One Dollar. 
A NEW MAP OF VIRGINIA. 


Upon which are delineated its vast Works of 
Internal Improvements, and all information usually 
found on Maps of the later dates; accompanied 
with a Pamphlet containing a register of the various 
Officers of the Commonwealth, Members of Con- 
gress, House of Delegates, &c., &c. Also the 
CONSTITUTION OF VIRGINIA, AND THE BILL OF RIGHTS. 


With a vast amount of valuable information in- 
dispensable to every citizen of the Commonwealth. 
Pablished by Ricuarp Epwarps, No. 157 Main 
Street, Richmond, Va. : 
Persons wishing a Copy of the New Map, will 
please forward their orders without delay, so as to 
secure a first impression. Send Post Office Stamps 
instead of Silver change; a gold collar can be in- 
closed te any part of the country. . 
Orders can be sent direct to the Publisher, 
RICHARD EDWARDS, 
Richmond, Va. 
Or Tuomas Baris, Planter Office, Richmond, Va., 
and Copies will be forwarded at-once. feif 
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ROBBINS & BIBB, PROPRIETORS OF 
THE BALTIMORE STOVE HOUSE, 
AND MANUFACTURERS OF ° 
SCOTT’S PATENT LITTLE GIANT 
CORN AND COB MILL, © 
Patented May 16th, 1864— Copyright secured March 
Ist, 1855. 


OTICE.—LITTLE GIANT—-Any infringe- 
ment of the patent of the Little Giant Corn 
and Cob Crusher, either by selling into our terri- 
tory, or attempting to infringe the patent, will be 
prosecuted to the utmost extent of the law. 
ROBBINS & BIBB, 
Light street near Pratt—Baltimore. 


Townand County Rights For Sale. 


LITTLE GIANT —The. subscribers having se- 
cured the right from Lyman Scott to manofacture 
and sell the Corn and Cob Mill, known as the Little 
Giant, are now prepared to execute promptly, in a 
thorough workmanlike manner, all orders, whole- 
sale and retail, of said Mills. The reputation won 
by these Mills for the past year throughout the Uni- 
ted States, is a sufficient guaraniece of its utility and 
established character. It has cost a large amount 
of money and labor to bring the Mill to its present 
“state of perfection, and is now offered to the Plan- 
ters, Stock Feeders and others as a complete article 
of mechanism, simpleand practical in use, durable 
in construction. It is pronounced by every body 
to be the most important article of the kind now in 
use, not only well adapted for grinding cob meal 
for stock, but grits or fine hominy for the table, &c., 
&c. The Liitle Giant received the first premium at 
the late Agricultural Fairs of Missouri, Kentucky, 
Maryland and other States, and thatin the most 
complimentary manner, These Mills are guaran- 
teed in every respect, and No. 2 Mills warranted to 
grind ten bushels of feed per hour with one horse, 
and offered atthe low price of $44, all complete, 
ready for attaching the horse. No.3 Mill, at $55, 
grinds fifteen bushels per hour, and No. 4, at 
$66, grinds twenty bushels per hour with two 
horses, 


[Extract from a Western Paper.} 
THE LITTLE GIANT 
PATENT CORN AND COB MILL. 


We would call the attention of the farming com- 
munity, or those who have stock to feed or fatten, 
to the above mill, confident that all who consult 
economy and practice good husbandry, will avail 
themselves of the use of an implement, the merits 
of which have been tested by leading Agricultu- 
rists throughout the Union. ‘The Liitle Giant” 
quoth one of our*townsmen, “is no Yankee tool but 
begotten in the South-west, at St. Louis, Missouri, 
born and bred in the biggest corn field of the big- 


tf 


gest corn, of the great American bottom—h nce 


its natural proclivity and rapacity to chaw up ear 
corn and todo things wholesale after the western 
fashion.” We notice in the Agricultural papers 
from that quarter, and all along shore, that the Lit- 
tle Giant has ground its way from the Mississippi 
to the Atlantic, taking the first. premiums at State 
and County Fairs and Mechanic’s Institutes of 
Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio, Penn- 
sylvania, Carolinas, Virginia, Georgia, New Jersey 
and Maryland; and has now got right among the 
down easters, masticating the hard flinty corn of 
that country to their infinite delight and satisfac- 
tion. 

An Agricultural Improvement of the South-west, 
that the invention and skill of the East acknowldeges 
superior to any thing of the kind got up, and is 
sought after by the intelligent discerning farmers 
of that region, must have substantial merits. Indeed, 
to commend itself to those who are so well qualified 
to judge, who from their circumstances and educae 
tion, are led, if not cumpelled, to practice an econe 
omy in all the operations of the farm, which would 
appear with us to amount almost to stinginess, must 
combine advantages that adapts itin the highest 
degree to meet the purposes intended. 


Messrs. Rozsins & Biss, of the Baltimore Stove 
House, 39 Light street, we understand have the 
patent right for some ten or a dozen States, 

Albemarle Co., Va., Oct. 5, 1855. 3 
Messrs. Robbins g Bibb, Baltimore. 

GENTLEMEN :---I mentioned to you, when in your 
manufactory last year, that I would give my opiniom 
ofthe Little Giant Corn and Cob Crusher, after E 
had made a fair trial of the one sent me,---this I now 
proceed to do, as an act of justice to all interested 
in its success. I have had it in operation a year 
and find it quite equal to my anticipations, if not 
beyond them. With two mules it will crush well 
upwards of 15 bushels of corn on the ears in the 
hour, easy work. If needful it might be made to 
reach 18. It adds one-fifth to the amount of food, to 
say nothing of the toll saved for grinding at a neigh- 
boring mill, four miles off, and the service of aman 
and a pair of oxen the entire day each trip. Indeed 
Ican safely say, that it has saved mein the last 
tweive months, four-fold its cost, with corn at $5 and 
$6 a barrel, sold for in this neigborhood. I intended 
getting a machine to crush Guano this fall, but was 
disappointed, and I made an experiment with the 
Little Giant, and found it to answer admirably.— 
With one horse, it ground or crushed 15 to 20. bush- 
els in the hour, and did it well. I shall of course 
save the price of the crusher. Upon the whole, I 
regard it as a most efficient and valuable machine, 
and with pleasure add my testimony in its favor, 
How long it will last, is to be proved. 


Very respectfully, your ob’t serv’t, 
nov | A. STEVENSON. 


BUENHEIM, NEAR OarTer’s Bripce P. O., 


Correspondence of the Cincifnati Daily Gazette. 


MaNnsFIELD, Nov. 10th, 1855, 


Quite an excitement was created here this after- 
noon, growing out of a contest between corn crush- 
ers. It appears that some two weeks since Messrs. 
Scott & Hedges of Cincinnati, advertised in the 
papers of this city that they would give a silver cup 
to any mill that should grind faster and finer, with 
the same amount of power, than their mill the 
“Little Giant.” 

They appeared in due time upon the ground, witla 


$ 


two sizes of mills. The Leavit mill, or Excelsior 
as it is called, was entered in competition by Messrs 
Hall & Allen, who are manufacwuring them in this 
place. Mr. Leavitt, the patentee, was present, and 
superintended the operating of his mill---who at first 
was unwilling to have the trial made with old dry 
corn. Mr. Hedges, who exhibited the Littie Giant. 
insisted oa using the old corn, as he was unwilling 
to have only a partial test, which would be the case 
if soft, new corn was used, Finaily, after much 
hesita:ion, they yielded to Mr. Hedges’ demand. 
The grinding commenced with the Little Giant, 
which ground a given quantity of corn in sixty-threc 
revolutions, using two light horses on the No. 4 
mill, which moved off easily and ground the amount 
without stopping. A half bu-helof meal was sifted 
and about one quart of the amount was found too 
coarse to pass through the sieve. The commitiee 
who had been appvinted 10 Superintend and decide 
ihe coatest, then repaired to the Leavitt mill, when 
the same amvuntofcorn was ground, which required 
73 revotutions, although Mr. Leavin; worked but 
one horse, which was a very heavy stout one the 
draught was evidently too hard fur him, as he stop 
ped three times and was allowed to rest. Gn sifting 
the meal there proved to be five or six quarts too 
coarse to pass the sieve, instead of one as in the 
ease of ihe Little Giant. ‘The committee afier a few 
moments consultation reported substanti. lly asabove 
aod re uraed the cup toMr, ‘edges, who thanked 
them kindly, and remarked thatit twice before had 
been won over the Leavitt mill, and if a favorable 
occasion offered it would be risked again. Mr. 
Hedges then called the attention of those present. 
saying that he would grind some shelled corn---then 
put one bushel in the hopper, which was ground 
out in four minutes at a moderate walk. Mr. Leavit 
ground a like quantity and was five minutes---his 
horse being hurried to considerably more speed---no 
sieve was used but it was admitted by all that ir 
was much coarser than that ground by the Little 
Giant. 

Mr. H. then, at the request of some farmers, 
ground some new corn very satisfactorily, Mr 
Leavitt ground some also, which appeared very 
fine---but upon taking the mill apart, it was found 
to be gorged with cobs, admitting only the shelled 
corn to pass. In the opening of the contest the Lit- 
tle Giant had but few triends, all seemtng to be in 
favor of “our Mill”? -but the earnestness and assur- 
ance with which Mr. H. pressed the contest gained 
for it friends, although atone time there was a 
semblance of hostile demonstrations, which our 
good people soon quieted—and the matter ended 
quite pleasantly, and the Little Giant came off 
triumphant, AN EYE WITNESS, 


* The Little Giants are to be had of Messrs. 
Roesin, & Biss, Baltimore. Maryland. 


RIDGEWAY SCHOOL. 


TLE next session of my School will begin on 

the first Monday in September and end on the 
last Friday of June, 1856. There will be a vaca- 
tion of two weeks at Christmas. I charge $220 
for a whole session, or $25 a month for any period 
less than a whole session. I furnish my pupils 
board, lodging, light, fuel, washing, and all else ne- 
cessary to comfort, and make ro extra charges for 
anything. lt have three assistant teachers and am 
prepared to give instruction in every branch of 
education proper to fit boys to enter the University 
of Virginia. For further particulars apply to me 
Charlottesville, Va. 


au—tf FRANKLIN MINOR. 
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CRENSHAW & CO., 
CGMMISSION MERCHANTS & GROCERS, 
North Side of the Basin, 
Richmond, Virginia. 

AVE always on hand a large assortment of 

Groceries. ) 
A No. 1 Peruvian Guano, direct from the Agents. 
A A and White Mexican do do do 

Clover, Timothy, Orchard, Herds & Randall 
Grass Seed, all of which they will sell on the best 
terms, We give our personal attention to the sale 
of all descriptions of produce and make liberal 
advances when desired. my 


TO THE WOOL GROWERS OF 


A* the new crop will soon be ready for market, 
we beg leave tocall your attention to the advan- 
tages of our depot system for the grading and sale 
of wool. Notwithstanding the disadvantages under 
which we have had to labour during the past season 
on account of the dull state of the trade, we have 
made sales of all that we have received, at prices 
not only very satisfactory but exceeding any others 
that we have head of, for wool grown in this State, 
We therefore confidently refer all interested to 
those from’ whom we have had consignments the 
past year CRENSHAW & CO.,, 
North side of the Basin, Richmond, Va. 


PURE GAME FOWLS FOR SALE. 
Bred from the best stock of Eaglish black breast, 
Lord Stanley, Suwarrow, English Blue Breast, 
iarl of Derby, English Game, Sumatra, Red and 
Black Mexican and Creole Game. Fowls sent 
'o any part of the United States in good order 
prices ranging from $2 50 to $15 00 per pair. 
Fowls paid for when ordered, 

Address J. M.t. ANDERSON. 

Ruther Glen PO. Caroline county, Va. 


my 


jatf 


DRAINING TILE. 
The subscribers have constantly on hand any quan- 
uty of Draininc Tite of the most approved pat- 
terns, which they will dispose of at the following 
prices:—14 inch bore $12 per thousand, about one 
foot bore each; 28 inch bore $15; 4 inch bore $35; 
Gutter Tile $20. They also keep on hand the best 
Sand Press Brick, $15, and Fine Brick, $26. 
Samples can be seen. Orders left at the office of 
American Farmer, or direct to the subscribers 
MITTENHOUSE & CRAWFORD, 
i Brick Makers, W Pratt St., near the Cattle Seales, 
|jan if Balt., Md 


IG3 OF IMPROVED BREED FOR SALE.— 
I have for sale, to be delivered at weaning time, 
a good many pigs of improved breed. I have pro- 
duced it myself from crosses of the Surry (or Suf- 
folk) genuine Berkshire, (Dr. John R. Woods’ stock) 
Irish Grazier, Chester County, No Bone and Duch- 
ess. I think them superior hogs of medium size, 
and for fourteen years they have not had a bad 
crossamong them. I prefer that purchasers should 
view my brood sows and my boar on my farm, three 
miles below Richmond. I will not sell them in 
pairs, because the in-and-in breeding would depre- 
ciate the stock at once and cause dissatisfaction, 
but I will sell in one lot several of the same sex. 
Price 45 per head for one, and an agreed price for 
a larger number. ‘They will be delivered on the 
Basin, or at any of the Rail Road Depots free of 
charge. 


FRANK: G. RUFFIN, 
Summer Hill, Chesterfield, Jan. 4, 1855. 
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LIME—LIME—LIME. 
TO FARMERS, BRICKLAYERS, AND 
OTHERS. 


Having made arrangements for a regular supply 
of shells, I am prepared to furnish any quantity of 
well burnt Shell Lime, as low or lower than can be 
procured elsewhere. It will be delivered to farmers 
atany of the railroad Depots, and to customers in 
the City wherever they may desire. 

Application to be made at my Lime Kilns, oppo- 
site l'redegar Iron Works, at »'r John G. Werth’s 
office, corner 10th Street and Basin Bank, or at 
Messrs. Smith and Harwood’s Hardware Store, 
Main Street, Richmond. 

Jan ly 


WILLIAM SMITH. 


M*CONNELL & BURTON, 


DENTISTS, 
Main Street, between 9th and 10th Streets, Richmond, Va. 


JOHN M‘'CONNELL. 
ap—tf 


W. LEIGH BUBTON. 


S IMPROVED PATENT 
BROADCAST SOWING MACHINE. 

THIS Machine was patented in 1845, anc ten 
years have proved it to be unequalled in the Uni- 
ted States, for the purposes tor which it is designed. 

It has but very little machinery, hence, when 
well made, it is very durable. It is capable of per- 
forming as follows: It sows correctly (and any de- 
sired quantity per acre,) all the various kinds of 
grain and seed commonly sown by farmers, from 


==. oe ee SS 


near Geneva, last season, which had been sown 
with this Machine, and we never saw grain stand 
more evenly on the ground. Mr. Delafield assured 
us he could sow anything—lime, plaster, poudretie, 
guano, &c., or any seed, from grass seed to peas, or 
indian corn, with perfect exactness, graduating the 
quantity per acre to a pint.” 


Extract from an Address of the Hon. Geo. Geddes, before 
the Onondaga Uo. Ag. Soc., 1854.] 

‘The sowing of plaster by hand is a very unpleasant 
piece of hard work, and itis by far the best economy 
to uscone of Seymouz’s machines. With these ma- 
chines the plaster is cvenly distributed over the 
whole ground, and forthis resson a smaller quantity 
of plaster is required tc touch every part of the 
surface. 

[From Ed. Southern Planter, Va., April, 1855 ] 


Seymour’s Patent Broapcastinc MAcHINB.— 
We again call the attention of our subscribers to 
this Machine. Since the !ast number of the Plan 
ter was published we have sowed with it one hune 


‘dred acres in oats, andthey are nowup. Wentever 


had a crop so well seeded or that promised better. 
As to the quantity of work it willdo, we can only 
state our own experience. One horse works the 
machine with perfect ease, it being no heavier than 
a single gig. The driver, in our case, was so 
engaged that he could not get to the work svonez 
than an hour by sun, and had to leave it about the 
same time in the evening. We had four three-horse 


(harrows in the ficldeand a three-horse plough to 


sweep the water furrows. The Jand required only 
one harrowing to get it in order, the tilth upon the 
fall and winter’ ploughing being remarkably fine. 
Dividing the work of preceding and following the 
Machine, as occasion required, so as to keep all the 
work well up togetber, we found that it was per- 
fectly able to keepahead ofthem. Itsowsa breadth 
of ten feet, as fast as a horse can walk, and carry- 
ing two bushels at a time, does not require as many 
stoppages as are necessary with a man who seeds 
by hand and can carry a much less supply with 
him. The seeding, too, is entirely independent of 


peas to the smallest seeds (Clover and Timothy | the wind, and was done with us as well during very 
mixed,) if desired, and all the fertilizers or manures | high winds, which prevailed most of the time, as 
ofa dusty nature, which are so nearly reduced to ajduring a calm, because the seed are delivered so 
powder that the largest particles will pass through | close to the ground. We not only recommend the 
an aperture which will let through peas or corn, or| machine, therefore, to every farmer, but we urge 
which, having once been ground or made fine, and ; them to buy it, not on Mr, Seymour’s account, who 
become lumpy by exposure, as plaster frequently |is nothing to us, but on their own. 
a a Aumanrun, Va Mant, 1885 
sheet iron saw, which is used in the machine for | Drees one OF Mr, Sey een 
Oi thiscde ail sadh wanires ’ ies in 1854, and it was used by myselfand a neighbor 
Hiaécaudble! of dusting « Ae au Tieg ot don {12 Sowing thirty or forty tons of Plaster. I purchas- 
P § every Inch ‘of ground ON | ed another in the Fall of 1854, and I am now using 


teh see, 3 me i : ) 
ete ated a rat Gaea B a bushel Ge both. One hand with an ordinary horse can sow, 
plaster, an ey ok ey Otsu Ss OF oe “lay Re | without, dificuity,: twenty to, iwenty-uwe, aeres: 2 


thus evenly applied to the same amount of land. | day, ‘The distribution is as perfect as possible. 


It sows ten feet wide, and any narrower breadth |} 2m certain that every square inch of an acre was 


may be sown at pleasure, merely with a “rod” with | qusted by one third ofa bashel. My neighbor Mr. 


only teeth enough on to sow the breadth desired.| & Nelson thinks he effected it with one peck. 
It has received the highest reccommendations from | 1 ‘cannot speak too highly of this machine as a 


many handr f st farmers , 
any hundreds of the best farmers of our country | plaster sower. It sows timothy seed and clover. 


rar ice ee I have not tried it with wheat, but feel assured it 
> pee) Ha iZe au iploma | will answer well. 


at the trial of Agricultura! Implements, held at| 
Geneva, July, 1852. | 
[The following is froin the “ Albany Cultivator, of June, 
1848, by the Editor, L. Tucker. ] 
“This Cut represents Seymour’s Sowing Ma- Gentlemen : 
chine, advertised in our last. It has been exten- At your request I with pleasure give you my 
sively used in Western New York, andis much!opinion of Seymour’s Patent Sowing Machine, 
approved. We saw many acres of various kinds] which I have used with perfect satisfaction for two 
of grain on the farm of Joha Delafield, Esq.,' years past, insowing wheat. Ilast yearsowed with 


TT. RANDOERPH. 


F'reperickss’G, Va., Oct. 19, 1855. 
To Messrs. Wetirorp, Eastuam & Co, 


a <t 
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one of iévof these machines 300 bushels + isdws ten ‘fect |G. North, SLICE. COU c 08 tiga op machines 300 bushels; it sows ten feet 
wide and distributes the seed with perfect regularity 
over the surface at any rate you may desire tu the 
acre. 
which a pointer is attached, and a small boy capable 
of filling the box with wheat, and driving so as not 
to vary much from the track of the machine, can 
manage it as well as a grown Beran. The grain is 
not affected by windy weather. I think I can safely 
reeommend the machine to the Agricultural 
Community. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant. 
ROBERT W. CARTER, 


They are all made under the supervision of the 
inventor, and it is intended that every machine shall 
be made as it should be; for we are well aware that 
if we allow bad work or materials, the evil is great- 
er to ourselves than to the purchaser. The price 
with all improvements made previous to 1845, is $55. 
fn July, 1855, an improvement was patented which 
when applied increases the price to #60. Since 
that time another very valuable improvement has 
been perfected; and with these late improvements, 
the value of the machine to the purchaser is nearly 
or quite doubled, while the price is only increased 
10 865. Another box, placed behind the wheels, 
will be furnished to order at $25. With this, grain 
or seed may be sown while sowing some other seed 
or substance from the main box. This can be re- 
moved or replaced in five minutes. 

Reference is madeto all the Presidentsof the 
New York State Agricultural Societies who have 
presided Since 1845, “and as they are in use by intel- 


- ligent farmers in half the States in the Union, as 


well as in Canada, we would refer to all these cen- 
themen to testify to their excellence: 


S. Sands & Worthington,.: +++ +++ ees eee «Baltimore, Md 
DPD. Cc. Randolph, eeerer cere tec er wmeee rene ee Richmond, Va 
CO. R. Mason,++ +++ se eee eee renee King George C. H, “ 
C. (Ge Baldwin, ce Richmond, °* 
SSE Henley, on(eils siLeuGisyis, 6 ers inn6iieisy eden @peieuie! 6 ce Walkerton, oy 
ie Taylor, sss sere ee cece wees Meadon Farm, ss 
Ei. H. Osborne, «+++ +-++> see ee eee ee Petersburg,» “ 
Edward Hill, Sn end dbo pa ao uh po omono anole Ayletts, iT 
Dr. W. Gwathmey, Or ence ae arecer eCi ee 66 
Sam’] Ayres. e+: cee eee cee ee eee eee ee Rihhend! “ 
D. A. Ciasbarne: pris isle dini'e Wat ouie/e) cue soln ot alisitere ts Halifax Co, iss 
Ww. R, Bland, sMet thc Modahe tate! sin: foils tee. ee herei et aiaitel = Nottow ay, “ 
N.™M Osborne, Pete e eee nee tees Prince George, “ 
BS. Brown,s ++ e+e eee eee ee ce eens decay! Ch & 
W.S. Bylands, -Ayletts, “ 
J.T. Henley, --- Walicerton, - 


SMe icvalls, ‘f 
-» Smithfield, ‘ 
. Richmond, Th 

.» Powhatan, ei 

- Ayletts, . * 

. ‘Brandy Station, we 
. Dinwiddie, sé 


R. B. Watkins, «+--+ ++ +++ 
W. Y. Downman, : 
F. G. Ruffin, Ed. ehtreca Planter, 
Miles C. Seldon, -: .: . 
Wm. T Samvel, 
ee Bridges, re atric 
i) Bs Atkinson, - ee ey fale (eye? ba esa! een 


i Pp. Taliaferro, « beter eeees << York (Go, 7a 
R. B. Haxall,- teen e ee eee “Richmond, ff 
fs [a Randclphi Bi sherlo level etonersileieta eo vceee ee 6c 
Dr. P. B. Pendleton, -- . ‘Polecsville, i 
Br. Jas. L. Jonesys+ ++ seer cece eee ces fe(ordouseille, s6 
Lewen T. Jones, «+++ -+e++ seer teens Houdoun, C8 BC 
Hon. T. C. REID ; see teee - Darien. 


scene ile. 


W. B. Bowerman.: ee 
LE Bloomfela. N. Y. 


H. Munson, Pres. two re Soc. see 


i. M. Bradley, Sec.c sere ce rcececces do. do. 
tra Peck, Pres’t town Ag. Soc. + +++ esse eeee* do. 
T. H. Kellog, Jr. Sec. town Ag. Soc.: +++ sees es do. 
Guy Collins, ec eleleneeletenstis) sels Gb goats 6 eo vcseese GO, 
N. Steel, SOPOMORED OO OOOO AC Ob00 4 Goode coda do. 
M. Adams, «- « Biden OS Seon ooh seco neees CY. 
Dea. Pomeroy. eje ia sleleteiele siele elk sisi sles vlstets's see GO. 
ibuther Lage ie bars cbatinlh oie te 0260 bhakel a lovevetateWellal leo «+ do. 
WJ.Taylor,:: obs lalate eiahehe eitetereteeus cc's steele) 


The quantity is indicated by an index, to|F. N. Toby, - 


G. SPS oh gglelitan’y see eeee -+-E Bloomfield, N. Y. 
Hiram Steel, efsie bate ete Oa pilels State oo we do. 
Win. Cimene mle, 6 10 pleas masiiete SYalape'e ob Ke do. 

to ee ee Sas fees de 
Moses Raglbaen eonetere a ete le Ste sso 'ae) ele . do. - 
Ten Eyck Munsen, +--+ ++ ssseeseeees do 
‘fufus Humphrey, '5 22) Soe eee sees VICtOr, ae OY, 
M: Norton, '0- 257.0. Oe ee ote Oe Se do. 
Levi Boughton, -++- ++ eee eer ee cece eeee do. 
D. D. T. Moore, Ed. Rural New Yorker,---- ++ Rochester. 
W. Kelly, Pres. N. Y. A. S.ce- +++ 00 e+ ee os «+ Rhineback, 
L. G. Morris, Pres. N. Y.S. A. S.ee e+e: Mt. Fordham: 
A. Van Bergen, Pres.N. Y.S. ie Soc.e+ +--+ Coxsackie. 
Hon. C H. Carroll, «++ +++ + e+ c++ ee ee ee oe «+» Groveland. 


L. Bradner, Pres. Bonk ye se eececeees ce ee Danville, 
H. iGealar Gch Capea eee -*-S Salem, 

C. H. SEYMOUR. 
N. Y., 1856. fe tf 
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East Bloomfield, Ontario., 


KOSSUTH. 


This justly renowned trot- 
ting Stallion, who has re- 
ceived the First Premium 
two years in succession 


Eee ee Ses Soinia State Agricultural 
Fafr, and who is now “pronounced by competent 
judges to be one of the purest bred and fastest 
trotting Stallions in America—will commence his 
season, (limited to fifty mares) on the 1st of March, 
at the stable of the subscriber, on the Mechanics- 
ville Turnpike, one mile from the City of Richmond 
—and on Tuesday, Ist day of April, will be at the 
farm of Mr. Henry A. Winfree, near ine Half Way 
house, in Chesterfield County, where be will make 
a regular stand of two days in each week through- 
out the séason. The season will expire on the ‘Ist 
of July. 

TERMS :—#25 the season, the money in alle ases 
to be pid at the first time of serving the mare No 
insurance. Groom fee $1. 


DESCRIPTION & PEDIGREE or KOSSUTH. 


Was foaled in Columbia County, State of New 
York; is a beantiful rich dark brown, five feet three 
inches high, of great muscular power ‘and symmetry 
of form, docile disposition, and can trot his mile 
inside of two minutes and forty seconds toa wagon. 
His Colts are remarkably fine and promising, and 
as a proof three of them received first class pre- 
miums atthe last State Agricultural Fair, and from 
2to $400 a piece has been refused for some of them 
at six months old. 

Kossuth was sired by that world renowned 
troiting horse New York Black Hawk, out of the 
well known trotting Mare Lady of the Lake, and 
|she out of a thorough bred Mambrino Mare, ‘The 
sire of black Hawk was the celebrated stallion 
podren Jackson, The sire also of Jackson, Kem- 

ble Jackson, Henry Clay, Yobrg Andrew Jackson 
and Jarge numbers of other fast ones the fasiest 
trotting “horse of his day, he was sired by Young 
Bashaw, who was by Imported Grand Bashaw. 
Thedam of Andrew Jackson was by Why Not, and 


(1854 and 1855) at the Vir- 


Why Not by old Imported Messenger, the Grand — 


dam of Jackson also by Messenger. ‘Black Hawk’s 

dam was the distinguished trotting Mare Sally 

Miller, who has trotted her mile in two minutes and 
thirty seconds , and was not excelled by any horse of 
her time. She was got by Tippoo Saib, and he by 
im ported Messenger, “her dam by Gunpowder. Black 
Hawk’s time with heavy weight is the best on re- 
cord, up to the time of his death, and established 
his claim to be the best trotting Stallion in 
America. - j 


dad 
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PERFORMANCES or BLACK HAWK. 


Nov, 17, 1847, beat Jenny Lind in a match over the 
UnionCourse, mile heats: Black Hawk to a 250 lb. wagon, 
Jenny Lind to a skeleton wagon weighing about 75 lbs, 
winning the first and third heats in 2 40, 2 43. — 

April 25th, 1848, beat Lady Sutton in a match over the 
same course, mile heats, best 3 in 5, to 250 lb. wagons: 
time 2 43; 2 43; 2 42; 2 45}. 

May 15th, 1848, beat Americus over the same course in 
a match for $2000; three mile heats to 2501b wagons; 
ume 8 31; 8 36. 

For further performance see Turf Register for 1847 and 
1848 ; where will also be seen the challenge of his owner 
to trot him against any horse in the world for any amount 
from $500 to $5000; which challenge was never accepted. 
Subsequently $13,000 was-refused for him. 


Kossutu having been kept solely as a breeding 
Stallion, has made but one perfermance on the 
turf, and that over the Union Course, Long Island, 
on the of Ist Sept. 1855, in a match of two mile 
heats, in harness, against Mr. F. Felton’s black 
Stallion Ticonderoga, Kossuth winning with ease, 
ip two straight heats, ‘n the last one, Ticonderoga 
barely saving his distance (160 yards ) 

Kossuth had made a large season, (serving 84 
mares,) and been in training only one month, suf- 
fering all the while from a severe cold, taken on 
his passage from Richmond to New York, and was 
so evidently out of condition, that I was advised to 
withdraw him; but knowing his endurance I was 
determined he should trot, and had the gratifiica- 
tion to see him not only win, but make a race un- 
der the circumstances, creditable to any horse 
A few weeks subsequent to this race, he mare a 
trial to a wagon, which in speed will compare with 
if not surpass, that of any trotting Stallion in the 
world. By reference to my bills, it will be seen 
that Kossuth belongs to a trotting family —the bes! 
tn America, and traces his blood for upwards of 
half a century, through a line of choice ancestors— 
all celebrated for speed and great endurance—and 
goes back to some of the purest Arabian and 
English horses. 

Persons wishing to breed from Kossuth, would do 
well to make early application, as he will positive. 
ly not exceed the limit. 

Mares sent from a distance will be well taken 
care of, at my stable, at forty cents per day. 

H. J. SMITH. 
RicuMmonp, Jan. 29th, 1856. fedt 


TO FARMERS. 


J OODBURY’sS Lever Mounted Horse Power 
Thresher and Cieaner, capable of threshing 
and cleaning one bushel of wheat per minate. This 
machine received a first premium at the Pennsyl- 
vania, New Jersey and Delaware State Fairs, ard 
numerous County Exhibitions, where it has been 
brought in competition with other machines. This 
machine need only be seen to be properly appre- 
ciated. Manufactured and for sale by 
C. B. ROGERS, 
Seed and Agricultural Warehouse, 
daeci—3m No, 29, Market st., Philadelphia. 


mT 


WESTMORELAND LAND FOR SALE. 


Five hundred acres of good level land, two thirds 
under Cultivation, with a good two story dwelling 
house, a kitchen, good barn, stable and carriage 
house, all new, and al] other necessary out hquses, 
in a good neighbourhood, and convenient to church- 
es, mills and Post Office. 

Address G. H. NORTHAM. 
Nominy Grove, Westmoreland, Va 
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TO FARMERS AND GARDENERS. 
Your attention is called tothe Manures manufac- 
tured by the Lodi Manufacturing Co. from the con- 
tents of the sinks and privates in New York City, 
and free from offensive odor, called 


POUDRETTE AND TAFEU. 
Poudrette is composed of two-thirds night soil and. 
one third decomposed vegetable fibre. ‘Tafeu is 
composed of three-fourth night soil and one-fourth 
No. 1 Peruvian Guano. 

These manures are cheaper and better adapted. 
for raising Corn, Garden Vegetables and Grass, 
than any other in market. Can be putin contact 
with the seed without injury, and causes Corn and. 
seeds tO come up sooner, ripen two weeks earlier, 
and yield ene third more than other manures, and 
is a Sure preventative of the cut worm. 

Two bbls of Poudrette or 100 bbis, 'Tafeu, will 
mantre an acre of Corn in the hill. Tafeul 3.4 
cents per lb. Poudrette $2 00 per bbl. or $1 50 for 
any quantity over 7 bbls., delivered on board vesset 
or railroad free from any charge for package or 
cartage. A pamphlet containing every information 
sent, post paid, to any ene sending their address to 


THE LODI MANUFACTURING CO. 
ot 60 Courtlandt-st., New Yorix 


SUPERIOR IMPROVED SWINE, &C. 
Y breeding stock of Essex and Suffolk Swine 
is now large, (having been selected by myselt 
with great care and particularity,) so that I expect 
to be able to supply a considerable demand for Pigs 
next Spring, for which I solicit orders. I also breed 
the pure Chester County Hogs,and crosses of the 
China, with the above varieties. I have now for 
sale an Essex Boar, and Sow in pig, four years old; 
four young Sows, 8 to 15 months old, the older ones 
in pig; two Boars, 8 months old, and 12 Pigs two 
to four months old, most of them males; a very 
superior imported Suffolk Sow, 6 years old; a 
Chester County Boar and Sow rather over a year 
old, and five pairs good Chester County Pigs and 
Shoats. Also, two grade Bull Yearlings and one 
Calf, (Devon and Durham;) one very fine pure 
Devon Bull Calf, out of my best cow, and sired by 
my bul: Ben Bolt; and eight young Cotswold 
Sheep, two of which are Bucks. 
; TH ASRARDS, 
dec 1—4t Norfolk City 
TO FARMERS. 
WYANDOT PROLIEFC COBN FOR SALE. 
TNE GREATEST AGRICULTURAL WONDER OF THE AGE, 


Plants only one kernel in hills four feet apart ac 
the North, and five to six feet at the South, yield 
15) bushels per acre. 

Tbe Corn will be warranted genuine, and sufi- 
cient put in a parcel to plant an acre, with instruc- 
tions for cultivating. 

Price, one dollar. and fifty cents, delivered in 
New York. Money or P. O. Stamps mnst always 
accompany the order (with proper directions how 
lo send.) ' 

Those who order it sent by mail, and remit #4, 
will receive (post paid) sufficient to plant one acre ; 
$2 a half an acre; $1 a quarter of an acre. Orders 
fora less quantity will not be filled unless at double 
the above rates. 

All orders or for circulars giving full particulars 


must be addressed to 
J. C. THOMPSON, 
TOMPKINSVILLE, 


Feb. 2t 1856. Staten Island, N.Y. 


ALBANY AGRICUL 


= = p 2 
os 


TURAL 


ua ay 
MES EH 


WORKS, 


ON HAMILTON. LIBERTY § UNION STS. 
WAREHOUSE, SEED STORE, AND SALES ROOMS, 
NO.52 STATE STREET, ALBANY, N. Y. 


EMERY BROTHERS, 


Sole Proprietors and Manufacturers of Emery’s Patent Railroad Horse Powers and Overshot Threshtag 
Machines and Separators. Also Manufacturers of ana Wholesale Dealer in 


AGRICULTURAL MACHINES AND IMPLEMENTS 


Of the latest and most improved kinds extant. 
DEALERS IN GRAIN, FIELD, GRASS, GARDEN & FLOWER SEEDS & FERTILIZERS. 


The Horse Powers, together with the great variety of 
Lapor-Savinc Macuings, to be propelled thereby, being 
the leading articles manufactured by the proprietors, the 
attention of the public is especial'y called to them Fall 
DESCRIPTIVE ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUES con- 
taining directions, prices and terms of sale, warranty and 
payment, sent by mail, gratis, to all post-paid applications. 


Upwards of Twelve Hundred sets of the above celebra- 
ted machines, have been made and sold in this city alone 
during the last twelve months, and without supplying the 
demand. The puvlic may rest assured the reputation 
heretofore earned for their manufactures, shall be fully 
sustained, by using none but the best material and work- 
manship; and by a strict attention to business, they hope 
%o merit and enjoy a continuance of the patronage hereto- 
fiure so liberally bestowed. 


As large numbers of Powers and other machines are 
being offered in various sections of the country, resembling 
those of the abeve manufacturers in almost every particu- 
Jar, it becomes necessary to caution the public against the 
deception, and to enable their own to be distinguished frem 
all others, they would say, the words “‘Emery’s Patent” 


Se3 oe es = ae 


are upon all the small wheels, “Emery” upon the tinks of 
the chain, and the name “Emery” in some manner, and alt 
in raised letters, is cast upon some or all the iron parts of 
their machin. s, beside the woodwork being also atencilled, 
in a conspicuous manner, with the names of the propri- 


etors and their place of business. ‘ 


WARRANTY, CAPACITY, ECONOMY. 
The Two Horse Power and Thresher, as represented by 


circulars, is capable, with three or four men, ot threshing 
from 175 to 225 bushels of wheat or rye, and the ONE 


Horssé Powers ‘rom 75 to 100 bushels of wheat or rye; or. 


both kinds of powers, &c., are capable of threshing double 
that amount of oats, barley er buckwheat per day, of or- 
inary yield. 
mote Power Threshers, &c., are warranted to be of 
the best materials and workmanship, and to operate as 
represented by this circular, tu the satisfaction of the pur- 
chasers, together with a full right of using them in any 
territory of the United States, subject to be returned within 
three months and home transportation and full purchase 


money refunded if not found acceptable to the papapypers. 
; mh2% 
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GENCY FOR THE PURCHASE AND SALE OF 
IMPROVED STOCK.—Stock Cattle of all the differ- 
-ent breeds, Sheep, Swine, Poultry, &c. will be purchased 
w order, and carefully shipped to any part of the United 
States, for which a reasonable commission will be charged. 
Apply to AARON CLEMENT, Philadelphia. 
Refer to Gen. Wm. H. Richardson, Richmond, Virginia. 
N.B. All letters (post-paid) will be promptly attended to. 
ap] 53—tf 
THE POETRY OF PAYSIC. 


Ayer’s Pitts, glide sugar-shod over the palate, 
but their energy, although wrapped up, is there, and 
tells with giant force the very foundations of dis- 
ease. There are thousands of sufferers who would 
not wear their distempers if theyknew they could be 
eured for 25 cis.—Try Ayer’s Pills, and you will 
know it, 

Purify the blood and disease will be starved out. 

Cleanse the system from impurities and you are 
already cured. 

Take this best of all Purgatives, and Scrofula, 
Indigestion, Weakness, Headache, Backache, 
Sideache, Jaundice, Rheumatism, Derangement of 
the Liver, Kidneys, and Bowels, all derangements 
and all diseases which a purgative remedy can 
reach, fly before them like darkness before the sun. 

Reader, if you are suffering from any of the nu- 
merous complaints they. cure—sufier no more—the 
remedy has been provided for you, and it is crim- 
inal to neglect it, 

That Ayer’s Cherry Pectoralis the best medicine 
for a Cough in the whole world, and that Avyer’s 
Puls are the best of all Pills, is known to those who 
have used them. 


Prepared by Dr J. C. AYER, Lowel, Mass., 
and sold by Druggists everywhere. 


WHAT THE NEW YORK CITY FOLKS SAY OF 
DR. M’?LAN ES 
CELEBRATED VERMIPFUGE. 
New York, Augusi 25, 1852, 
This is to certify that I am well acquainted with 
aman fifty years of age, for many years a resident 
of this city, who has been at times cxtremely = 


but could not tell from what cause, unless it was 
worms. His son then mentioned Dr. M’Lane’s 
Vermifuge, and asked him if he would take it; his 
reply was—] must take something to get relief, or 
die. 

They at once procured a bottle of Dr. M’Lanr’s 
CELEBRATED VERmiruGs, and took one half atone 
dose, the resu!t was he passed upwards of three 
quarts of worms,cut up in every form. He got well 
immediately, and isnow enjoying most excellent 
health; and like the good Samaritan of old, is en- 
deavoring to relieve his unfortunate neighbors. He 
makes it his business to hunt up and select all 
cases similiar to his own that may be given over 
by the regular physicians, and induce them to try 
Dr. M’Lane’se Vermifuge. So far he has induced 
more than twenty persons to to take the Vermifuge, 
and in every case with the most happy results He 
is well satisfied that Dr. M’Lane’s Vermifuge 
is far superior to any other known remedy and that 
more generally known would not fail to save many 
“valuable lives. For further particulars inquire 
of Mrs. Hardie, 124} Cannon street, New York 
City. 

P. S. The above’ valuable remedy, also Dr. 
M’Lane’s celebrated Liver Pills, can now be had 
at all respectable Drug Stores in the United States 

Purchasers will please be careful to ask for, and 
take none but DR. M’LANE’S VERMIFUGE., 
All others in comparison are worthless, jan 
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Exe 
SAMUEL 8S. COTTRELL, 
SADDLE AND HARNESS MANU- 
FACTURER, Wholesale and Retail, 
No. 118 Main Street, Richmond, Va., 
haying received the first premium at the 
Fair of the Virginia Mechanics Institute, 
in 1854, and a Silver Medal at the Fatr 
of the same Institute in 1855, feels con- 
fident he can please all persons in want 
of any article in his line. Marly 


MPROVED SUPER PHOSPHATE OF LIME.—The 

subscriber is manufacturing the above at his Bone Mill, 

a short distance from the city, of the best and purest kind. 

Farmers are requested to examine his before purchasing 

elsewhere; the quality will speak for itself, and his price is 
the same as manufactured out of the State. 


may -tf R. R. DUVAL. 


LEWIs HILL, 
PRODUCE COMMISSION MERCHANT, : 


ATTENDS TO THE SALE OF 
WHEAT, FLOUR, CORN AND TOBACCO. 
OFFICE ON GOVERNOR OR THIRTE®NTH 8T., 


i RIChMOND, VA 
dec 1—ly 


See et a a ee ee ee 
GRENOBLE HOSE.—A superior | 
‘Hose, manufactured of the finest 
Hemp—a cheap and excellent substitute for Lea- 
ther and Gutta Percha. It is especially recom. 
mended to Planters, Nurserymen, Fire Companies, 
Steamboats, Manufactories, Dwellings, &e. It 
costs less than half the price of Leather, is lighter, 
stands as much pressure, is as durable, and is not 
subjected for its preservation to the expense of 
oiling or greasing, either is it injured by frost. 
For sale, and orders for importation received in 
sizes from ! to 7 inches in diameter. by CHARLES 
LENZMANN, 54 Cedar Street, N. Y., where Certi- 
ficates of its superior qualities can be examined, 
from Alfred Carson, Esq., Chief Engineer of the 
New York Fire Department: from James McFar- 
lan, Esq., Chief Enzineer of the Union Ferry Com- 
pany, and also from official authorities of some of 
the large cities of Europe. marstp 


GENUISE GARDEN SEEDS. 

THE undersigned begs to inform his patrons and 
the public generally, that-he has just completed 
his supply of the above from England and the 
Continent. Viz: Early Peas, Beans, Early York, 
Large York, Flat Dutch, Drumhead, and many 
other Cabbages; Cauliflowers, Beets, Celery, Ege 
Plants, Lettuces, Onions, Peppers, Short Top Rad- 
ishes, Tomatoes, Carrots, &c., with all other Vege- 
tables and herbs in the Trade. 

From his long experience and connection in the 
Seed Trade he can warrant them of first rate ex- 
cellence, and at very moderate prices, either 
wholesale or retail. 

FLOWER SEEDS of the choicest kinds, and 
what are specially suited to this climate, are 
offered in Collections, at the following rates, free 
by mail: 


100 Packets, very choicest, #5 00 
100 x second, 4 00 
50 8 choicest, 2 50 
50 af second, 2 00 


Orders by Mail promptly attended to. Catalogues 
can be had on application. . 
JOHN SAUL, 
Seed Warehouse, 396 7th st.. corndr H. st, 


mh2t Wasuinaton City, D.C, 


EE 


es 


P< 


"sa -« SALABRATUS. 


_ The subsribers offer 10 the trade Saleratus of 
different grades of strength, which they claim to be 
of superior quality to any other in market, and en- 
tirely free from any deleterious ingredients. 

We are the only manufacturers whose process of 
manufacture is conducted under the immediate 
superintendence of an experienced practical chem- 
ist. Hlaving been engaged for several years in the 
manufacture of our peculiar kind of Saleratus, 
and being the originator of those manufactured, we 
ean offerto consumers a guarantee of its great excel- 
lence which no other manufacturer can do; the new 
kind of Saleratus pompously set forth, under various 
names, in different advertisements, being merely 
imitations of the article we originally introduced 
io the public. 

We warrant the quality of all goods sold by us, 
and agree to return the purchase money, together 
with expenses of transportation, on every article 
that proves to be inferior to our representation of 


its quality. 
JOHN DWIGHT & CO. 


Mrat* No. 112 Pearl Street, New York. 


PERUVIAN GUANO SUPERSEDED! 
AMMONTATED DISSOLVED BONES. 


The subscriber would call the attention of the agricul- 
tural community to the valuable compound manufactured 
by him, (in compliance with the suggestion of Prof. David 
Stewart,) and knuwn as : 

AMMONIATED DISSOLVED BONES. 

The great snperiority of this Compound over Peruvian 
(wuano or any other manure, (artificial or natural,) consists 
in the fact that it contains a much larger quantity of Phos- 
phoric Acid and Alkaline Salts than any other now offered 
to the farmer, and also an ample sufficiency of Ammonia, 
which exists in the form of a Sulphate (thereby preventing 
its escape) for any soil or crop to which it may be applied. 
The Phosphoric Acid and Alkaline Salts beng rendered 
soluble by the use of Sulphuric Acid, enter at once into 
the ground for the food of the plant, leaving the ground in 
a much improved condition after the crop is gathered than 
before the compound was applied. In proof of these as- 
sertions we refer the reader to the letter of Prof. Stewart, 
(which will be foand bélow,) and this Compound having 
been thoroughly tested by him for several years past upon 
his own farm, and its snperiority over Peruvian Guano 
proven beyond a doubt, both by Prof. S. and all who have 
tried it, CERTAINLY commends itself to the confidence of 
the farming community. 

The non-adaptation of Peruvian Guano to spring erops, 
together with the present high price of that article, presents 
a suitable opportunity for farmers to test this valuable 
preparation the coming season, and as each package will 
be analysed by Prof. Stewart, and his autograph inspection 
certificate accompany each bag or barrel, farmers can re- 
ly upon its genuineness, and that tt is manufactured 
untformly and in accordance with his directions. 


BALTIMORE, August 27th, 1855, 

To Mr. P. S. Chappell: 
74 Dear Sir: I have witnessed the manufacture of the lot 
No. 10 of ‘“ Ammoniated Dissolved Bones,” and I have so 
far completed the analysis of the sample I took from the 
barrels that I am willing to engage four tons for my own 
wheat field at $40 per ton, and certify the value of all such 
lots in future, receiving a part of each lot as my only fee 
for analysis and the use of my formula. I cannot recom- 
mend it in stronger terms, especially to those who prefer, 
as I do, to save all the manure of the barn-yard for corn, 
and cover the wheat fieli with manures free from weeds. 
As clover and other grasses are usually sown with the 
wheat, the success of both wheat and grass and the purity 
of the hay will be insured by this plan. 

After a field is cropped in corn and oats, it is cleansed 
from weeds, and has lost its alkalies in the form of fodder 


- SOUTHERN PLANTER—ADVER 
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and straw, an: ‘their restoraion is often impossible during 
peculiar seasons like the present, unless we resort to com> — 


| centrated manures that can be employed both before dnd 


after the wheat is sown. I have jheretofuresdepended on 
the tedious and expensive process of lining before corn, 
in order to hasten the disintegration of the soil and com- 
pensate for the removal of the alkalies and soluble silica by 
it. But in future I will prefer concentrated manures as 
above, believing, as J do, that both Lime and Peruvian 
Guano, alone, only enable me to exhaust my soil more 
rapidly of its most valuable elements. 

Unless the alkalies &c , exist in excess over the relative 
proportion of ammonia, that exists naturally in some svils,) 
then ammonia wiil produce no effect, and this is the reason 
for the comparative or total failure of Peruvian Guano, on 
good land. Ihave applied mustliberal dressings of both Sul- 
phate of Ammonia and Nitrate of Soda with insoluble phos- 
phates without any effect, and my clover seed entirely failed 
—where the wheat was manured with Peruvian Guano 
alone, last year—but bi th wheat and clover succeeded 
where dressed with a compound similar to No. 10, although 
it was applied as a top-dressing after the wheat was put in 
the Autumn. After our experience, with individual uotes, 
E should not take, much less endorse, the dime currency 
of a millionaire. But I will both endorse and receive 
these five dollar packages of your manufacture, while I 
can satisfy myself that the money value of each lot is faith- 
fully represented in my report of analysis. 

Your facilities for obtaining material, and the extent and 
completeness of your manufactory, should place you at the 
head of this department in the State, that leads the way in 


the employment and sale of Concentrated Manures. 


Wishmg you and every other young man success in all 
laudable enterprises, 1 remain, 
Yours faithfully, 
D. STEWART, M. D., 


Chemist of Maryland State Agricultural Society’ 


The above valuable Compound contains, according to 


analysis of Dr Stewart—Report No: 16— F 
Phosphoric Acid, - - - - - 15,52 
Organic Matter, Compounds of Ammonia, &c. 26.99 

. Lime, > - - - - - - 1482 
Sulphuric Acid, - . - - - 04.85 
Sand of Insoluble portion, - - - - 06 00 
Water, = - - - - - - - 18.01 
Potash, Soda and Magnesia Salts, - 13.81 

100.00 
Salts of Ammonia, - - Se Seo 
Equal to Ammonia, - - - - 03.06 


Proportion of the above compound soluble in water 21.57 
or nearly 22 per cent. in ten parts of water. 


REPORT No. 20 —Oct.1855—On a sample of Chap- 
pell’s AMMONIATED DISSOLVED BONES.  Propor- 
tion soluble in ten parts of cold water, 29.80 or nearly 30 


per cent. 

Compound of Ammonia, - - - - 24.10 

f Carbon, - - - - - 02.20 
Water, - - - - - - - 13,11 
Sand and Insolluble,  - - - - - 09.20 
Mixed Phosphate, - - - - - 37.75 
Sulphuric Acid, - - - - @7 » 28:26 
Salts of Soda, - - - - -..*.- 04.96 
100.00 


This sample was taken with my own hands from the 
package designated by my autograph. 

The competition between the manufacturers at the North 
and our Southern chemists forthe sale of these Compounds 
has taken the right direction. A laudable emulation seems 
to be m progress who shall excel in quality without in- 
creasing the price. The South seems to have it this time. ~ 

Davip Stewart, M. D., 
Chemist of Maryland State Agricultural Society, and Pro- 
fessor of Chemistry and Natural Philosophy at St. John’s 

College, Annapolis, Md. ; 
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SOUTHERN PLANTER—ADVERTISING SHEET. 


For the purpose of introduciiae this article into general ing, it is thoroughly ventilated throughout the feed 
use we have concluded to furnish it, put in pees or barrels, | drawers, hives, honey boxes and chambers. 


at the following price: 
$40 PER TON OF 2000 LBS., CASH. 


The work and progress of the bees may be seen 
in the hives and honeyboxesatany time. A medal 


We are now prepared to fill orders wit promptness and| was awarded the inventor, S. Davis, at the exhi- 


oy 
. CHAPPELL, MANUFACTURING CHEMIST, 


Orrice, 134 LomparD Street, BALTIMORE. 
mar lt Chemical W ks. , Cross Street, 


ATKINS’ AUTOMATON : 


OR, 
SELF-RAKING REAPER AND MOWER, 


BEST MACHINE IN USE. 


1 (the first) used in 1852. 
40 used successfully in 1853. 
300 in twenty different Siates in 1854. 
1200 in all parts of the Union in 1855 
3000 building for the harvest of 1856! 


THERE ARE SIX GOOD REASONS FOR THIS 
unparalleled increase and great popularity; Ist. It is 
strong and reliable, and easily managed. 2d. It saves the 
hard labor of Raking. 3d. It saves at least another hand 
in binding. 4th. It saves shattering by the careful hand- 
ling in raking ; besides, the straw being laid straight, it is 
well secured 1 in the sheaf, and does not drop in the after 
handling, and the heads are not exposed in the stack, so 
that the GRAIN saving even exceeds the LABOR saving. 
5th. 
machines in use. 6th. It has a knife that does not choke. 

Its other excellencies, too numer: us to mention here, are 
fairly given in the circulars. Its intrinsic worth is also 
attested by the award (mostly in only three years) of 


OVER 70 FIRST PREMIUMS! 


PricE—REAPER AND Mower, 8200,—$75 on its receipt, | 
Price of 


$75 first September, and $50 first December. 
Setr-Raxinea Reaper only $175. Considerable saving 
in freight to those at a distauoe who order prior to Ist 
March; also liberal discount for advance payment. 


To secure a machine, order immediately. Though s0| 


little known the past season, and none ready for delivery, 
till Ist. May, yet not two thiras the customers could be 
supplied. The reputation of the Machine is now widely 
established, so that THREE THOUSAND will not as nearly 
supply the demand as twelve hundred did last year, and 
we shall also be selling four months earlier. 

Order early, if you would not be disappointed. 

PAMPHLETS giving IMPARTIALLY the OPINIONS OF 
FARMERS, tegether with orders, notes, &c., mailed to 
applicants, and prepaid. 

Write to us at CHICAGo, (il ») Dayton, (Ohio,) or 
Battimore, (Md.,) which ever is nearest to you. 

J. S. WRIGHT & CO. 

“ Prairie Farmer” Works, Chicago, Dec. Ist, 1855. 

mar 4t 


BER HIVES. 

To those interested in keeping hives it will be 
important to know, that a hive can be constructed 
with all the following advantages. 

‘The bees may be made to swarm from one or 
more hives, or may be conducted into any number 
of hives without swarming, and still have a full 

‘ supply of queens. They are protected from the 
bee moth and other insects, if managed according to 
directions given in the book, which accompanies 
every hive, 


The bees can exercise without going out too 


early to die on the snow in spring. The filth can 
at any time be removed from the hives without 
disturbing the bees. The bees can be tr: sfer od 
as often as necessary to give them new cc™ w 
out killing them. 


It prevents all possibility of robbing w ‘si -ed-| 


It is a good Mower, being .one of the best convertible | 


bition of the industry for all Nations in New York 
in 1858. 

The following certificate will show that the hive 
has merits of a superior order: 


We the undesigned, inventors and exhibitors at 
the Exhibition of the Industry of all Nations, at 
New York, hereby certify that we have examined, 
with much care a Platform Bee-Hive, invented and 
patented by Sylvester Davis, of Claremont, New 
Hampshire, and must say that it possesses more 
practical advantages for Bee-keeping than any hive 
we have ever.seen, and do believe that all who may 
be interested in the culture and management of that 
most interesting insect, wifl find it much to their 
advantage to use Mr. Davis’ Hive, and adopt ‘his 
system of keeping Bees. We therefore most hear- 
tily beg leave to recommend it to those interested. 


J. FRANKLIN Rercart, Lancaster, Pa. Inventor. 

Dr. Wo. Fieip, Wilmington, Del. Inventor. 

Wo. B. Cdars, Washington, D. C. Inventor. 

Wn. G. Maynarp, New York City, Exhibitor. 

Wa. Repine, F! emington, N, Jersey, Inventor. 

HaMMOND Ha WE, Cincinnati, Ohio, Inventor. 

L. A. Lyon, Ohio, Exhibitor. 

Jos. TILLINGHURST, Pt. Harmar, Ohio, Inventor. 

Wm. H. Giszs, Washington, D. C. Inventor. 

Hiram Sanps, Washinton, D. C. Inventor. 

Joun G. GarRITsoN, Salem, Towa, Inventor. 

L. F. Houmes, New York, Exhibitor. 

THOS. Parmer, Camden City, N. J., Exhibitor. 

Avacustus Etniort, San Francisco, Cal., Inventor. 

Micaiuu Nurtine, Portland, Me. , Inventor. 

Beng. re Ors, Syracuse, N. Nas, "Inventor. 

Dr. T. G. Clayton, Norfolk, Va., Inventor: 

JOSEPH ma HOuMEs, Newark, Ohio, Inventor. 

The price of a stand of four hives is $12, the 
right for an individual to use any number with full 
printed instructions for building is $10. Some of 
the hives are now ready for delivery. 

Instructions to build with right will be sent to 
order, by mail. H. M. SMITH. 

Manufacturer of Agricultural Machinery, Rich- 
mond. mar 3t. 


, 
SOUTHERN APPLES, «C. 

40,000 Apple Trees, embracing a large number 
of Virginia and North Carolina apples, keeping the 
whole winter, and equal in size and quality to the 
most popular Northern sorts, which ripen here, 
with few exceptions, in the fall. Also, a large 
stock of the ether fruits, Asparagus roots, Orna- 
mental Trees, Evergreens, &c. Selections will be 


|made, when requested, by the proprietor, so as to 


afford a regular succession of fruits through the 
season. Priced catalogues sent to’all applicants. 
II. KR. ROBEY, 
Hopewell Nurseries, Fredericksburg, Va. 
Mar—1t* 


PURE NORTH DEVON STOCK. 


Several bull and heifer Calves, of unquestiona- 
ble purity of blood, for sale, deliverable at Tolers- 


Iviie, on the Va. Central Rail Road. Terms reas- 
onal ess Dr. P. B. PENDLETON, Tolers- 
vil ounty, Va. Mar 56—tf 


SOUTHERN PLANTER—ADVERTISING SHEET. re 


THE BRITISH PERIODICAES THE FARMER’S GUIDE. _ 


AND THE 


FARMER’S GUIDE. 
Great Reduction in the price of the latter Publication. 


I. SCOTT & CO., New York, continue to publish 
the following leading British Periodicals: 
1. 
THE LONDON QUARTERLY, (Conservative.) 
>) 


THE EDINBURGH REVIEW, (Whig.) 

THE NORTH BRITISH REVIEW. (Free Ch) 
THE WESTMINSTER REVIEW, (Liberal.) 
BLACK WOOD'S EDINB'G MAGAZINE(Tory) 


The great and important events---Religious, Political, 
and Military---now agit.ting the nations of the Old World, 
give to these Publications an interest and value they never 
before possessed. They occupy a middle ground between 
the hastily written news-items, crude speculations, and 
flying rumors of the newspaper, and the ponderous ‘Tome 
of the historian, written long after the living interests in 
the facts he records shall have passed away The pro- 
gress of the Warin the East occupies a large space in 
their pages, Every movement is closely criticised, 
whether of friend or f e, and all short-coming fearlessly 
pointed out. The letters from the CRIMEA and from the 
BALTIC in Black wood’s Magazine, form two of its most 
popular contributors, give a more intelligible a :‘d_ reliable 
a3ecount f the moversents of the great belligerents, than 
oan elsewlere be found. 

These Periodicals ablv represent the three great 
Political parties of Great Britain---Whig, Tory. and Rad- 
jcal,---but politics forms only one feature of their charac- 
ter. As organs of the most profonnd writers on Science, 
Literature, Morality, and Religion, they stand as they 
ever have stood, unrivalled in the world of letters, being 
considered indispensable to the scholar and the proles- 
sional man, while to the intelligent rea'er of every class 
they furnish a more correct and satis{setory record of the 
current literature of the day, throughout the world, than 
ean be possibly obtained from any other source. 


EARLY COPIES. 


The receipt of ADVANCE SHEETS from the British pub- 
fishers gives additional value to these Reprints. especially 
during the present exciting state of European affairs, inas- 
much as they can now be placed in the hands of subseri- 
bers about as soon as the original editions. 


TERMS. 
Per ann- 
For any one of the four Reviews $3 
For any two of the four Reviews 
For any three of the four Reviews 
For all four of the four Reviews 
For Blackwood’s Magazine : 
For Blackwood and three Reviews - a a C 


O09 MOF 
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00 
00 | 1858, 1854 and ’55, after each year competing with all the 
00} prominent threshers matufactured in this and many of the 
00) Northern States. 
70| evidence of merit, have the experience of more than one 
00! thousand farmers using them. 


For Blackwood and the fuur Reviews - - 10 60) 
Payments ‘o be ‘made in all cases in advance. Money 


current in the Slate where issued will be received at par. 


CLUBBING. 


A discount of twenty-five per cent, from the above pri- 
ces will be allowed to Cruss ordering, direct from 
L. Scorr & Co., four or more copies of any one or more 
of the above works. Thus: Four copies of Blackwood, or 
one Revie%y, will be sent to one address for $9 ; four copies 
of the four Reviews and Blackwood for $30; and so on, 


j POSTAGE. 


In allthe principal Cities and Towns, these works will 
be delivered, FREE OF POosTAGE. When sent by mail, 
the PosTAGE to any part of the United States will be but 
TWENTY-FOUR CENTS a year for “Blackwood,” and but 
FOURTEEN CENTS a year for each of the Reviews. 


eo 


tabove, in 1855 


TO ak 
SCIENTIFIC & PRACTICAL AGRICULTURE Z 


By Henry Sevens, F.R S., of Edinburgh, and the late 
J. P Norton, Professor of Scientific Agriculture in Yale 
College, New Haven. 2 vols. Royal Octavo. 1600 pa-— 


ges and numerous Wood and Steel Engravings. 

This is, confessedly, the most complete work on Agri- 
culture ever published, and in in order to give it a wider 
circulation the publishers have resolved to reduce the price 


to 
FIVE DOLLARS FOR THE TWO VOLUMES |! 
When.sent by nail (post paid) to California and Oregon 
the price will be $7. ‘To every other part of the United 
States and to Conada (post paid,) $6. This work is no€ 
the old ‘* Book ef the Farm.” f 
Remittances for any of the above publications should 
always be addressed, post paid, to the Publishers, 
LEONARDS COTT & CO 
No. 54 Gold Street, New York. 


FARM WANTED. 

A Farm of two or three hundred acres of land, 
below the blue ridge and above tide water in a 
healthy section, which will afford at the same time, 
a good location for a physician, and a good situa- 
tien for a Female Boarding School. Apply at the 
office of the Southern Planter, by letter, giving full 
description of premises and neighborhood 


PREMIUM MACHINES. 

MY PATENT STRAW CUTTER AT $10 was award- 
ed the first premium offered by the Virginia ‘State Agricul- 
tural Society for the best hand Straw Cutter to be exhib- 
ited at their Fair in 1853. At the State Fairs in 1854 and 
1355, it again competed with all others, and each year 
received thy highest award of the Society. Besides this 
evidence of superiority, { offer, to all persons not familiar 
with it, the machine, subject to be returned in a month, if, 
after trial, it does not prove the best machine at any price, 
considering its combined advantages for cutting hay, oats, 
stalks, shucks, vegetables, &c. The machine, when to 
long distances, will be secur ely packed, without charge, 
so as to occupy but 4 cubic feet, and may be sent to any 
part of the United States at a trifling cost. Notes on any 
solvent banks, or reference, enclosed with order, will secure 
prompt attention. 

My CYLINDER CORN SHELLER, capable of shel-" 
Img 300 bushels in a. ay by hand, and my combined 
machine, capable of shelling 300 by hand, and six hundred 
by horse power, were cach awarded the first premium ag 
They are warranted to be of superior 
workmanship, and not liable to be put out of order. 

My THRESHERS have been awarded ALL THE 
PREMIUMS offered by the State Agricultural Society in 


———4 


Purchasers may, in addition to the above 


Pitts’ THRESHER AND SEPERATOR, with Cleaner 


j attached, and mounted on wheels, was awarded, in 1853, 
| 1854, and 1855, the highest premium offered for the best 
I am manufacturing these ma- * 


Thresher and Cleaner. 
chines in a superior manner, and shall be able to furnish 
all orders given in time for their completion. ‘ 
Hussey & McCormick’s REAPER, with all latelim- 
provements for horse-power, stationary and . portable 
Tnreshers, wheat Fans, Straw Cutters for power, shellérs 
for hand at $9, and for one horse or steam power $45, 
shelling 1,500 bushels a day; Harrows, Seed Drills, 
Horse Rakes, Hay Presses, LandRollers, Lime spreaders, 
Machine Belting of all kinds, with a general assortment of © 
Agricultural Machinery and Tobacconists’ Fixtures, kept 
constantly on hand, or furnished at short notice, at my 
Factory, on Main and 19th streets, Richmond, Va. __ 


NY 


Farmers having Reapers or Threshers a will 
1 


g them early. 


H. M, SMITH.. 


promote their own interest by sendin 
feb 19 
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